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INFORMATION PACKAGE FOR INDIGENOUS PARTNERS 

Protecting Canada’s lakes, rivers, and the oceans that border coastal communities is a priority for the Government of Canada. In recent years, the Government 

has initiated work under the Oceans Protection Plan to protect the future of our lakes, oceans and rivers and the coastal communities that rely on them for sus-

taining their way of life. This important work includes targeting boats known as wrecked and abandoned vessels, which may create hazards for First Nations, 

Inuit and Métis, as well as other coastal communities and the environment (please see Annex A for more information). These projects aim to prevent or mitigate 

such hazards. 

 

With the coming-into-force of the Wrecked, Abandoned or Hazardous Vessels Act in 2019, the Government has new authorities to address wrecked and aban-

doned vessels. Officials across the country are being trained to assess these vessels and identify the measures required to prevent and/or mitigate their environ-

mental, economic, socio-cultural and safety-related impacts. Any impacts on Aboriginal and/or treaty rights affecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities 

will also be assessed. How a particular wrecked or abandoned vessel is addressed will depend on how much risk that vessel poses. A key phase of the work will 

be to assess the level of risk of each vessel; vessels that pose the most risk will be prioritized for action. 

 

Canada is seeking to inform First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities, governments, and organizations (Indigenous partners) and gather input on the National 

Procurement Strategy to Address Wrecked and Abandoned Vessels (National Procurement Strategy), which will identify the required services available for pro-

curement to help assess, prevent, mitigate or remediate hazards posed by these vessels. This package is being shared with you to provide introductory back-

ground information on this work and invite you to participate in the National Procurement Strategy.  

Introduction 

Public Services and Procurement Canada, on behalf of the Canadian Coast Guard, 

Transport Canada, Indigenous Services Canada, and other key government depart-

ments (please see Annex B for more information), is developing a National Procure-

ment Strategy to help these Departments address wrecked and abandoned vessels. 

 

The  National Procurement Strategy will be used for the purchase of services re-

quired to assess, prevent, mitigate or eliminate hazards posed by these vessels.  

While Canada has already begun purchasing some services to start addressing 

wrecked and abandoned vessels, once the National Procurement Strategy is devel-

oped, services would be procured through the strategy in order to better coordinate 

and streamline procurement. It is intended that the participation of, and benefits 

for, First Nations, Inuit and Métis partners will be a major part of the National Pro-

curement Strategy. 

What is the National Procurement Strategy? What is a Supply Arrangement? 

 One of the tools the National Procurement Strategy will use is supply 

arrangements for services required to address wrecked and aban-

doned vessels. A Supply Arrangement is a non-binding arrangement 

between Canada and a pre-qualified supplier, and allows Canada to 

solicit bids from, and award contracts to, a pool of pre-qualified sup-

pliers - known also as “Supply Arrangement Holders” for the specific 

services described in the Supply Arrangement.  

 

A Supply Arrangement will be issued to each interested and pre-

qualified supplier for specific services described in the Supply Ar-

rangement. Canada will determine if a supplier is qualified following a 

Request for Supply Arrangements process, which includes an evalua-

tion procedure with mandatory criteria for qualification. 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/W-12.3/index.html
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POTENTIAL SERVICES TO BE PROCURED 

 Vessel Condition Survey, (e.g.: hazardous 

material, stability of vessel, structural in-

tegrity, risk factors, safety and security, 

market value); 

 Dive Survey;  

 Vessel Remediation Assessment (e.g.: fits 

and repairs, oil removal);  

Marine Assessment Services Vessel Disposal Services 

 Salvage; 

 Recycling; and  

 Deconstruction. 

Canada will issue supply arrangements for several types of services. In order not to overwhelm potential suppliers, the Request for 

Supply Arrangements will not be issued all at once but will be issued in stages: 

 

1. The first Request for Supply Arrangement will be for Marine Assessment Services, and is tentatively planned for Summer 2020.  

2. The second Request for Supply Arrangement will be for Vessel Disposal Services, and is tentatively planned for early Fall 2020. 

3. Over the coming months, Canada will be identifying other types of services that may need to be included in the National Pro-

curement Strategy. 

Client Departments have started to identify some services that may be required as part of the National Procurement Strategy: 
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PLANNED STRATEGY 

Implementation 

Issue the Request For Supply 

Arrangements 
 

The Request for Supply Arrangement  
will be posted online. Interested 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

businesses can submit responses 
(called Arrangements) in response to 

this post.  

Evaluation of the Responses 
 

Each Arrangement submitted in 
response to the Request for Supply 
Arrangement will be reviewed and 

evaluated. The businesses who 
demonstrated that they meet the 

qualifications outlined in the Request 
for Supply Arrangement  will be issued 

a Supply Arrangement. Businesses 
who receive an Supply Arrangement 

from Canada are called “Supply 
Arrangement Holders”. 

Supply Arrangement 
 

There may be several Supply 
Arrangements Holders. 

Engaging on Specific Vessels 

Specific Work Requirement is 

Identified 
 

Canada (e.g.: the Canadian Coast 
Guard or Transport Canada—see 
Annex B for details) will identify a 

specific vessel that needs to be 

addressed, and will define the work  

required. 

Engagement with Affected 

Community (-ies) 
 

Canada will reach out to and seek 
input from First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis communities who may be 

impacted by the specific vessel and 
related work. 

Finalization of the Solicitation 
 

Canada will finalize the solicitation 

documents (usually a Request for 

Proposals), including meeting any 

applicable Modern Treaty 

obligations and/or participation and 

benefits for First Nations, Inuit and/

or Métis partners as appropriate. 

Contracting to Address a 

Vessel 

Solicitation is Issued 
 

Based on the applicable provisions 
and input, Canada will: 

 Issue the Solicitation within the 
applicable Modern Treaty 

Territory;  
 Issue the Solicitation to SA 

Holders registered on PSAB; or, 
 Issue the Solicitation to all SA 

Holders, including any applicable 
provisions for benefits or 

participation of First Nations, 
Inuit or Métis achieved through 

the use of an Indigenous 
Benefits Plan.  

Contract Award 
 

The vendor that submits the best 
bid, based on a combination of 

price, technical solution and 
benefits or participation of 
Indigenous partners, will be 

recommended for award of the 
contract. 

Finalization of the Draft 

Request for Supply 

Arrangements 
 

Canada will review and update the 
draft Request for Supply 

Arrangements as appropriate.  

Request for Information 
 

A document posted online to 
provide information on the National 
Procurement Strategy, and gather 

information from First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis partners and  Industry via 

a questionnaire.  

Review the Draft Request for 

Supply Arrangements 
 

The draft Request for Supply 
Arrangements document for a given 

type of work (e.g.: Marine 
Assessments) will be shared with 
interested First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis partners, and Industry, for 

review and comment. 

Engaging on the National 

Procurement Strategy 
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WE’RE SEEKING YOUR FEEDBACK! 

   Current Request for Information 
As one of the initial steps in the National Procurement Strategy, Canada is inviting you to respond to a Request for Infomation posted to buyandsell.gc.ca 

(https://buyandsell.gc.ca/procurement-data/tender-notice/PW-MER-002-27801). The Request For Information includes questions that will help with the contin-

ued development of the National Procurement Strategy, and your feedback would be greatly appreciated.  

We are requesting responses to this Request For Information by June 29, 2020 in order to meet our goal to issue the Marine Assessment Services Request for 

Supply Arrangements in Summer 2020 (the deadline was extended to accommodate interested parties in receipt of this information package). However, Canada 

is pleased to accept responses to the Request For Information any time, up to July 20, 2020; as we understand that the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly affected 

your community/the communities you represent, and the National Procurement Strategy, including the Request For Information,  may not currently be a priority. 

 

We are also asking to please let us know if you are interested in reviewing the draft Request for Supply Arrangements for Marine Assessment Services and/or 

draft Request for Supply Arrangements for Vessel Disposal Services, as we will share the drafts with interested parties for their comment prior to issuing the Re-

quest for Supply Arrangements:  

 

 

   Please Contact Us 

If you have questions regarding the Request for 

Information, or wish to identify an interest in 

reviewing the draft Request for Supply Arrange-

ments for Marine Assessment Services and/or 

the draft Request for Supply Arrangements for 

Vessel Disposal Services, please contact Chantal 

Pilon, the Contracting Authority for the National 

Procurement Strategy, at Chantal.pilon@tpsgc

-pwgsc.gc.ca or 613-894-1817. 

THANK YOU! 

For more information on the Procurement 

Strategy for Aboriginal Business (PSAB), 

registering in the Government of Canada’s 

Indigenous Business Directory and addi-

tional business resources, please contact 

Indigenous Services Canada by email at 

Indigenousprocurement@canada.ca or by 

phone at  1-800-400-7677.  

For more information about the government’s 

contracting process and tools for doing business 

with the government, contact the Office of Small 

and Medium Enterprises through their website or 

the National InfoLine, 1-800-811-1148. 

 

For more information on  

Supply Arrangements visit: https://

buyandsell.gc.ca/for-businesses/selling-to-the-

government-of-canada/the-procurement-

process/supply-arrangements  

https://buyandsell.gc.ca/procurement-data/tender-notice/PW-MER-002-27801
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/procurement-data/tender-notice/PW-MER-002-27801
mailto:Chantal.pilon@tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca
mailto:Chantal.pilon@tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100032802/1100100032803
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100032802/1100100032803
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033057/1100100033058
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033057/1100100033058
mailto:Indigenousprocurement@canada.ca
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/support-smaller-businesses
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/support-smaller-businesses
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/for-businesses/selling-to-the-government-of-canada/the-procurement-process/supply-arrangements
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/for-businesses/selling-to-the-government-of-canada/the-procurement-process/supply-arrangements
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/for-businesses/selling-to-the-government-of-canada/the-procurement-process/supply-arrangements
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/for-businesses/selling-to-the-government-of-canada/the-procurement-process/supply-arrangements
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ANNEX A: WHAT ARE WRECKED AND ABANDONED VESSELS? 

Vessel owners must dispose of their vessel(s) responsibly. It’s against the 

law to abandon an unwanted vessel or neglect it so that it becomes a 

wreck.  

Wrecked, abandoned or haz-

ardous vessels near public are-

as can pose a safety risk.  

Wrecked, abandoned or hazardous ves-
sels pose a hazard to the environment. 
If in poor condition, such vessels could 
harm the environment when they sink, 
leak substances and/or leave debris. 

A wrecked or an abandoned 
vessel can block other vessels 
from enjoying the use and navi-
gation of a waterway. 

Wrecked 

A wrecked vessel, ship, boat or aircraft which has been wrecked, stranded, 

in distress, derelict, aground, sunk or partially sunk. This also includes 

anything that is or was on those crafts.  

Hazardous Vessels 
A hazardous vessel or wreck poses or may pose a risk to the environment, 

public safety, the economy, or has socio-cultural impacts. 

Abandoned Vessels 
An abandoned vessel is one that has been in the same location for 60 

consecutive days. A vessel is presumed to be abandoned if it has been left 

unattended for a period of 2 years.  

Dilapidated Vessels 
A dilapidated vessel is a vessel that is significantly degraded or 

dismantled; or is incapable of being used for safe navigation. 

IMPORTANT 
If you find a wrecked, abandoned or hazardous vessel, report it 

to the Canadian Coast Guard, available 24/7:  

 Atlantic (NB, PEI, NL, NS): 1-800-565-1633 

 Central (ON, QC): 1-800-363-4735 

 Arctic (YT,NT, NU): 1-800-363-4735 

 Western (BC, AB, SK, MB): 1-800-889-8852 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
 
Transport Canada: https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/abandoned-boats-wrecks-4454.html 

Canadian Coast Guard: https://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/awah-ienad/index-eng.html 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Small Craft Harbours: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sch-ppb/vessels-bateaux/index-eng.html 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/marinesafety/abandoned-boats-wrecks-4454.html
https://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/awah-ienad/index-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sch-ppb/vessels-bateaux/index-eng.html
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Lead Department 

Supporting Departments 

Transport Canada 

Responsible for addressing 

(through regulation and 

enforcement) issues of vessel 

abandonment and 

irresponsible vessel 

Canadian Coast Guard  

Responsible for assessing, 

monitoring, and addressing 

hazardous vessels, including 

enforcing directions issued to 

vessel owners to take measures 

to address vessels that pose or 

may pose a hazard. 

Indigenous Services Canada 

Responsible for providing advice and guidance on the 

federal Indigenous procurement policy (to both 

Indigenous business owners and other federal 

government organizations), advocating for Indigenous 

participation in federal procurement, managing the 

Indigenous Business Directory and providing external 

outreach to Inuit businesses on the federal government 

contracting obligations in Nunavut.   

Client Departments 
Parks Canada 

Responsible for the protection of ecological 

and cultural resources of Parks Canada 

administered lands and waters and their 

enjoyment and appreciation by 

visitors. Jointly involved in the assessment 

and response to wrecked vessels within 

waters administered by Parks Canada, as 

well as wrecks in Canada with heritage 

value.  

ANNEX B: DEPARTMENTS AND THEIR ROLES 

Environment and Climate 

Change Canada 

Responsible for protecting 

Canadians and their environment 

from pollution and regulating 

disposal at sea under the Canadian 

Environmental Protection Act.  

Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development Canada 

Responsible for supporting Canadian 

companies’ investment and growth; people, 

skills and communities; and science, 

technology, research and commercialization. 

Public Services and Procurement Canada 

Responsible for providing strategic advice, guidance, support and implementation of procurement-related functions. 

Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada 

In partnership with Coast Guard, 

responsible for directing owners of 

dilapidated vessels left in federally-

managed Small Craft Harbours. Also 

responsible for studying/ monitoring 

species at risk in the marine 

environment. 


