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Resolution #2019-11-01

RE:  Adoption of the Agenda

WHEREAS  The agenda was presented to the Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. Chiefs in
Assembly on November 20, 2019 at Brokenhead First Nation, and

WHEREAS  An amendment was put forth to combine presentations on day two, inclusive of the MKO
Child Welfare update in a joint presentation by Shirley Allarie and Ron Ranville,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs in Assembly approve to adopt the agenda for the
MKO Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat Doing it Our
Way—It-To-Ta-Maso-Wak, as amended.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak First Nation

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mary Lou Leaske (Proxy) Sapotaweyak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 15 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

rrison Settee
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Resolution #2019-11-02

RE: Resolutions Committee

WHEREAS  The proposed members of the resolutions committee were announced as present at the
MKO Chiefs in Assembly on November 20, 2019 at Brokenhead First Nation,

WHEREAS  The proposed members are Theresa Yetman, Karen Kejick, Moriah Davis, and Rena
Stevenson.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  to accept the Resolutions Committee as Theresa Yetman, Karen
Kejick, Moriah Davis and Rena Stevenson.

MOVED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 15 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

M~ A %@/
// /' MKO Grand z'ef" Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2019-11-03

RE:  Lobby For a Remand Centre in Thompson, Manitoba and Restorative Justice Programming

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

There is currently no remand centre located in Thompson, Manitoba and there is a need for
a culturally responsive approach to address the diverse healing needs to impact and prevent
recidivism and the incarceration rates of our MK Q Citizens;

There is a need to conduct a comprehensive review to overhaul restorative justice policies
and programs in northern Manitoba,

On November 15, 2019, a Winnipeg Free Press article reported on the cases of two MKO
cifizens as follows:

“A Manitoba judge is calling for an independent review of the province’s justice
system, after a legal challenge exposed a “dysfunctional” bail system and “long-
standing and glaring systemic issues” in northern courts. Court of Queen’s Bench
Justice Chris Martin ruled the charter rights of two northern Manitobans were
violated because they were forced to wait weeks in jail before they could apply for
bail. The problems in the justice system, particularly northern courts, go far beyond
the cases of a 25-year-old wormnan from Norway House and a 28-year-old man from
Split Lake, Martin made clear in his strongly worded, 40-page decision.”

Thompson, Manitoba is the central location of the MKO region where MKO citizens are
first transported when they become involved with the criminal justice system and are
transported between Thompson and The Pas while waiting to have their cases dealt with
by the courts; :

The offenders are restrained while being transported between Thompson and The Pas that
poses a safety concern;

A remand centre located in Thompson, Manitoba would enable families to visit with
their relatives while waiting for the courts to deal with their cases;

Restorative justice programming would complement the issue of the need for a remand
centre in Thompson by offering an alternative for less serious offences; and

Restorative justice can be defined as a community and victim-centred sentencing
philosophy that emphasizes offender accountability and responsibility through negotiated
restitution;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chiefto

lobby the Manitcba government for a remand and restorative
justice centre to be located in Thompson, Manitoba,
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Resolution #2019-11-03

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to
lobby the Manitoba government for culturally responsive
restorative justice programming in northern Manitoba.

MOVED BY: Chief Larson Anderson, Norway House Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Leroy Constant, York Factory First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 18 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

7MKO Grand ef Garrison Setize
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Resolution #2019-11-04

RE: MKO to Update Draft MKO Family Law

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

MKO First Nations communities possess the Inherent Right to self-determination and to assert their laws
and customs. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states: Article 8 (1.)
Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced assimilation or destruction
of their culture;

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states: Article 23 Indigenous peoples
have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for exercising their right to development.
Indigenous peoples have the right to be actively involved in developing and determining health, housing
and other economic and social programmes affecting them and, as far as possible, to administer such
programmes through their own institutions;

The Article 34 Indigenous peoples have the right to promote, develop and maintain their institutional struc-
tures and their distinctive customs, spirituality, traditions, procedures, practices and, in the cases where they
exist, juridical systems or customs, in accordance with international human rights standards;

Federal Bill C-92, the Government of Canada affirms the inherent rights of self-determination and self-
government of Indigenous peoples, and the corresponding right of First Nations to exercise jurisdiction and
authority over matters involving First Nation children and families;

Government of Canada recognizes that jurisdiction and authority over laws, policies, and practices that
relate to Indigenous children and families is at the core of Indigenous self-determination and self-
government. Government of Canada recognizes that First Nations are best suited to make decisions for the
well-being of their children and families; and

The guiding principles of the MKO First Nation draft Family Law which was created in 1999 to promote
family unity and wellness. This Family Law is foundation and provides the opportunity to work with MKO
First Nation community to develop their own Family Law based on their own needs and child welfare
matters.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Child Welfare Secretariat to

update the draft MKO Family Law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Office of the MKO Grand Chief continue to action and follow up.
MOVED BY: Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 18 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

/ MKO Gyzﬁ Chief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2019-11-05

RE: Wiijii’idiwag Tkwewag Inc. (Doula initiative)

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHERFAS,

WHEREAS,

MEKO Chiefs-in-Assembly have been working diligently for decades to restore a First
Nations System over Child and Family matters rooted in the original systems of child
rearing, education and nurturance of individual spirit;

MKO has played an integral role in advocating for comprehensive system reform including
the provision of family supports, advocacy and intensive wholistic healing opportunities;

Wiijii’idiwag Ikwewag Inc. was established in 2017 in response to the community call for
greater family advocacy and culturally appropriate service supports as a mechanism to
prevent child apprehensions;

Wiijii’idiwag Ikwewag Inc. is a community-based not-for-profit organization that provides
Indigenous-rooted wholistic support to families based on First Nations principles of love,
compassion, respect and dignity to improve maternal and child health and social outcomes,

Wiijii’idiwag lkwewag Inc. has been working with three Northern First Nations:
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation, Misipiwastik Cree Nation, and Pimicikamak Cree Nation
to implement prenatal, birth, parenting support and advocacy services for Cree women who
must travel for birth.

Wiijii’idiwag Ikwewag Inc. has been identified as a partner in the Province’s landmark
social impact bond initiative providing support in Southern Manitoba to Indigenous women
who are at risk of having their newborn children apprehended,

Wiijii’idiwag lkwewag Inc. was instrumental in securing philanthropic investments to
secure the social impact bond with the Province of Manitoba; and

Given the recognition and demonstrated benefit to Cree families in Northern Manitoba,
Wiijii’idiwag Tkwewag Inc. has received ongoing referrals to work with women from
Northern communities who are at risk of having their newborn children apprehended or
require physical, spiritual, emotional and mental support while travelling to give birth.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly support Wiijii’idiwag Tkwewag Inc.

as a service provider to offer services to the Northern First Nations
on a fee for service basis to support northern women insofar as the
First Nation agrees to receive the services,
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Resolution #2019-08-06

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO to establish a
partnership with Wiijii’idiwag Ikwewag Inc. to build on this
prevention model and recommend to the First Nations of Northern
Authority Child and Family Services Authority or delegated body
under Bill C-92, to work with Wiijii’idiwag Ikwewag Inc.. To
develop a Northern support and prevention model, identify
opportunities for investment, and secure resources to provide a
funded service to Northern First Nations women and their

families.
MOVED BY: Councillor Cheyanne Spence (Proxy), Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 14 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019
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Resolution #2019-11-06

RE: MKO to Advocate to End Birth Alerts

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

MEKO First Nations leadership and child welfare advocates have raised concerns that the
provincial government Birth Alerts policy and actions, whether via Child and Family
Services workers or used informally by health-care providers, can traumatize the parent(s)
who may already be struggling with issues such as poverty, addiction, domestic violence
or homelessness;

MEKO First Nation communities possess the Inherent Right to self-determination and to
assert their laws and customs;

MKO First Nations leadership seeks to support and empower First Nation governments to
preserve and nurture healthy family relations based on their support systems, their cultural
values and their customs by ending Birth Alerts, the policy and practice of the Province of
Manitoba’s Child and Family Services system;

Birth alerts are currently issued without the pregnant woman’s knowledge or consent,
raising concerns about privacy issues, In Manitoba, the standard practice in their Child and
Family Services system is to issue a Birth Alert on any parent who has a child in care,
regardless if the parent is in the process of family reunification with a Child and Family
Services agency. For moms and newborns under a Birth Alert, the child can be
apprehended into care within days or even hours of being born.

The UNDRIP, Article 34 affirmed that Indigenous peoples have the right to promote,
develop and maintain their institutional structures and their distinctive customs,
spirituality, traditions, procedures, practices and, in the cases where they exist, juridical
systems or customs in accordance with international human rights standards; and

Federal Bill C-92 will be enacted as a federal law on January 1, 2020 and from that point
forward the Government of Canada will have affirmed the inherent rights of self-
determination and self-government of Indigenous peoples, and the corresponding right of
First Nations to exercise jurisdiction and authority over matters involving First Nations
children and families.




Page 2 of 2
Resolution #2019-11-06

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to
advocate and address with the Provincial Minister to end the
practice of Birth Alerts and all related government policy
including legislation, regulations and standards, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MK O Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to
address Birth Alert policy and practices with the Northern First
Nations of Manitoba Child and Family Services Authority and
their mandated agencies, per Manitoba’s current Child and Family
Services system.

Moved by: Councillor Nathan Neckway (Proxy) Tataskweyak Cree Nation
Seconded by: Chief Oliver Okemow, Manto Sipi Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 17 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

Chief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2019-11-07

RE:  Crisis of Access to Indian Status Registration

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE,

MKO First Nations leadership have raised concerns about barriers resulting in a reduction
in registrations for newborns and renewals of expired Indian Status / Treaty cards;

MKO First Nations leadership have identified a significant barrier in the closing to the
public of the Indigenous Services Canada office on Hargrave Street in Winnipeg. First
Nations people are now only allowed entry to that office if they have an appointment which
they would have had to make many months prior;

MEKO First Nations leadership call for flexibility around the Indian Status registry and birth
certificate requirements around identifying the name of the father. Mothers can experience
challenges related to Indian Status registration for their children as it pertains to father
identity;

MKO First Nations leadership have expressed concern about the high number of newborns
to age seven who are still not registered. The high volume of unregistered members has
affected and will continue to affect the allocation of funding for each First Nation; and

MKO First Nations leadership have identified poverty as a barrier that has contributed to
the high volume of unregistered members. Some First Nations parents are on a fixed
income and are not able to pay the Vital Statistics fees for processing birth certificates;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MK O Grand Chief to
advocate for and address with the Federal Government a plan to
deal with this ongoing crisis with respect to First Nation member
access to the Indian / Status register.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to

lobby with the Assembly of First Nations for support to address
this crisis.

MOVED BY: Councillor Nathan Neckoway (Proxy), Tataskweyak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Oliver Okemow, Manto Sipi Cree Nation

CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 16 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat

November 20 & 21, 2019
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Chief Garrison Settee







Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
South Beach Casino & Resort, Brokenhead, MB
November 20-21, 2019
Page 1 of 1
Resolution #2019-11-08

RE: Transition Homes for Children in Care to Bring our Children Home

WHEREAS, To lobby for funding to construct homes and the development of wrap around initiatives
to secure for the full transition of “Bringing the Children Home” and to empower the
inherent implementation of Bill C-92- An Act respecting Children and Families within our
Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Territory.

WHEREAS, this level of support will enable the children to access and create better family relation and
child and youth development outcomes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to
advocate for capital infrastructure housing initiatives and
operational funding for all First Nation communities in the MKO
Territory to bring our children home.

MOVEDBY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mary Lou Leaske (Proxy), Sapotaweyak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

hief Garrison Seltee
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Resolution #2019-11-09

RE: Restoring Children’s Special Allowance So That It Directly Benefits Each Northern First
Nations Child Involved in The Provincial Child Welfare System

WHEREAS, The Children’s Special Allowance (CSA) may be inaccessible to the children the funds are
meant to support;

WHEREAS, MKO First Nations are calling for an end to all discriminatory practices to ensure full
access to the funds for children; and that the CSA should not be considered as another
source of income;

WHEREAS, MKO First Nations leadership considers that the funds should be held in trust until the
child reaches the age of majority.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief
to advocate to the federal government and its department, the
Canada Revenue Agency that the Children’s Special Allowance
be held in trust until the child is no longer in child welfare care.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Councillor Edwin Jebb (Proxy), Opaskwayak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019
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Resolution #2019-11-10

RE: The Removal of the Parent Not the Child from the Home

WHEREAS, Itis desirable to reduce the rate of child apprehension and the trauma caused from removing
the children from their home; and

WHEREAS, Removal of the parent will support recovery and strengthen the re-unification of the family
while keeping the children at home with a caregiver and in their community.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly support the removal of parents
from the home and keeping the children at home with a caregiver.
The Child Welfare Agencies would maintain the responsibility for
the maintenance of the child.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief'to
encourage and request Child Welfare Agencies to consider the
removal of parents and not the children from the home.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Councillor Edwin Jebb (Proxy), Opaskwayak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Child Welfare Secretariat
November 20 & 21, 2019

Chief Garrison Settee






