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Motion 3:

In recognition of Former Grand Chief George Muswagon's contributions
to MKO, the MI<0 Chiefs in Assembly hereby recommend that the MKO
Secretariat commission a head dress and gift the head dress at the next

MKO Assembly.

O* '+, Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation

-) F)* I+, Headman Clarence Bighetty, Granville Lake First Nation
.)F, YES

(/), For: 11 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: O

Certified copy ofa Resolution adopted at the MKO 41stAnnual General Assembly
August 23, 24 & 25, 2022
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
41%* Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
August 23, 24, & 25, 2022
Page1of2
Resolution #2022-08-04

RE: PROPOSED CUMULATIVE IMPACTS COURT CHALLENGE BASED ON YAHEY V.,
BRITISH COLUMBIA

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

On June 29, 2021, the British Columbia Supreme Court ruled in favour of the Blueberry
River First Nations in Yahey v British Columbia, 2021 BCSC 1287,

the court made four key rulings regarding the Treaty 8 rights of Blueberry River First
Nations:

1. In causing and/or permitting the cumulative impacts- of industrial development on
Blueberry’s treaty rights, the Province has breached its obligation to Blueberry under
Treaty 8, including its honourable and fiduciary obligations.

2. The Province has taken up lands to such an extent that there are not sufficient and
appropriate lands in the Blueberry Claim Area to allow for Blucbetry’s meaningful
exercise of their treaty rights. The Province has therefore unjustifiably infringed
Blueberry’s treaty rights in permitting the cumulative impacts of industrial
development to meaningfully diminish Blueberry’s exercise of its treaty rights in the
Blueberry Claim Area;

3. TheProvince may not continue to authorize activities that breach the promises included
in the Treaty, including the Province’s honourable and fiduciary obligations associated
with the Treaty, or that unjustifiably infringe Blueberry’s exercise of its treaty rights;
and,

4, The partics must act with diligence to consult and negotiate for the purpose of
establishing timely enforceable mechanisms to assess and manage the cumulative
impact of industrial development on Blueberry’s treaty rights, and to ensure these
constitutional rights are respected.

the MKO First Nations have experienced similar deep cumulative impacts from mining,
forestry developments, agriculturalization, urbanization and hydroelectric developmenis
such that there are not sufficient and appropriate lands and waters in many areas of the
MKO Region to allow for the meaningful exercise of the treaty rights of the MKO First
Nations with the result that the MKO First Nations can present facts and arguments to the
court that are very similar to that presented to the court by the Blueberry River First
Nations; and

in a presentation to the MK O Chiefs in Assembly on August 24, 2022, OKT Law advised
that the date of discoverability for the purpose of calculating time in relation to the Statute
of Limitations runs from the date of the decision in Vahey v. British Columbia, which is
June 29, 2021, which means any legal action must researched, developed and filed with
the court on or before June 29, 2023 wnder the current Manitoba law on limitations
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
41% Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
August 23, 24, & 25, 2022
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2022-08-06

RE: MKO AND NORTHERN AUTHORITY COLLABORATIVE WORKING
RELATIONSHIP IN CHILD WELFARE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

in 1992, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly approved the establishment of a First Nations Child
and Family Secretariat to act as a resource and advisory unit for northern First Nations
Child and Family Services Agencies. In 2000, the MKO Child Welfare Secretariat was
formally established (Resolution #1992-07-06); and,

in 2002, through the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry — Child Welfare Initiative (AJI-CWT), the
MKO Chiefs advocated for the mandate to provide child and family services for First
Nations members residing off-reserve and supported the establishment of the First Nations
of Northern Manitoba Child and Family Services Authority (Resolution ##2002-05-02);
and,

in 2003, through the AJI-CWI, the First Nations of Northern Manitoba Child and Family
Services Authority (Northern Authority) was established by proclamation of The Child and
Family Services Authorities Act; and,

in 2018, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly supported the establishment of the Northern First
Nations Technical Working Group on Child and Family Services, comprised of
representatives of the MKO Child Welfare Secretariat and the Northern Authority, to
resource and support the political leadership, and to establish a process for resolving issues
and achieving progress on the restoration of child and family matters affecting the MKO
First Nations (Resolution #2018-03-01); and,

in October 2021, the MKO Executive Council adopted the motion to establish a Task Force
on Child Welfare Transformation comprised of Chiefs and the CWS Secretariat. In
November 2021, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly appointed Chiefs to the Task Force on
Child Welfare Transformation (Resolution #2021-11-09); and,

in August 2022, the Government of Manitoba established a collaborative table, comprised
of representatives of Indigenous Regional Organizations (IROs), including MKO, to
address child and family policy and legislative issues affecting Indigenous communities in
Manitoba, including the Children’s Special Allowance and the federal law, An Act
respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth and families.; and,

the MKO Secretariat and Northern Authority were created to resource and support First
Nations; and,

the MKO First Nations were instrumental in creating the Northern Authority and fighting
for off-reserve mandate to provide services to their own people; and,

united we stand strong, divided we fall.
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
41% Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
August 23, 24, & 25,2022
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2022-08-07

RE: REITERATION OF SUPPORT FOR ESTABLISHING AN MKO REGIONAL POLICE
FORCE AND MKO POLICING PROGRAM

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

MKO Assembly Resolutions 2010-08-09, “MKO Vision of Policing in the North” and
2013-08-05, “Support for First Nation Justice Initiative — Peacekeepers, Peacemakers and
Gatekeepers” called for the earliest cstablishment of a self-administered MKO

Regional Police Force” in each MKO First Nation which desires it; -

On July 23, 2021 the MKO Grand Chief wrote to the Manitoba Minister of Justice, the
Federal Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, the Minister of Indigenous
Services, the federal Minister of Justice and Attorney General and the RCMP
Commissioner and requested that Canada and Manitoba immediately take steps together
with MKO to activate and operationalize the June 6, 2001 Agreement between Canada,
Manitoba and MK.O which establishes the process for engaging the MKO First Nations in
jointly pursuing the establishment of an “MKO Regional Police Force”;

Beginning in 2019-2020 and through Budget 2021, Canada has announced more than $800
million to support First Nations and Inuit communities currently served under the First
Nations and Inuit Policing Program and to expand the program to new First Nations and
Inuit communities;

MKO has been advised that Canada wishes to establish several new self-administered First
Nation police services “within a period of months, not years”; and

The MKO Grand Chief and Manitoba Justice, together with MKO and Manitoba Justice
representatives and officials, are working in collaboration and are in discussions with
officials from Public Safety Canada to secure an adequate allocation of the resources

“announced and committed by Canada to ensure the earliest establishment of a self-

administered MKO Regional Police Force.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the MKO Chiefs in Assembly reiterate and confirm support

for the spirit and intent of MKQO Assembly Resolutions 2010-08-
09 and 2013-08-05 and continue to call for the earliest
establishment of a self-administered MKO Regional Police Force
AND mko Policing Program” in each MKO First Nation which
desires it; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the Grand Chief and the

MKQ  Secretariat to pursue the full activation and
operationalization of the June 6, 2001 Agreement between
Canada, Manitoba and MKO which establishes the process for
engaging the MKOQO First Nations in jointly pursuing the
establishment of an “MKO Regional Police Force and MKO
Policing Program”;
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
41% Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

August 23, 24, & 25, 2022 ‘
Page1of2
Resolution #2022-08-09

RE: ENSURING THE FIRST NATION RIGHT OF TOP PRIORITY TO HUNT MOOSE AND
DEMAND TO CANCEL LICENCED NON-INDIGENOUS MOOSE HUNTING IN THE
MKO REGION

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

As confirmed by the Supreme Court of Canada decision in R. v. Sparrow, the MKO First
Nations exercise a constitutionally-protected right of top priority to hunt moose for food in
accordance with the Aboriginal right, which top priority applies to the promises of Treaty,
paragraph 13 of the Schedule to the Manitoba Natural Resources Transfer Act, 1930
(MNRTA) and the rights recognized and affirmed by s. 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982;

Since 2011, Manitoba has imposed a closure of moose hunting by all persons including
rights-holding First Nations persons through the Moose Conservation Closure Regulation
122/2011 in Game Hunting Areas (GHA) 12, 13, 13A, 14, 14A, 18, 18A, 18B, 18C, 21,
21A (excluding Black Istand), 29, 29A, on designated lands or any land in GHA 26;

The Moose Conservation Closure Regulation 122/2011 purports to licence hunting by non-
Indigenous persons at the same time as the rights-based Indigenous harvest is restricted, as
Manitoba suggested in the Moose Conservation Closure Regulation and in a letier from
Manitoba to the Sapotaweyak Cree Nation dated November 10, 2021;

On April 20, 2022, Manitoba announced a moose lotiery for the issuance of licences to
non-Indigenous hunters which affects Game Hunting Areas (GITAs) 2A, 4, 6A, 7, 7A, 9A,
10, 11 in the MKO region; and

Manitoba has taken no known steps to inform itself and to ensure that any outstanding food
requirements of First Nations are met and to ensure that the potential harvest of moose by
licences non-Indigenous hunters does not unjustifiably infringe the top priority to a rights-
based harvest by First Nations of sufficient moose to meet the food needs of a community,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The MKO Chiefs in Assembly demand that until such time as it is

jointly confirmed between the MKO First Nations and Manitoba

that the top priority to harvest moose to meet the food needs of the

MEKQO First Nation communities is met, Manitoba must;

a} Immediately discontinue the issuance of any licences and
cancel any licences that have been issued to non-Indigenous
persons for the foreseeable future in the MKO region,

b) Immediately cancel the moose lottery and cancel any licence
that may have been issued; and

¢) Immediately engage the MKO First Nations and MKO to
establish an ongoing process to accord the top priority and to
inform the MKQ First Nations and Manitoba whether the
outstanding food requirements of the MKO First Nations are
met on a First Nation by First Nation basis.
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
41% Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
August 23, 24, & 25, 2022
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2022-08-12

RE: GOVERNMENT OF CANADA PARTNERSHIPS AND BRIDGING ECONOMIC
PRIORITIES WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES THROUGH NATURAL RESOURCES
CANADA TO TRANSITION TO A GREEN ECONOMY

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Natural Resources Canada’s (NRCan) key priority areas with Indigenous. Peoples are
economic partnership and ownership, implementation of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the respect for Indigenous knowledge,
project lifecycle participation by First Nations and clean energy transition in First Nations;
and

NRCan is focused on bridging Indigenous prioritics for economic development with
government commitments through a national benefits sharing framework for major
resource projects, closing infrastructure gaps between communities by 2030, a new federal
target of at least 5% of federal procurement contracts, increasing inclusion in the clean
energy workforce, inclusive economic recovery and growth to achieve 2030 climate goals
and transition to a net-zero economy by 2050 and to implement UNDRIP; and

NRCan is implementing programming and funding for Indigenous partners in support of
economic reconciliation with Budget 2022 committing over $1.1 billion towards
investments to support economic reconciliation objectives; and

the Regional Energy and Resource Tables is a collaborative initiative to identify, prioritize
and pursue opportunities for economic growth and a sustainable job creation for a low
catbon future in the energy, electricity, mining, forestry and clean technology sectors
across all of Canada’s regions; and

a clean energy hub and strengthened climate plan will be developed for rural, remote and
Indigenous communities that rely on diesel to have the opportunity to be powered by clean
encrgy by 2030; and

a National Benefit-Sharing Framework is infended to reduce or remove barriers to
participation, bolster Indigenous economic participation, improve the quality and
consistency of benefits and support informed decision-making and build capacity to
participate in major project and natural resources development; and

the Indigenous Partnership Office (IPO) and Indigenous Natural Resources Partnerships
(INRP) Program will be expanded to all regions of Canada and to all natural resources
sectors that will provide funds to support community capacity and readiness to participate
in the natural resource sectors of the future, including critical minerals and clean encrgy
transition.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and the

MKO Secretariat to participate on behalf of and advocate for the
MKO First Nations in the Government of Canada’s transition to a
Green Economy through NRCan; and
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
41* Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
August 23, 24, & 25, 2022

: Page 1 of 1
Resolution #2022-08-14

RE: ENDORSEMENT OF NORTHLANDS CONSULTATION PROTOCOL AS PRINCIPLES AND
PROCESS OF THE DUTY TO CONSULT

WHERTEAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

On March 1, 2022 the Minister of Indigenous Reconciliation and Northern Relations wrote to the
MEKO First Nations and MKO regarding a renewed framework for Manitoba’s Duty to Consult
and accommodate; ‘

On July 11, 2022, the Director of the Consultation and Reconciliation Branch of Indigenous
Reconciliation and Northern Relations wrote to the MO First Nations inviting further proposals
from First Nations to work together on a renewed approach to the Crown’s Duty to Consult and
accommodate with Indigenous communities;

The Northlands Denesuline First Nation, with the support of the MKO Natural Resources
Secretariat and the Public Interest Law Centre, negotiated in an intense process over a period of
two years the Crown-First Nation Consultation Protocol between Manitoba and the Northlands
Denesuline First Nation that was signed in ceremony on June 3, 2009 in Lac Brochet and is
included at Tab 23 of the Binders of the 41st MKO Annual General Assembly;

Every principle and process element of the Northlands Consultation Protocol were co-developed
and co-drafted between Northlands and Manitoba and negotiated and agreed to by the Provincial
Cabinet and the Chief and Council of Northlands and reflects and is consistent with the doctrine

of the Duty to Consult established and reiterated by the Supreme Court of Canada; and '

The Northlands Consultation Protocol represents an effective framework for Manitoba’s Duty to
Consult and accommodate and was designed by Northlands, MKQO and the Public Interest Law
Centre to be readily adapted to the conduct of a Crown-First Nation consultation and
accommodation process regarding any matter; and

As the Northlands Consultation Protocol represents a negotiated agreement between the Crown
of Manitoba and an MKO First Nation regarding the recognition and protection of Indigenous,
Treaty and constitutional rights, it is the expectation of the MKO First Nations that Manitoba will
honour Manitoba’s commitments as set out in the Northlands Consultation Protocol.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the MKO Chiefs in Assembly:

a) endorse the principles and processes set out in the June 3, 2009
Northlands Protocol as the framework going forward for Manitoba’s
Duty to Consult and Accommodate with the MKO First Nations;

b) call on Manitoba to fully honour Manitoba’s commitments as sef out
in the Northlands Consultation Protocol; and

¢) will communicate this endorsement to the Minister of Indigenous
Reconciliation and Northern Relations and all provincial
departments and officials engaged in a Duty to Consult and
Accommodate process.
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