
Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. 

Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 

Long Plain First Nation ·Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 



MANITOBA KEEWATINOWI OKIMAKANAK INC. 
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Def: Deferred (indicate to/where/when) X: Defeated 
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Motion #1 

Motion #2 

Motion #3 

To adopt the MKO Chiefs Assembly: ''Transforming 
Justice and Policing Services for MKO First Nations" 
Agenda, as amended. 

To accept the Resolution Committee: Brennan 
Manoakeesick, Colin Kinsella, Michael Anderson, Charles 
Wood, Jenny Lay, and Oliver Veuillot. 

In addition to MKO Resolution #2022-11-01, MKO Chiefs 
in Assembly direct Grand Chief to lobby the Government 
of Manitoba Justice Department to establish a Northern 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. 

MKO Resolutions Status Report 

MOTIONS 

Chief Richard Hart, 
Bunibonibee Cree Nation 

Chief Michael Yellowback, 
Manto Sipi Cree Nation 

Chief Evan Yassie, 
Sayisi Dene First Nation 

Chief Vincent Bercier, 
Mosakahiken Cree Nation 

Chief Jordna Hill, 
Shamattawa First Nation 

Chief Jordna Hill, 
Shamattawa First Nation 

CARRIED 
For: 13 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 
For: 13 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 
For: 13 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

1 
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2022-11-01 

2022-11-02 

2022-11-03 

2022-11-04 
Rev 1.0 

2022-11-05 

2022-11-06 

2022-11-07 

2022-11-08 

Northern · MKO First Nations Experiencing 
Unreasonable Wait Times for the Release of 
Remains by The Office of The Chief Medical 
Examiner 

Reducing and Supporting Indigenous Contact with 
Provincial/Federal Courts and Justice Systems 

MKO to Convene a Two (2) Day Meeting Between 
MKO First Nation Leaders with The RCMP D 
Division 

Devolution of Probation Services 

MKO First Nations Citizens Adversely Affected by 
After-Hours Medical Transportation Processes 

Adoption of the MKO Indian Residential School 
Project Advisory Committee 

Establishment of the MKO Working Group to Begin 
Work on a Governance Framework for a MKO 
Justice, Policing, and Public Safety Directorate 

Chronjc Underfunding of First Nations Safety Officer 
Program 

MKO Resolutions Status Report 

RESOLUTIONS 

Chief Doreen Spence, 
Tataskweyak Cree Nation 

Chief David Manias, 
Pimicikamak Cree Nation 

Chief Jordna Hill, 
Shamattawa First Nation 

Chief Michael Yellowback, 
Manto Sipi Cree Nation 

Chief Richard Hart, 
Bunibonibee Cree Nation 

Chief David Manias, 
Pimicikamak Cree Nation 

Chief Betsy Kennedy, 
War Lake First Nation 

Chief Michael Yellowback, 
Manto Sipi Cree Nation 

Chief Evan Yassie, 
Sayisi Dene First Nation 

Chief Sidney Ballantyne, 
Opaskwayak Cree Nation 

Chief Hubert Watt, 
God's Lake First Nation 

Chief Richard Hart, 
Bunibonibee Cree Nation 

Chief Michael Yellowback, 
Manto Sipi Cree Nation 

Chief Hubert Watt, 
God's Lake First Nation 

Chief Jordna Hill, 
Shamattawa First Nation 

Chief Betsy Kennedy, 
War Lake First Nation 

CARRIED 
For: 12 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 
For: 17 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 
For: 17 
Against: O 
Abstentions:O 

CARRIED 
For: 11 
Against: 0 
Abstentions:O 

CARRIED 
For: 11 
Against: O 
Abstentions:0 

CARRIED 
For: 12 
AgainstO 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 
For: 12 
Against: O 
Abstentions: O 

CARRIED 
For: 11 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 

CARRIED 
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2022-11-09 I Stable Landline Connectivity to First Responders is Chief Betsy Kennedy, Councillor Annie Ballantyne 
an Essential Element of Public Safety and Support War Lake First Nation (Proxy), 
for CRTC Staff Letter Process Misipawistik Cree Nation 

2022-11-10 I Establish a Dedicated Drug Unit within RCMP "D" Chief Richard Hart, Chief Hubert Watt, 
Division Bunibonibee Cree Nation God's Lake First Nation 

2022-11-11 I MKO Calls on Federal Government to Act on Final Chief Betsy Kennedy, Chief Doreen Spence, 
Settlement Agreement on Compensation for First War Lake First Nation Tataskweyak Cree Nation 
Nations Child Welfare 

MKO Resolutions Status Report 

CARRIED I CARRIED 
For: 13 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED I CARRIED 
For: 13 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 

CARRIED I CARRIED 
For: 12 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
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Motion 1: 

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. 

Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 

Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 

To adopt the MKO Chiefs Assembly: "Transforming Justice and Policing 

Services for MKO First Nations", as amended. 

MOVED BY: Chief Richard Hart, Bunibonibee Cree Nation 

SECONDED BY: Chief Vincent Bercier, Mosakahiken Cree Nation 

CARRIED: Yes 

VOTE: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Motion 2: 

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. 

Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 

Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 

To accept the Resolution Committee: Brennan Manoakeesick, Colin 

Kinsella, Michael Anderson, Charles Wood, Jenny Lay, and Oliver 

Veuillot. 

MOVED BY: Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation 

SECONDED BY: Chief Jordna Hill, Shamattawa First Nation 

CARRIED: Yes 

VOTE: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Motion 3: 

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. 

Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 

Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 

In addition to MKO Resolution #2022-11-01, MKO Chiefs in Assembly 

direct Grand Chief to lobby the Government of Manitoba Justice 

Department to establish a Northern Office of the Chief Medical 

Examiner. 

MOVED BY: Chief Evan Vassie, Sayisi Dene First Nation 

SECONDED BY: Chief Jordna Hill, Shamattawa First Nation 

CARRIED: Yes 

VOTE: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
Long Plain Urban Reserve, Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 
Page 1 of2 

Resolution #2022-11-0l 

RE: NORTHERN MKO FIRST NATIONS EXPERIENCING UNREASONABLE WAIT TIMES 
FOR THE RELEASE OF HUMAN REMAINS BY THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 
MEDICAL EXAMINER 

WHEREAS, according to the website of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME); 

- When a person's death is unexpected and the cause of death is not immediately known or 
when the death is the result of violence due to an accident, suicide, or homicide, it will be 
investigated by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner; and 
The Manitoba Fatality Inquiries Act gives the Chief Medical Examiner the responsibility 
for the investigation of all unexpected and vi6fent deaths ·occurring in the Province; and 
If the medical exam,iner cannot establish both the manrier and the cause of death with 
reasonable medical certainty,'an autopsy will ?e authorized; and, 

WHEREAS, according to the Culture, Customs, Spiritual teachings and Grieving Process of the 
First Nations citizens ofMKO, the remains of a deceased person are to be handled 
in a timely manner with dignity and respect in all circumstances including the 
family and community cultural mourning process; and 

WHEREAS, the laws and policies of the Province of Manitoba that govern the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner conflict with the Culture, Customs and Spiritual teachings 
of the MK0 First Nation citizens when it comes to the length of time for the 
completion of an autopsy; and · 

WHEREAS, the Culture, Customs and Spiritual teachings of-MKO citizens need to be respected 
-_-- _and accommodated by the Chief Medical Examiner's Office; and 

WHEREAS, MKO Grand Chief wrote to the Chief Medical.Examiner on May 12, 2022, and 
held an initial meeting with the OCME:on August 11, 2022 to share these concerns. 
The 0CME confirmed that there are a limited number of pathologists to perform 
autopsies in Manitoba, resulting in delays. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO 
Grand Chief to inquire and negotiate with the 
Government of Manitoba Justice Department to 
·change the procedures of the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner in order to expedite the release of 
remains to respect the Culture, Customs and Spiritual 
teachings of MKO First Nation citizens, including 
the introduction of amendments to the Manitoba 
Fatality Inquiries Act as required. 



Resolution# 2022-11-01: Page 2 of 2 

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, That the MKO Grand Chief recommend the hiring of 
additional pathologists within the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner and to hire an Indigenous liaison 
who can provide support to the OCME with 
respecting the Culture, Customs, Spiritual teachings, 
and Grieving Process of the MKO First Nations and 
to liaise with MKO First Nations as required. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

Chief Doreen Spence, Tataskweyak Cree Nation 
Chief Evan Yassie, Sayisi Dene First Nation 
YES 
For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 

Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 
Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 

Resolution #2022-11-02 

RE: REDUCING AND SUPPORTING INDIGENOUS CONTACT WITH 
PROVINCIAL/FEDERAL COURTS AND JUSTICE SYSTEMS 

Page 1 of2 

WHEREAS, Indigenous persons are significantly and disproportionately overrepresented amongst those 
persons in contact with the Manitoba justice system, including in the court and corrections 
systems; and, 

WHEREAS, Many First Nation persons in contact with the justice system are unfamiliar with laws in 
Manitoba and with legal and court processes, expectations and potential outcomes. Many 
First Nation persons in contact with the justice system in Manitoba, particularly older First 
Nation persons and First Nation persons from northern Manitoba, primarily speak or prefer 
to speak an Indigenous language. Indigenous Court Workers are intended to provide 
supports to address these needs; and, 

WHEREAS, First Nation Laws and By-Laws aimed at community safety and well-being - including 
intoxicants prohibitions - are no{ being regularly enforced by police as an offence under a 
By-Law pursuant to the Indian Act follows a "long form" summary conviction process that 
is time-consuming and cumbersome for a charging officer and for the courts. There is no 
ticketable regime for First Nation By-Laws in Manitoba as By-Laws are not recognized as 
an "enactment" pursuant to the Provincial Offences Act; and, 

WHEREAS, The former community-based Justice of the Peace appointed by the Federal Governor in 
Council pursuant to s. 107 of the Indian Act were previously terminated by Canada in or 
about ~014; and, 

WHEREAS, the primary objective of the Indigenous Court Worker Program (ICWP) Advisory Council 
is to identify the needs, priorities and interests of the ICWP and to make recommendations 
on program policy with respect to the ICWP that is reflective and sensitive to the needs of 
the Indigenous People. MKO has made specific recommendations to Manitoba Justice on 
potential Terms of Reference items for the ICWP Advisory Council, including connection 
to leadership tables and alignment with the Calls to Action, Calls for Justice and AJI 
recommendations. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly support MKO's participation in the 
reformation of the Indigenous Court Worker's Program and that 
the "next steps" necessary to achieve the earliest transition of the 
Indigenous Court Worker Program to MKO and the operation of 
the Indigenous Court Worker Program by MKO for matters 
affecting the citizens of the MKO First Nations be immediately 
commenced. · 



Resolution# 2022-11-02: Page 2 of 2 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Minister of Justice introduce to the Legislative Assembly 
as soon as possible the amendments to the Provincial Offences Act 
necessary to create a ticketable regime for offences of First Nation 
By-Laws enacted pursuant to s. 81 ( 1) and s 85 .1 of the Indian Act. 

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minister of Justice, together with MKO, fast track the 
appointment of Justice of the Peace by the Governor in Council 
pursuant to s. 107 of the Indian Act. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation 
Chief Sidney Ballantyne, Opaskwayak Cree Nation 
YES 
For: 17 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 

Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 
Winnipeg, MB 

November 15, 16 & 17, 2022 

Resolution# 2022-11-03 
Page 1 of2 

RE: MKO TO CONVENE A TWO (2) DAY MEETING BETWEEN MKO FIRST 
NATION LEADERS WITH THE RCMP D DIVISION 

WHEREAS, Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak me. (MKO) First Nation Leaders have long 
advocated for immediate action to address the disproportionate services as offered by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in MKO First Nation communities; and, 

WJIEREAS, MKO First Nation Leaders have increasingly become frustrated with the in-action of the 
RCMP to address alcohol, drugs, gangs, and illegal activity within MKO First Nation 
communities; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO has adopted a Whole of Gove:,;nment approach to address the significant public safety 
issues arising from what MKO leadership describes as the "epidemic within a pandemic" 
of bootlegging and drug dealing; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO First Nation Leaders recognize that further discussions need to occur, following 
presentations and discussions made at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
held on November 16, 2022, and previous MKO Meetings with former RCMP Assistant 
Commissioner Jane MacLatchy on February 24, 2021.and former RCMP Superintendent 
Brian Edmond on February 10, 2021; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO First Nation Leaders request the presence of Assistant Commissioner Rob Hill, 
RCMP D Division Commander to attend the two-day meeting between the MKO First 
Nation leaders and the RCMP D Division. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKd Chiefs-In-Assembly direct MKO to seek resources 
and funding to host a two (2) meeting with the RCMP in order to 
build and strengthen relations with the RCMP and MKO First 
Nations and its citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the two-day meeting adopt the five-point agenda that MKO 
Grand Chief held with former RCMP Assistant Commissioner, 
including: 

1. The status of the enforcement by Members of First Nation Laws 
under the First Nation Land Management Act and First Nation 
Bylaws under s. 81 and 85.1(1) of the fudian Act, specifically 
including the enforcement by Members of the First Nation 
COVJD-19-related Emergency Laws duly enacted by First 
Nations under these statutes; 
2. In respect of First Nations which do not have a full-time 



MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

Resolution# 2022-11-03: Page 2 of 2 

Detachment and are served by periodic patrols, the applicable 
RCMP notification and engagement protocols in terms of 
notification by Members to Chief and Council when Members: a) 
prepare for and embark on a patrol; b) arrive on and enter the 
reserve lands of a First Nation; 
3. The applicable RCMP standards/requirements for Detachments 
to maintain and keep in good order at all times the detainment 
facilities in First Nations, including for the use by provincially 
trained and duly appointed First Nation Safety Officers, and also 
including requirements for Detachments to ensure that there are 
trained guards and matrons available in the event of a lawful 
detention by an FNSO; 
4. The status of RCMP policy and procedures directing the 
development and updating of Detachment Performance Plans or 
Annual Performance Plans in consultation with First Nation 
leadership, including to ensure or require that a Chief and Council 
"sign off'' on the DPP or APP applicable to a First Nation; and 
5. The status of RCMP consideration of the requests for a full-time 
Detachment, serviced on a rotational model, by the Northlands 
Denesuline First Nation and the Manto Sipi Cree Nation. 

Chief Jordna Hill, Shamattawa First Nation 
Chief Hubert Watt, God's Lake First Nation 
YES 
For: 17 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 
November 15, 16 & 17, 2022 

Resolution # 2022-11-04 Rev 1.0 
Page 1 of 1 

RE: DEVOLUTION OF PROBATION SERVICES 

WHEREAS, Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. (MKO) First Nation Leaders have long 
advocated for practical and immediate strategies to address the over-representation of 
Indigenous People who are incarcerated or in conflict with the Criminal Justice System; 
and, 

WHEREAS, MKO has steadily been working towards greater part1c1pation, cooperation, and 
operational control of various areas of Justice, Policing and Public Safety for MKO First 
Nations and all their citizens. Areas such as, but not limited to, the First Nation Justice 
Strategy, Gladue Principles, Sentencing Circles, Victim Services, Indigenous Court 
Worker Program, Youth Healing Lodge, Community Safety and Well-being Plans, the 
Recognition, Respect, Enforcement and Adjudication of First Nation Laws and By-Laws, 
and an MKO Self-Administered Policing Service; and, 

WHEREAS, As referenced in Resolution #2013-08-05 Rev. 1.0 - Support for First Nation Justice 
Initiative: Peacekeepers', Peacemakers and Gatekeepers, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly 
provided support to MKO to pursue and examine the Devolution of Probation Services to 
MKO, therein referred to as "Gatekeepers"; and, 

V✓HEREAS, MKO recognizes and acknowledges the need to re-engage Manitoba Justice regarding the 
Devolution of Probation Services. 

THEREPORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly provides its support for 
MKO to re-engage Manitoba Justice regarding the 
Devolution of Probation Services in order to improve the 
delivery of services, and to provide culturally responsive 
services and interventions for MKO First Nations and 
impacted citizens. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

Chief Michael Yellowback9 Manto Sipi Cree Nation 
Chief Richard Hart, Bunibonibee Cree Nation 
YES 
For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
Tovember 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
Long Plain li'irst Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 

Resolution #2022-11-05 
Page 1 of 1 

RE: MKO FIRST NATIONS CITIZENS ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY AFTER-HOURS 
MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION PROCESSES 

WHEREAS, MKO First Nation citizens have Treaty and Inherent Rights to health services consistent 
with the quality of health services available to all citizens in Canada; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO First Nation citizens are required to travel, and in some cases, extensively to access 
medical care not offered in their First Nation community; and, 

WHEREAS, First Nations Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB) under the Non-Insured Health Benefits (NIHB) 
program is responsible for policies and processes for transportation services of First Nation 
citizens from their community to attend medical appointments in urban settings; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO leadership express grave concern that patients, including children, elders, people 
with disabilities and patients with complex medical needs are placed in environments that 
present danger to the health and wellbeing of patients; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO citizens are experiencing extensive wait times at airport terminals, hotels, and other 
settings that are not safe or. support the needs of patients. The current NIHB process 
requires patients to travel to their destination and call the after-hours call center to arrange 
transportation and accommodations. P?.tients frequently experience long wait times when 
calling the after-hours call center, often spending multiple hours on hold. Moreover, only 
a certain number of hotel rooms are allocated to medical patients in Thompson and if no 
rooms are available, patients are told to ask their respective First Nations to cover their 
accommodations;--and, 

WHEREAS, immediate improvements to the after-hours medical transportation program policies and 
processes are required to reduce the wait times by MKO citizens who are required to travel 
for medical purposes. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to 
request an assessment of the NIHB Medical 
Transportation After-Hours Referral program system 
utilized by MKO citizens travelling for medical 
appointments; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to 
implement recommendations from the assessment to 
improve patient travel experiences, with a streamlined 
and efficient process. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: For: 

Chief Richard Hart, Bunibonibee Cree Nation 
Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation 
YES 
11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022 

Resolution #2022-11-06 
Page 1 of2 

RE: ADOPTION OF THE MKO REGIONAL INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL PROJECT 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

WHEREAS, On June 30, 2021, MKO Grand Chief Settee wrote to the Province of Manitoba's Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General and Minister of Indigenous and Northern Relations to 
request support for MKO' s Path Forward for the Investigation ofF ormer Indian Residential 
School Sites; and 

WHEREAS, MKO has received one-time funding from the Province of Manitoba to work 
collaboratively with Indigenous leadership, residential school survivors and communities 
to identify and memorialize children who did not return home from residential schools. 
The allocated funding will go towards supporting the various initiatives requiring extensive 
participation from Indigenous governments and community organizations, residential 
school survivors, families, Elders and Knowledge Keepers. The allocations have been 
determined through the First Nations, Inuit and Red River Metis Council on Residential 
Schools (FNIRRM) and ongoing dialogue with First Nation communities who are carrying 
out active searches; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO acknowledges the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Call to Action# 75 to the 
identification, documentation, maintenance, commemoration and protection of burial sites 
of children who died at Indian Residential Schools; and, 

WHEREAS, former Indian Residential schools in the MKO region include McKay IRS and Guy Hill 
IRS at Opaskwayak Cree Nation, St. Joseph's IRS at Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Norway 
House IRS and Notre Dame IRS at Kinosao Sipi Cree Nation, and the Churchill Residential 
School where many Inuit children were sent; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO will utilize project funding to support ongoing community-based engagement in 
relation to developing process to support families, relatives, Survivors, and communities 
to identify and locate children who died while attending an Indian Residential School in 
the MKO region; and, 

WHEREAS, the MKO IRS project will support MKO First Nations capacity to prepare proposals and 
leverage funding for the location, identification and disposition of the burials of children 
at former IRS sites or related locations, including the considerations of potential ceremonial 
and commemorative activities and initiatives, as requested by the MKO First Nations; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO proposes the development of a Regional IRS Advisory Committee to provide 
guidance on activities related to the identification, commemoration, repatriation, and 
protection of burial sites of children who died while attending Indian Residential Schools. 



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, 

Resolution# 2022-11-06: Page 2 of 2 

that the proposed initial representation of the MKO 
Regional IRS Advisory Committee will consist of at least 
one (1) Inuit Representative and six (6) MKO Nation 
members. Three spots will be allocated for one 
representative each from Opaskwayak Cree Nation, 
Pimicikamak Cree Nation, and Kinosao Sipi Cree Nation 
that are currently doing research and ground searches for 
unmarked graves. The three remaining spots will be 
allocated to Sayisi Dene First Nation, Tataskweyak Cree 
Nation, and God's Lake First Nation to ensure 
geographical and linguistic representation of the MKO 
region with consideration of additional representatives as 
the MKO First Nations engage in lRS related activities and 
initiatives; and, 

that the MKO Chiefs approve the development and 
representation of the MKO Regional IRS Advisory 
Committee as recommended by the MKO Regional IRS 
project; and, 

that the identified six initial MKO First Nations submit the 
names of the First Nation representatives for the Project 
Advisory Committee to the MKO IRS Project Manager; 
and, 

that the IRS Advisory Committee will commence their 
work immediately and shall provide an update to the MKO 
Chiefs at the next Assembly. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 

Chief David Monias, Pimidkamak Cree Nation 
Chief Hubert Watt, God's Lake First Nation 
YES 

VOTE: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
ember 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. 
Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
Long Plain First Nation Urban Reserve 

Winnipeg, MB 
. November 15, 16 & 17, 2022 

Resolution# 2022-11-07 
Page 1 of2 

RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MKO WORKING GROUP TO BEGIN WORK ON A 
GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK FOR A MKO JUSTICE, POLICING AND PUBLIC 
SAFETY DIRECTORATE 

WHEREAS, Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. (MKO) First Nation Leaders have advocated for 
years for practical and immediate strategies to address the over-representation of 
Indigenous People who are incarcerated or in conflict with the Criminal Justice System; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the MKO Grand Chief recognizes and acknowledges the need for the MKO Chiefs to bring 
forth their concerns and recommendations to ip:iprove Justice, Policing and Public Safety 
services for MKO First Nations and all the~ citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the MKO First Nation Leaders are calling for the development, implementation and 
operationalization of its own MKO Justice System to better meet the unique needs of all of 
its MKO citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO has. stea.dily been. working towards : greater participation, cooperation, and 
operational control of various areas of Justice, Policing and Public Safety for Iv1KO First 
Nations and all their citizens. Areas such as, but not limited to, the First Nation Justice 
Strategy, Gladue· Principles, Sentencing Circles, Victim Services, Indigenous Court 
Worker Program, Youth Healing Lodge, Community Safety and Well-being Plans, the 
Recognition, Respect, Enforcement and Adjudication of First Nation _Laws and By-Laws, 
and an MKO Self-Administered Policing Service; and, 

WHEREAS, MKO has developed an on-going working relationship herein called the First Nations 
Justice Steering Committee, between Manitoba Justice, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
(AMC), and the Southern Chiefs' Organization (SCO); and, 

WHEREAS, MKO recognizes the need. to establish a common Vision, Mandate and Framework in 
which direction can be provided to guide the various Justice, Policing and Public Safety 
initiatives which MKO continues to advocate and pursue for MKO citizens. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly provides its support for the 
MKO to establish a Working Group to begin work on a 
Governance'Framework for a MKOJustice, Policing and.Public 
Safety Directorate, with the goal of establishing an MKO Justice 
System, based on ·the vision of the MKO First Nations for 
community safety and \X;ell-being; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Working Group continue to engage the 
Governments of Manitoba and Canada, foundations and other 
entities with mutual interests in support ofMKO's vision and 



Resolution# 2022-11-07: Page 2 of 2 

objectives for Justice, Policing and Public Safety in a 
collaborative process to identify and operationalize opportunities 
to work in partnerships that will achieve MKO' s vision and 
objectives, including to secure matching funding, in-kind 
contributions and other resources; and 

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Working Group to 
provide progress updates to the MKO Executive Council 
regarding the establishment of the Policing and Public Safety 
Directorate and to provide an update at the MKO Annual General 
Assembly. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
Vote: 

Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation 
Chief Jordna Hill, Shamattawa First Nation 
YES 
For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 
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RE: CHRONIC UNDERFUNDING OF FffiST NATIONS SAFETY OFFICER PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the objectives ofMKO are to generally maintain, strengthen, enhance, lobby for and defend 
the interests and rights of First nations peoples within its jurisdiction and to promote, 
develop and secure a standard and quality of life deemed desirable and acceptable by its 
member First Nations; and, 

WHEREAS, First Nation Safety Officers provide an invaluable and critical service within our MKO 
First Nation communities by acting as first responders working to ensure public safety for 
MKO citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the First Nations Safety Officer program is chronically underfunded, underequipped and 
there remains uncertainty as to a clear legal authority of First Nation Safety Officers as 
peace officers and the capacity of First Nation Safety Officers to effect meaningful change 
in MKO First Nation communities. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand 
Chief and the MKO Secretariat to pursue and secure from 
Public Safety Canada and the Province of Manitoba: 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

1. A clear legal authority of First Nation Safety Officers 
as peace officers; 

2. An immediate commitment by Manitoba of 
Manitoba's 48% share of the $1.235 million increase 
in funding for the FNSO Program in Manitoba that 
was approved by Public Safety Canada on September 
13, 2022; 

3. An increase in funding adequate to ensure that the 
MKO First Nations are no longer paying two-thirds 
to three-quarters of the total cost of the First Nation 
Safety Officer Program; and 

4. That funding the First Nation Safety Officer Program 
is measurably adequate and sustainable and provides 
capacity for First Nation Safety Officers in each 
MKO First Nation and ensures adequate safety 
equipment, vehicles, communication equipment and 
other resources for the effective operation of First 
Nations Safety Officer program. 

Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation 
Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation 
YES 
For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 
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Resolution #2022~11-09 

RE: STABLE LANDLINE CONNECTIVITY TO FIRST RESPONDERS IS AN ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND SUPPORT FOR CRTC STAFF LETTER 
PROCESS 

WHEREAS, The MKO First Nations often experience frequent and extended interruptions in landline 
connectivity to first responders including First Nation Safety Officers, police, fire, the 
nursing station and paramedic responders; and, 

WHEREAS, further to recent interruptions in landline connectivity to first responders in the Manto Sipi 
Cree Nation, MKO has reached out to • the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) to request that the CRTC initiate a process of 
Staff Letter directives regarding the status of frequent and extended interruptions in 
landline services of Bell MTS in the MKO First Nations; and, 

WHEREAS, the CRTC has requested that MKO provide the following information: 
1. Identify the MKO communities/areas that are experiencing service issues. 
2. Identify which services are being impacted ( e.g. landline service, Internet service, mobile 

·service) and what issues the communities are experiencing in relation to these services ( e.g. 
lack of access to telecommunications services, quality of service issues, services outages, 
time to repair, etc.); 
3. Confrrm issues with respect to reliable access to emergency services, and if so, describe 
what kind of issues are being experienced, Does the community have access to 9-1-1 
services; and 
4. Any additional information MKO can provide in order for the CRTC to better understand 
the concerns of your communities. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

that the MKO Chiefs In Assembly affrrm that stable 
landline connectivity to first responders is an essential 
element of public safety in the MKO First Nations; and, 

that the MKO First Nations endorse the principle that 
adequate telecommunication service standards and 
broadband connectivity will be essential elements of the 
Community Safety and Well-Being Plans that are now be 
developed for 11 of the 26 MKO First Nations with the 
partnerships of Manitoba Justice and Indigenous Services 
Canada as well as an element of the Indigenous Justice 
Strategy for the MKO First. Nations, which is also 
currently under development with the partnership of 
Justice Canada. 
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That the MKO First Nations support and direct that the 
MKO Secretariat proceed to initiate a process of CRTC 
Staff Letter directives regarding the status of frequent and 
extended interruptions in landline services of Bell MTS in 
the MKO First Nations and collaborate with MKO in the 
conduct of a survey of the MKO First Nations to provide 
the information being requested by the CRTC. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation 
Councillor Annie Ballantyne, Misipawistik Cree Nation (Proxy) 
YES 
For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 
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RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEDICATED DRUG UNIT WITHIN RCMP "D" DIVISION 

WHEREAS, the MKO First Nations are experiencing crises and States of Emergency as a result of the 
presently virtually uncontrolled epidemic of drug dealing and bootlegging and addictions 
and the resulting and related complex of harms in the MKO First Nations; 

WHEREAS, the MKO First Nations have called for a Dedicated Drug Unit to be created and 
operationalized by RCMP "D" Division; 

WHEREAS, the MKO First Nations have called for this new RCMP Dedicated Drug Unit to collaborate 
with the City of Winnipeg Police and with the MKO First Nations and the First Nation 
Safety Officers of the MKO First Nations to urgently and effectively address the crises and 
States of Emergency as a result of the presently virtually uncontrolled epidemic of drug 
dealing and bootlegging and addictions and the resulting and related complex of harms in 
the MKO First Nations. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly call on RCMP "D" 
Division to immediately establish a Dedicated Drug Unit 
and that this Dedicated Drug Unit will collaborate with 
the City of Winnipeg Police and with the MKO First 
Nations and the First Nation Safety Officers of the MKO 
First Nations to urgently and effectively address the crises 
and States of Emergency as a result of the presently 
virtually uncontrolled epidemic of drug dealing and 
bootlegging and addictions and the resulting and related 
complex of harms in the MKO First Nations. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
VOTE: 

Chief Richard Hart, Bunibonibee Cree Nation 
Chief Hubert Watt, God's Lake First Nation 
YES 
For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 
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RE: MKO CALLS ON FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ACT ON FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT ON COMPENSATION FOR FIRST NATIONS CIDLD WELFARE 

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (the "Tribunal") found that the Government 
of Canada racially discriminated against First Nations children on reserve and in the Yukon 
by failing to properly fund child welfare services, failing to properly implement the full 
meaning of Jordan's Principle, and in the way that it designed, managed, and controlled 
child welfare services; and, 

WHEREAS, in 2019, the Tribunal ordered the federal government to pay the maximum compensation 
of $40,000 to First Nations children and their families who were negatively impacted by 
Canada's discriminatory practices; and, 

WHEREAS, in 2019, in addition to the case before the Tribunal, separate class-action lawsuits were 
filed on behalf of First Nations children affected by child welfare on reserve (from 1991-
present) and Canada's failure to implement Jordan's Principle (from 1991-2017); and, 

WHEREAS, in September 2021, the Federal Court dismissed Canada's appeal of the Tribunal's 2019 
compensation order; and, 

WHEREAS, in October 2021, Canada appealed the Federal Court's decision, upon which the parties 
agreed to enter negotiations and Canada's appeal was paused; and, 

WHEREAS, in December 2021, an agreement-in-principle on compensation was signed between the 
federal government, the Assembly of First Nations ("AFN") and the class-action groups; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Final Settlement Agreement (the "Agreement") on Compensation was signed by the 
AFN, class action parties and the federal government on June 30, 2022; and, 

WHEREAS, there is a requirement that the Agreement be approved by the Tribunal and the Federal 
Court of Canada before compensation can be disbursed; and, 

WHEREAS, on October 25, 2022, the Tribunal issued a letter to the parties explaining its decision not 
to approve the Agreement, stating that the Agreement does not completely satisfy the 
Tribunal's orders related to compensation of certain groups of individuals; and, 

WHEREAS, the Tribunal found that the Agreement disentitles certain categories of victims, including 
children who had been removed from their home, families and communities as a result of 
discrimination who were placed in non-federally funded care. The Tribunal found that the 
Agreement additionally disentitled the estates of deceased parents and grandparents to 
compensation, while reducing the compensation amounts for other parents and 
grandparents and reducing compensation for Jordan's Principle victims and survivors; and, 
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WHEREAS, the Tribunal recommends that Canada negotiates with the class action and Tribunal parties 
and allocates funds to cover all victims entitled to compensation under the Tribunal 
decisions; and, 

WHEREAS, alternatively, the Tribunal recommends removing the Tribunal approval requirement from 
the Agreement and the parties make the necessary amendments to settle all three class 
actions and move forward at the Federal Court for approval and pay compensation in early 
2023 to victims covered in the class actions; and, 

WHEREAS, the federal government has imposed a deadline date for the Final Settlement Agreement to 
be approved by the Federal Court of Canada by December 31, 2022; and, 

WHEREAS, the Tribunal is urging the federal government to extend the deadline from December 31, 
2022 to March 31, 2023, to allow enough time to enable the parties to amend the Agreement 
if necessary. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
CARRIED: 
Vote: 

that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly: 

a) support the Tribunal's decision and call on the federal 
government to, 

t. work with the parties, including the AFN, and 
negotiate with the class action and Tribunal parties 
and allocate funds to cover all victims entitled to 
compensation under the Tribunal orders; 

or 

11. remove the requirement for Tribunal approval 
from the Agreement and make the necessary 
amendments to the Agreement to settle all three 
class actions and move forward at the Federal 
Court for approval and pay compensation in early 
2023 to victims covered in the class actions; and, 

b) direct the MKO Grand Chief to urge the federal 
government to extend the deadline from December 
31, 2022, to March 31, 2023, if it is determined more 
time is necessary to amend the Agreement; and, 

c) direct that Resolution #2022-11-11 be submitted to 
the AFN Special Chiefs Assembly on December 6 to 
8, 2022 in Ottawa, Ontario. 

Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation 
Chief Doreen Spence, Tataskweyak Cree Nation 
YES 
For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0 

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the Chiefs Assembly on Justice and Policing 
November 15, 16, & 17, 2022. 




