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MEMO

To: MKO Chiefs and Councillors

From: Stephanie Connors, Chief Electoral Officer

Date: August 1, 2024

Subject: MKO Grand Chief Candidates Contact Information

Official candidates for the MKO Grand Chief election updated contact information:

CHRIS BAKER, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
Cell: (431) 293-0202
Email: chris_baker61@icloud.com

GARRISON SETTEE, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
Cell: (431) 323-3939
Email: garrisonsettee@gmail.com

Please find attached the Candidates Biography for your information.

The MKO Grand Chief Election will be held on the Opaskwayak Cree Nation August 28,
2024 during the MKO Annual General Assembly being held on August 27-29, 2024.  All
MKO Member First Nation Chiefs and Councillors will be eligible to vote in this election. 
There shall be no proxies.

Ekosi,

Stephanie Connors

MKO Chief Electoral Officer
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mailto:chris_baker61@icloud.com
mailto:garrison.settee@mkonorth.com


Biography: Grand Chief Garrison Settee

Garrison Settee is from the Pimicikamak Cree Nation. He is Ininiw and was
born and raised in a Cree-speaking home. He was raised in a home with
strong values and work ethics, where his parents instilled strong spiritual
values that keep him grounded to this day.

He attended Frontier Collegiate in Cranberry Portage and R.D. Parker
Collegiate in Thompson and went on to obtain a Bachelor of Education degree
from Brandon University.

Upon graduating from University, Garrison Settee went on to teach in the
Frontier Collegiate, Mosakahiken Frontier School and returned home to teach
in Cross Lake.

Garrison Settee taught First Nation Studies and First Nation Law at the grade
12 level for many years. He introduced his students to the critical issues
pertaining to Indigenous rights and treaties. Through his experiences as an
educator, both students and Elders encouraged Mr. Settee to allow his name
to stand for leadership at the community level.

Answering the call of his students and Elders, Garrison was first elected as
Councillor and then nominated and elected as Chief of Pimicikamak. He
served as Chief from 2008-2013.

During tenure on Chief and Council of the Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Mr.
Settee was involved with a wide range of Councils and committees, including
the Executive Council of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs and Manitoba
Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO); the Assembly of First Nations Chiefs
Committee on Education; school administrator; and a member of the Peace
Keeper Patrol-Gang Violence Strategy.

A gifted orator, Grand Chief Settee is a strong advocate for the North. He was
elected as Grand Chief of MKO in August 2018.He was re-elected for a
second term in August 2021.

He is a strong advocate for missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls,
and Two Spirit people; children and families impacted by the child welfare



system; economic development; and education for First Nations youth. Grand
Chief considers it an honour to serve Northern First Nations.

Several notable highlights include:

• Represented MKO at UN meetings in Geneva, Switzerland and exposed
Canada’s treatment of Indigenous people.

• Represented MKO in lobbying efforts for the implementation of Jordan’s
Principle, and after four days Anita Neville, former MP, brought the
issue of Jordan’s Principle to Parliament, and this was the first time it
was mentioned in the House.

• As Chief, Garrison was principal proponent to introduce a resolution to
demand an inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and
Girls at the Assembly of First Nations Assembly. He apologized to the
women that not enough was done by the chiefs to pursue the issue of
MMIWG.

• Lead discussions with the Manitoba Government to create aYouth
Healing Lodge for MKO Nations to have a venue to divert youth from
the mainstream justice incarceration process to a wholistic healing
model.

• Ensured MKO First Nations who were abandoned by the RCMP during
the height of COVID-19 had a table with the Federal and Provincial
governments to have First Nations By-Laws were acted upon by law
enforcement officials in Manitoba.

In his spare time, the Grand Chief enjoys reading non-fiction history books
and biographies. He enjoys playing music, spending time with students and
youth in the classroom, visiting elders to gain their historical knowledge and is
learning to speak Anishinaabemowin.






