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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
Chiefs General Assembly
“Land, Culture, and Self-Determination: Protecting Our Land, Rights, and Interests”
Canad Inns Destination Centre Club Regent Casino Hotel
Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
Winnipeg, MB
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

Motion 1:
To adopt the MKO Chiefs General Assembly Agenda, as amended.

MOVED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
SECONDED BY:  Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation

CARRIED: YES
VOTE: For: 14  Opposed: O Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Motion adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

/ Wﬂ% Chief Garrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
Chiefs General Assembly
“Land, Culture, and Self-Determination: Protecting Our Land, Rights, and Interests”
Canad Inns Destination Centre Club Regent Casino Hotel
Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
Winnipeg, MB
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

Motion 2:

To appoint the Resolution Committee: Brennan Manoakeesick, Colin Kinsella,
Michael Anderson, Charles Wood, Gurpreet Khosa, Anita Murdock, Lucas
Edmund, and Oliver Veuillot.

MOVED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
SECONDED BY:  Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 14  Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Motion adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

- |
7]'){[(Wd Chief Garrison Settee
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
Chiefs General Assembly
“Land, Culture, and Self-Determination: Protecting Our Land, Rights, and Interests”
Canad Inns Destination Centre Club Regent Casino Hotel
Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
Winnipeg, MB
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

Motion 3:

“Nature Agreement between Manitoba & Canada, and Northern Conservation
Trust” presentation by Chief Clarence Easter, be deferred to the next Chiefs
Assembly.

MOVED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Simon Denechezhe, Northlands Denesuline First Nation

CARRIED: YES
VOTE: For: 11  Opposed: O Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Motion adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

N, g2

/‘{!KY W&?é&rﬁson Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc,
Chiefs General Assembly

“Land, Culture, and Self-Determination: Protecting Our Land, Rights, and Interests”

Canad Inns Destination Centre Club Regent Casino Hotel
Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
Winnipeg, MB
May 27, 28 & 29, 2025
Pagelof2
Resolution #2025-05-01

RE: NEW FEDERAL LEGISLATION ON PROJECTS OF NATIONAL INTEREST

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the MK O First Nations enfered into the numbered Treaties 4, 5, 6, and 10 with the Crown,
and Canada has affirmed the constitutional recognition and protection of the rights of First
Nations peoples in 5. 35.1 of the Constitution Act, 1982; and,

through paragraph 13 of the Schedule to the Natural Resources Transfer Acts, which forms
part of the British North America Act, 1930, Canada imposed a constitutionally enforceable
obligation upon Manitoba to uphold the Treaty promises of the Crown to the First Nations
to hunt, fish and trap for food, support and subsistence; and,

the inauguration of the President of the United States on January 20, 2025, has resulted in
widespread global instability that has affected the very socio-economic foundation of the
World Order, and Canada is responding by taking measures to protect international,
domestic and inter-provineial trade; and,

the Premier of Manitoba wrote to the Prime Minister of Canada on May 7, 2025, to confirm
Manitoba’s interest in partnering with the federal government on “nation-building
projects”, including: One Canada Trade Corridor; Praivie Agriculture Innovation and

" Export Diversification, Canada’s Trucking Corridor; Critical Minerals Infrastructure;

and Indigenous Fair-Trade Zones. In addition, the Premier indicated that “true
government-to-government partnerships” between the province and Indigenous
governments can allow Manitoba to proceed with opportunities to get shovels in the ground
faster; and,

the Privy Council Office wrote to Grand Chief Settee on May 23, 2025, to invite MKO to
consult on proposed “One Canadian Economy” legislation to facilitate proceeding with
projects which are determined to be “in the national interest”, to strengthen economic
interconnections in Canada and to reduce reliance on trade with the United States. This
proposed federal legislation will be introduced in June 2025 and will include a framework
to facilitate the identification of projects that would be determined to be “in the national
interest”, and to provide certainty for such projects through a “one window™ approach to
“up-tront” regulatory approvals by the federal Cabinet and dedicated attention to approved
projects through a new Major Projects Office; and,

Canada commented that major projects determined to be “in the national interest” and
Manitoba stated that “nation-building projects” cannot proceed without a significant role
of First Nations people, and that Indigenous rights need to be protected. Canada proposes
to align efforts with section 5 of Canada’s United Nations Declaration Act and will take
all measures to ensure that the proposed legislation is consistent with the Declaration, in
consultation and cooperation with Indigenous Peoples; and,




Resolution# 2025-05-01: Page 2 of 2

WHEREAS, MKO has called upon governments to engage with First Nations to co-develop legislation
consistent of section 5 of the UN Declaration Act to ensure the meaningful and full
participation of Indigenous Peoples; and,

WHEREAS, MKO met with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
at the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, on April 22, 2025, to recommend that
Members States of the United Nations to include provisions to protect their Treaty
obligations to Indigenous Peoples to ensure meaningful recognition, constructive
affirmation and meaningful exercise of the acknowledged rights of Indigenous Peoples in
accordance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief
and the MKO Secretariat to develop a response to the proposed
federal “One Canadian Economy” legislation and to directly
engage with the Privy Council Office to ensure that the
meaningful recognition, constructive affirmation and meaningful
exercise of the acknowledged rights of First Nations within the
proposed “One Canadian Economy” legislation; and,

that the MKO response to the Privy Council Office include the
recommendation that the Privy Council Office directly engage
with MKO and the MKO First Nations to ensure the proposed
legislation enshrine the process of “free, prior and informed
consent™ as set out in the United Nations Declaration is respected,
in accordance with s. 5 of Canada’s United Nations Declaration
Act; and,

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that MKO continue to advocate and to urge Canada and the
provincial and territorial governments to include provisions to
protect Treaty obligations to First Nations in all inter-provincial,
federal, and international trade agreements.

MOVED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Gordie Bear, Mathias Colomb Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 16 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

ef Garrison Settee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
Chiefs General Assembly
“Land, Culture, and Self-Determination: Protecting Our Land, Rights, and Interests”
Canad Inns Destination Centre Club Regent Casino Hotel
Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
Winnipeg, MB
May 27,28 & 29, 2025
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Resolution #2025-05-02

RI: ESTABLISHING A LEADERSHIP ADVISORY CIRCLE FOR THE MKO REGIONAL
POLICE SERVICE FEASIBILITY STUDY IMPLEMENTATION AND TRANSITION
TEAM

WHEREAS, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly have confirmed support toward the Manitoba Keewatinowi
Okimakanak Inc. (MKO) Assembly Resolutions 2022-08-07, “Reiteration of Support for
Establishing an MKO Regional Police Force and MKO Policing Program”, 2010-08-09,
“MKQ Vision of Policing in the North” and 2013-08-05, “Support for First Nation Justice
Initiative — Peacekeepers, Peacemakers and Gatekeepers”, and called for the earliest
establishment of a self-administered MKO Regional Police Service in each MKQ Nation
which desires it; and,

WHEREAS, to date, MKO has established the Regional Police Force Feasibility Study Team comprised
of the following:

Charles Wood, Director, MKO First Nation Justice Strategy

Edwin Wood, MKO Strategic Management Officer

Kyla Villeneuve, Senior Policy and Program Analyst, Restorative Justice

Jaqueline Genaille, MKO Police Service Advisor

Erik Howells, Consultant, TruCrime Consulting

Nigel Settee, MKO Justice Navigator

Lorraine Spence, Administrative Support

Brennan Manoakeesick, Director of Intergovernmental Relations

Michael Anderson, MKO Public Safety and Policing Advisor

WHEREAS, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly have received and considered a presentation from the MKO
Regional Police Force Feasibility Study Team who have proposed an MKO First Nations
Leadership Advisory Circle to provide on-going leadership and guidance on work of the
MEKO Regional Police Service Feasibility Study; and,

WHEREAS, MEKO continues to collaborate with MKO’s First Nation, Federal, and Provincial
governments, as well as the Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service (NAPS), and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) as key partners in the establishment of the self-
administered MK Regional Police Force; and,

WHEREAS, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly recognize the significant role that an MKO First Nations
Leadership Advisory Circle will have in the continued efforts of the Regional Police Force
Feasibility Study; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and
the MKO Regional Police Force Feasibility Study Team to
establish an MKO First Nations Leadership Advisory Circle
immediately to continue the on-going work and engagement of the
MEKO Regional Police Force Feasibility Study; and
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FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly will appoint five (5) leaders to the
MKO First Nation Police Leadership Advisory Circle. An open
call will be conducted during the May 27-29, 2025, MKO Chiefs

Assembly.
MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Simon Denechezhe, Northlands Denesuline First Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

Chief Garrison Settee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
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Resolution #2025-05-03

RE: SUPPORT FOR THE MANITOBA CENTRE FOR HEALTH POLICY PROPOSED
ANALYSIS OF THE KAKISKINAWTAHITONAN YOUTH JUSTICE INITIATIVE

WHEREAS, the previous Premier Pallister government launched a Social Impact Bond (SIB) with the
goal of reducing youth involvement with the justice system. The SIB was developed for
Manitoba youth with intensive needs and significant justice involvement, and its specific
goal is to reduce the number of days they spend in custody. The Kakiskinawtahitonan
Youth Justice Initiative, is offered through MKQ, places a strong emphasis on culturally
responsive approaches in addressing the needs of youth involved in the justice system; and

WHEREAS, Manitoba Justice commissioned a multi-method evaluation of Kakiskinawtahitonan Youth
Justice Initiative, and the Manitoba Centre for Health Policy (MCHP) was subcontracted
to complete a quantitative evaluation of the initiative. This would be a numerical analysis
of how many youths participated in the initiative and how many subsequently had their
days in custody reduced. MCHP would also examine some basic socio-demographic
characteristics of the youth, such as age and sex, and report on some contextual factors,
such as mental health, family factors, and prior justice system involvement; and

WHEREAS, because First Nations youth and adults are disproportionately over-represented in the
Manitoba justice system data, MCHP must comply with First Nations rescarch and data
sovereignty protocols. These protocols require permission from First Nations before the
data can be accessed and analyzed, and they require that the analyses be done in parinership
with First Nations, Often, approval for data access and use is granted by the Health
Information Research Governance Committee — a committee mandated by the Assembly
of Manitoba Chiefs tasked with gatekeeping access to First Nations’ routinely collected
data, which acts as a regional First Nations Rescarch Ethics Board; in other cases, it may
be granted by the individual Nation(s) who are represented in the data for the specific
analysis in question; and

WHEREAS, MCHP is asking whether MKO would support the proposed analysis to determine the
effectiveness of the Kakiskinawtahitonan Youth Justice Initiative in reducing days in
custody. Approval from MKO would grant MCHP access to the data for MKO youth only
(not all Manifoba youth), and only the MKO youth who participated in the
Kakiskinawtahitonan Youth Justice Initiative would be part of the dataset. The data will
be de-identified before anyone at MCHP accesses them, which means no names or
addresses will be attached to them and will provide strict anonymity of the youth,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly grant MCHP access to the data for
MKO youth only (not all Manitoba youth), and only the MKO
youth who participated in the Kakiskinawtahitonan Youth Justice
Initiative would be part of the dataset; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the findings of the analysis will be shared with MKO leadership
and Manitoba Justice. If the analysis demonstrates that the
program is effective, it will provide quantitative evidence for
sustained funding for restorative justice efforts in Manitoba; and
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FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct MKO Grand Chief to
communicate with the Health Information Research Governance
Committee that the consent by the MKO Chiefs was granted to
share data access with the MCHP for the purposes of this study.

MOVED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

/WKQ GrcVﬁef Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2025-05-04

RE: MKO CHIEFS RECOMMEND THE NORTHERN AUTHORITY SUBMIT REVISED
PROPOSAL TO MANITOBA TO ESTABLISH A NEW TEMPORARY CHILD AND
FAMILY SERVICES AGENCY

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the First Nations of Northern Manitoba Child and Family Services Authority (Northern
Authority) is seeking direction from the MKO Chiefs on Resolution 2024-08-06, which
recommends the Northern Authority explore the establishment of a new temporary First
Nations Child and Family Services (CFS) agency; and,

Resolution 2024-08-06 was prompted by a service delivery challenge in Manitoba’s CFS
system that continues to be addressed; and,

currently, in the provincial CFS system there is a challenge in providing services to persons
who are not members or eligible to be members of a Manitoba First Nation and who may
not identify with a Manitoba First Nation, but who identify as First Nation, Métis or Inuit,
including non-status or out-of-province; and,

in April 2024, in response to this service delivery challenge, Manitoba Families provided
a one-time capacity fund allocation of $948K. to the Northern Authority to support the
transfer of cases that are aligned with northern First Nations; and,

in autumn 2024, the Northern Authority developed a proposal to establish a new temporary
CFS agency, which was submitted to Manitoba Families on November 15, 2024; and,

on March 26, 2025, Manitoba Families advised the Northern Authority that it will not be
proceeding with the establishment of a new provisional CFS agency under the Northemn
Authority; and,

in response, the Northern Authority has developed four options for utilizing the capacity

funds ($948K), which inctude:

1. Submit revised proposal to Manitoba to establish a new temporary CFS agency

2. Ome northern First Nation CFS agency to be identified to accept case transfers

3. All northern First Nations CFS agencies be directed to accept case transfers

4. Explore restructuring ANCR and integrating it into an existing northern First Nation
CFS agency

after thorough review, Option 1 has been identified as the most effective and appropriate
strategy to transition to a new service delivery model that protects children, restores family
integrity, and prepares for full First Nations control.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs in Assembly hereby recommend Option 1 as the

preferred course of action for the transition and restructuring of
child and family services within MKO territory; and,
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chiefs in Assembly reject the proposed $948,000 funding
envelope as being grossly inadequate and not reflective of the true
costs associated with establishing a temporary CFS or DIA agency
that meets legal, operational, and cultural requirements; and,

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that MKO calls on Indigenous Services Canada, Manitoba
Families, and Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada to work collaboratively with MKO to ensure adequate,
sustainable funding and First Nations-led governance over the
transition process and future service delivery.

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Simon Denechezhe, Northlands Denesuline First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

ief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2025-05-05

RE: REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FIRST NATIONS OF
NORTHERN MANITOBA CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES AUTHORITY

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

in accordance with The Child and Family Services Authorities Act, the board of directors
of the First Nations of Northern Manitoba Child and Family Services Authority (Northern
Authority) is to be appointed by Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc. (MKO); and,

as per the Authorities Act, the board of the Northern Authority must have at least three
directors but not more than 11; and,

in respecting the autonomy of MKO First Nations, each First Nations child and family
services agency or Nation is encouraged to implement their own recruitment and selection
process to determine a nomination for a representative(s) to sit on the board of the Northern
Authority, which is to be submitted as a recommendation to the MKO Chiefs in Assembly;
and,

as per the Northern Authority By-Law NO, 1, a director of the board shall serve a three-
year term and there shall be no limitation on the number of terms that may be served by a
director; and,

as per By-Law NO.1, upon the term being expired, a director’s term shall automatically be
extended, and they will continue to serve on the board until a member is ratified by the
MKO Chiefs in Assembly; and,

to date, the board of the Northern Authority is comprised of the following directors:

1. Denise Packo, representing Cree Nation Child and Family Caring Agency
(Chairperson)

William G. Lathlin, representing Opaskwayak Cree Nation Child and Family Services
Dr. Sydney Garrioch, representing Nikan Awasisak Agency

Theresa Yetman, representing Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Family & Community
Wellness Centre

5. Nick Saunders, representing Kinosac Sipi Minisowin Agency

6. Walter Spence, representing Awasis Agency of Northern Manitoba

7. Mike Muswagon, representing MKO
8
9.
1

Ll

Kelvin Lynxleg, representing MKO
Vacant, representative for Awasis Agency of Northern Manitoba
0. Vacant, representative for Island Lake First Nations Family Services

the terms have expired for the following directors; Denise Packo, William G. Lathlin, Dr.
Svdney Garrioch, and Theresa Yetman; and,
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WHEREAS, in communication with the respective First Nations child and family services agency or
Nation, MKO has been advised of the following nominations for reappointments:

1. Denise Packo to be reappointed as recommended by the board of directors of Swampy
Cree Tribal Council;

2. William G. Lathlin to be reappointed as recommended by the board of directors of
Opaskwayak Cree Nation Child and Family Services;

3. Dr. Sydney Garrioch to be reappointed as recommended by the board of directors of
Nikan Awasisak Agency; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly hereby reappoint the following
representatives to the board of directors of the Northern Authority:

1. Denise Packo representing Cree Nation Child and Family

Caring Agency;
2. William G. Lathlin representing Opaskwayak Cree Nation
Child and Family Services;
3. Dr. Sydney Garrioch representing Nikan Awasisak Agency;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly declare these reappointments to take effect
immediately.
MOVED BY: Councillor Annie Ballantyne, Misipawistik Cree Nation (Proxy)
SECONDED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: (

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

nd Chief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2025-05-06

RE: MKO RESEARCHERS TO ACCESS TREATY AND ANNUITY PAYLISTS LOCATED
AT THE TREATY ABORIGINAL RIGHTS RESEARCH CENTRE OF MANITOBA INC,
(TARR)

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the MKO Cree and Dene First Nations want to find the truth of what happened to the
children from their communities who were taken from their families and sent to the Indian
Residential Schools in Manitoba,-Saskatchewan, and other provinces; and

the residential schools were funded by Canada and operated by various Churches; and

many children died at the residential schools and other institutions and for many of them,
the records and documents related to their suffering and deaths are sparse, inadequately
descriptive, or altogether missing; and

the MKO First Nations are facing serious difficulty in accessing and rescarching many
government and private documents specifically due to the barriers created by the privacy
laws and policies; and

the federal government has, since the numbered Treaties were signed, compiled a
continuous list of all Treaty members in a Treaty and Annuity Paylist register and, after
1951, the Indian Register; and

the Treaty and Aboriginal Rights Research (FARR) Centre received copies of the Treaty
and annuity paylists for the MKO First Nations before the enforcement of the current
privacy laws and are open to MKO First Nations for research and information purposcs;
and

the Treaty and annuity paylists have information related to the families of the children who
were sent to the residential schools and other institutions and can reveal specific
information on births, absences, and deaths of the children.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs in Assembly affirm their right to access the

research on the Treaty and Annuity Paylists located at TARR to
find out the truth of what happened to the children who were taken
to the residential schools and other institutions, specifically the
children who died in those institutions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chiefs in Assembly direct TARR to maintain the open

status to access research of the Treaty and Annuity Paylists related
to the MKO First Nations located at its Centre; and

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs in Assembly accept and confirm that this

Resolution supersedes any requirement established through the
current privacy laws or any other restrictive regulation relating to
the access of the Treaty and Annuity Paylists located at TARR.
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MOVED BY: Councillor Annie Ballantyne, Misipawistik Cree Nation (Proxy)
SECONDED BY: Chief Gilbert Andrews, God’s Lake First Nation

CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly
May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

A Al
Garrison Settee

ZL
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Resolution #2025-05-07

RE: ACKNOWLEDGING THE REMOVAL OF FIRST NATIONS, INUIT, AND METIS
CHILDREN FROM THEIR FAMILIES AND CULTURES AS A CRIME AGAINST
HUMANITY AND A GENOCIDE

WHEREAS, the Crime Against Humanity and War Crimes Act, 5.C. 2000, ¢.24, which Canada
enacted in 2000, defines a “crime against humanity” and “genocide”, at section 4(3)
as:

4(3): crime against humanity means murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation,
imprisonment, toriure, sexual violence, persecution or any other inhumane act or
omission that is committed against any civilian population or any identifiable group
and that, at the time and in the place of its commission, constitutes a crime against
humanity according to customary international law or conventional international law
or by viriue of its being criminal according to the general principles of law recognized
by the community of nations, whether or not it constitutes a contravention of the law in
Jforce at the time and in the place of its commission.

Genocide means an act or omission commitied with intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, an identifiable group of persons, as such, that, at the time and in the place of its
commission, constitutes genocide according to customary international law or
conventional international law or by virtue of its being criminal according to the
general principles of law recognized by the community of nations, whether or not it
constitutes a contravention of the law In force at the time and in the place of its
commission.

WHERIAS, Articles 6 and 7 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, which Canada
ratified in 2000, from which the definitions in the Crime Against Humanity and War
Crimes Act are directly drawn, define acts of “genocide” and acts which are a “crime
against humanity” and the scope of these definitions include the actions of the Government
of Canada in enacting legislation, authorizing police to apprehend children from their
homes and operating Indian Residential School system;

WHEREAS, Article IT of the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide, which Canada ratified in 1952, define the crime of genocide as including the
actions of the Government of Canada in enacting legislation, of authorizing police to
apprehend children from their homes and of operating the Indian Residential School system

WHEREAS, onJune 3, 2021, April 15, 2024 and June 18, 2024, MKO Grand Chief Settee wrote to the
Prime Minister and the Minister of Justice 1o call on Canada to immediately commence an
investigation of the Indian Residential School System as a crime against humanity and a
genocide pursuant to Canada’s Crime Against Humanity and War Crimes Act.

WHEREAS, in July 2022, the late Pope Francis acknowledged that what occurred at Canada’s
Indian Residential School System constituted a genocide.




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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in October 2022, the House of Commons unanimously passed a motion by MP Leah Gazan
whercby all Members of Parliament asserted “that the government must recognize what
happened in Canada’s Indian residential schools as genocide.”

First Nations, Inuit and Metis children who were forcibly removed from their families,
communities, and cultures through the residential school system, day schools, the sixties
scoop, or children in care were relocated to a foreign environment and were often subjected
to harsh discipline, malnutrition and starvation, poor healthcare, physical, emotional, and
sexual abuse, neglect, and the deliberate suppression of their cultures and languages,
endured conditions and treatment through what amounts to genocide and a crime against
humanity.

Countless of the children who were forcibly removed from their families, communities,
and cultures died, with many disappearing from the records, and with the burial sites of many
of these children remaining unknown,

The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, which was ratified by the United Nations General Assembly on December
20, 2006, but which Canada has not ratified, defines “enforced disappearance” at Article 2
of the Convention as include the actions of the Government of Canada in enacting
legislation, authorizing police to apprehend children from their homes and operating Indian
Residential School system,

While the October 6, 2017 decision of the Supreme Court of Canada in Canada (Attorney
General) v. Fontaine, 2017 SCC 47, upheld a lower court decision to provide that records
associated with the Independent Assessment Process further to the Indian Residential
Schools Settlement Agreement process may be destroyed after 15 years, it is recognized
that these records represent potential important evidence as part of any investigation by
Canada or by the International Criminal Court of the Indian Residential School System as
a crime against humanity and a genocide and these records should be protected for this
purpose.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly:

1. Call on Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada and the Government of Canada to acknowledge that
the historical apprehension, removal and disappearance of
First Nations, Inuit and Metis children are both a genocide
and a crime against humanity;

2. Call on Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada and the Government of Canada to confirm that such
an acknowledgement that the apprehension, removal and
disappearance of First Nations, Inuit and Metis children is
a crime against humanity and a genocide, as these crimes
are set out in the Acts, statutes, and conventions to which
Canada is a party; including the Crimes Against Humanity
and War Crimes dct, 3.C. 2000, ¢.24, Articles 6 and 7 of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and
Article I of the United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. And
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Call upon the Members of the Senate of Canada to adopt the
Motion for an Order of Reference by Senator Mary Jane
McCallum which calls on the Standing Senate Committee
on Indigenous Peoples to study and report on how the Indian
Residential School system constitutes a crime against
humanity and a genocide, pursuant to the Crimes Against
Humanity and War Crimes Act, S.C. 2000, ¢.24, and
Articles 6 and 7 of the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court and in accordance with Article IT of the
United Nations Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

. Call on the Government of Canada to either immediately

commence an investigation of the Indian Residential
Schools, day schools, the sixties scoop as a crime against
humanity and a genocide or to make a self-referral of these
matters to the International Criminal Court;

. Call on the federal and provincial government to

immediately place a moratorium on the destruction of any
and all records that relate to IRS, Sixties Scoop, Indian Day
Schools, and Children in Care, including but not limited to
health and dental records, court files, police records, and
various government departmental records relating to
education, child welfare, juvenile detention, and
corrections, including in order to protect these records as
potential evidence in any investigation; and

. Call on the Government of Canada to immediately ratify

the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

MOVED BY: Councillor Annie Ballantyne, Misipawistik Cree Nation (Proxy)
SECONDED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation

CARRIED: YES
Vote: For:

12

Opposed: 0 Abstentions: (

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs General Assembly

N

May 27, 28, & 29, 2025

/ 7{@1{6 Chief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2025-05-08

RE: MOVING FORWARD TO ENSURE CONSTRUCTIVE AFFIRMATION OF THE
ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT OF FIRST PRIORITY TO HARVEST FOR FOOD,
SUPPORT AND SUBSISTENCE AND FOR SOCIAL AND CEREMONIAL PURPOSES

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

during the MKO General Assembly taking place on May 27, 28 and 28, 20235, the Chiefs
in Assembly received a “Right of Top Priority Update” and a PowerPoint presentation and
discussion on the theme “Broken Promises the Right of Top Priority and Article 15 of the
NFA” from Councillor Shirley Robinson of Pimicikamak Okimawin and Byron Williams,
Director of the Public Interest Eaw Centre;

the MKQO Chiefs in Assembly support MKO’s campaign to secure the meaningful exercise
of the First Nation Right of Top Priority and the full implementation of the December 16,
1977 Northern Flood Agreement, as well as the litigation advanced by Pimicikamak
Okimawin on August 26, 2024 through MKO Resolution 2022-08-09, Ensuring the First
Nation Right of Top Priority to Hunt Moose and Demand to Cancel Licenced Non-
Indigenous Moose Hunting in the MKO Region and Resolution 2023-02-14, Support for
Litigation to Enforce the Right of Top Priority in Manitoba and through MKO Resolution
2024-08-04, Manitoba to Recognize Territorial Sovereignty and Right of Top Priority of
the MKO First Nations;

beginning on December 3, 2021, the Sapotaweyak Cree Nation, Pimicikamak Okimawin,
the Misipawistik Cree Nation and the MKO Grand Chief repeatedly and clearly articulated
their firm expectations for Manitoba to constructively affirm the acknowledged and
constitutionally enforceable right of First Priority to harvest for food, support and
subsistence and for social and ceremonial purposes;

on April 25, 2024, the then-Minister of Minister of Economic Development, Investment,
Trade and Natural Resources and the then-Minister of Minister of Indigenous Economic
Development each assigned a task group of senior provincial officials headed by their
respective Deputy Ministers to work with an MKO Team which included the Public
Interest Law Centre to develop and implement the next steps on the Path Forward to fully
implement the First Nation Right of Top Priority and Article 15 of the Northern Flood
Agreement;

even though the MKO Team developed and clearly articulated comprehensive solutions
and “next steps” on the Path Forward, and even though the Ministers received briefings
from their senior officials that confirmed Manitoba’s acknowledgement of MKO’s position
on the First Nation right of First Priority, and despite the written promises of former
Minister Moses to the MKO Grand Chief, on July 11, 2024, Manitoba failed to implement
these next steps, with the resuit that Pimicikamak Okimawin commenced litigation on
August 26, 2024,
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WHEREAS, as a follow up to the seventh request of Pimicikamak dated February 14, 2025 and the third
request of Misipawistik dated February 27, 2025, the MKO Team met on March 31, 2025
with the Deputy Minister of Indigenous Reconciliation and the Deputy Minister of Natural
Resource and Indigenous Futures to determine whether Manitoba will close Game Hunting
Areas 9A, 10, 15 and 15A to licenced hinting for moose, during which meeting the Deputy
Minister of Natural Resources told the MKO Team. “don't worry about it”;

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2025 the MKQ Team determined that on March 28, 2025, Minister Bushie had
already approved the Hunting Seasons and Bag Limits Regulation to establish a Draw for
Manitoba Resident Moose Licences and over the objections of Pimicikamak, Misipawistik
and MKO for the fourth year in a row;

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2025, the Manitoba government unilaterally, without prior notice to
Pimicikamak and Misipawistik or MKO and without a Crown-First Nation Consultation
process, announced : a Draw in 2025 for Manitoba Resident moose hunting licences in
Game Hunting Areas 9A, 10, 15 and 15A; further amended the Hunting Seasons and Bag
Limits Regulation to “carve out” only a portion of the Cross Lake Trapline and created two
new Plans of Survey; Manitoba would issue non-Draw moose licences to Manitoba
Residents, Canadian Residents and Foreign Residents in breach of NFA Article 15.1 and
15.3 of the Northern Flood Agreement, and all without prior discussion on a government-
to-government basis with Pimicikamak;

WHEREAS, in 2025, and for the fourth year in a row, Manitoba approved licenced hunting for moose
in (Game Hunting Areas 9A, 10, 15 and 15A;

Over the reiterated objections of Pimicikamak, Misipawistik and MKO;
Without having first determined whether the food needs of First Nations have been
met

e Without having first determined the conservation requirements and the sustainability
of the moose populations in close consultation with First Nations;

o Contrary to the acknowledged constitutional law of Canada and the 1990 decision of
the Supreme Court of Canada in R, v, Sparrow, and,;

s In unmistakable breach of the plain wording of Article 15 of the Northern Flood
Agreement.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Secretariat to
engage each MKO First Nation:

1. To determine the food and harvest needs of each MKO First
Nation to be met through the exercise of the Right of First
Priority and whether the food needs of each First Nation are
being met;

2, To determine the assessment of each First Nation of the status
of the populations of game and fish within each respective
traditional territory and whether these populations are healthy
and sustainable.

3. To determine the assessment of each First Nation of the
challenges or barriers faced when hunting and fishing for
food, including impacts to habitat and populations; and

4. To determine whether the food needs of each First Nation can
be met by harvesting within the traditional territories of each
First Nation, and if not, the locations where hunting and
fishing takes place, including if these harvesting activities
require travel outside of the traditional territory or outside of
the province of Manitoba.




MOVED BY:
SECONDED BY:
CARRIED:
Vote: -
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5. That the MKO Secretariat will secure funding to carry out this
work.

Councillor Florence Blacksmith, Pimicikamak Cree Nation (Proxy)
Councillor Annie Ballantyne, Misipawistik Cree Nation (Proxy)
DEFERRED TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

For: Opposed: Abstentions:
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Resolution #2025-05-09

RE: INDIAN BOARDING HOMES CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
CLAIMS PROCESS UPDATE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIHEREAS,

MKO Resolution #2024-08-09 Indian Boarding Homes Class Action Settlement
Agreement Claims Process, identified that the Indian Boarding Homes Program was an
educational program created by the Government of Canada, which placed children from
First Nations and Inuit villages in other communities (usually non-Indigenous) to stay in
private family homes for the purpose of attending school; and,

the Claims Administrator provided a presentation to the MKO General Assembly on May
29, 2025, where the Chiefs expressed several concerns on the established criteria of the
Settlement Agreement including the eligibility requirement of being alive on or after July
24, 2016 and that access to the records of children who attended Indian Boarding Homes
held by Canada has not been shared with the Claims Administrator; and,

MKO Chiefs in Assembly stated at the Annual General Assembly on August 28, 2024, that
a challenge of the notion that placements made by First Nations were by choice and
therefore not eligible to compensation under the Indian Boarding Homes Class Action. In
addition, the MKO Chiefs assert that any First Nation child that was forcibly displaced
from their First Nation to further their education should be an eligible claimant under the
Settlement Agreement,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the Office of the Grand Chief

to write to the Indian Boarding Homes Class Action Class
Council, Klein Lawyers and PricewaterhouseCooper LLP, the
Claims Administrator to discuss the settlement agreement and
claims process to assert that any First Nation child that was
forcibly displaced from their First Nation to further their education
should be an eligible claimant under the Settlement Agreement;
and,

BEIT FURTHER RESCGLVED, that the MKO Chiefs further direct the government of Canada to

release the names of the children who attended Indian Boarding
Homes to the Class Action Class Council and Claims
Administrator to ensure that individuals who are eligible
claimants under the Settlement Agreement are informed of their
potential eligibility; and,

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO IRS Path Forward Team invite the Class Counsel,

Klein Lawyers to the next MKO Assembly to address eligibility
concerns that were brought forward by MKO leadership.

MOVED BY: Chief Morris Beardy, Tataskweyak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Gilbert Andrews, God’s Lale First Nation
CARRIED: DEFERRED TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Yote: For: Opposed: Abstentions:
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Resolution #2025-05-10

RE: THE RECOGNITION OF RIGHTS AND OUTSTANDING TREATY OBLIGATIONS BY
CANADA

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc (MKO), through Article 1.02 of the MKO
Constitution and through the Chiefs-in-Assembly, is mandated to protect First Nations’
inherent right to self-determination and self-government and to promote, preserve and
protect Aboriginal and Treaty Rights for First Nations in Manitoba; and

the Government of Canada has a legal and moral obligation to fulfill the obligations made
under Treaties, as reaffirmed by the Supreme Court of Canada, which has recognized that
the Crown must diligently honour its Treaty obligations through negotiation to renew the
Treaty relationship, advance reconciliation, and restore the honour of the Crown; and

many First Nations in Manitoba have engaged in good faith negotiations with the
Government of Canada to advance reconciliation, address historical grievances, and to
fulfill Treaty promises through Canada’s Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self-
Determination (RIRSDY) tables and through Canada’s specific claims process; and

there are approximately 49 specific claims filed by First Nations in Manitoba, with many
more in the research and development stages, as well as 13 RIRSD tables representing First
Nations, Tribal Councils, and Treaty arcas; and

Fox Lake Cree Nation has engaged in RIRSD negotiations related to hydroelectric projects
enabled by the Government of Canada, as well as specific claims negotiations related to
Canada’s failure to provide Fox Lake First Nation with a secure reserve land base; however,
in the summer of 2024, the Government of Canada abruptly and arbitrarily delayed
negotiations, citing budget constraints and signaling that the government of Canada has
abandoned their fiduciary responsibility; and

on Jamaary 6, 2025, then Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced his resignation and
confirmed that Parliament will be prorogued until March 24, 2025, resulting in further
delays to negotiations with First Nations in Manitoba; and

the Government of Canada’s internal political instability cannot continue to detract from
their outstanding legal obligations to First Nations in Manitoba, as the failure to fulfill
Treaty obligations violates the principles of reconciliation and undermines trust while
perpetuating historical injustices suffered by First Nations; and

First Nations in Manitoba have repeatedly called on the Government of Canada to return
to negotiations to resolve longstanding issues, as the Government of Canada cannot
unilaterally set the timeline for reconciliation with First Nations and must respect the
Nation-to-Nation relationship established under Treaties.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs in Assembly reaffirm that reconciliation requires

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED,

immediate and meaningful action by the Government of Canada,
including the resumption of good faith negotiations with First
Nations in Manitoba to fulfill Treaty obligations and address
historical grievances.

the Chiefs in Assembly urgently calls upon the Government of
Canada to immediately resume negotiations with First Nations in
Manitoba at the RIRSD and specific claims tables, with the goal
of fulfilling Treaty obligations, achieving reconciliation, and
restoring the honour of the Crown, in 2 manner consistent with the
spirit and intent of the former Manitoba Framework Agreement
Initiative and the recognition of First Nations’ inherent rights.

the Chiefs in assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to advocate
that the Government of Canada allocate sufficient resources,
including financial and human resources, to ensure the timely and
effective resolution of RIRSD and specific claims negotiations.

the Chiefs in Assembly direct MKO to collaborate with First
Nations in Manitoba to hold the Government of Canada
accountable for its legal and moral obligations and to explore
potential legal, political, and international avenues to ensure
Treaty obligations are fulfilled.

MOVED BY: Chief Gilbert Andrews, God’s Lake First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation
CARRIED: DEFERRED TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Vote: For:

Opposed: Abstentions:




