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*Status: C: Carried W: Withdrawn Def: Deferred (indicate to/wherefwhen) X: Defeated
Distribution Status: Dist: Distributed M/S: Needs Mover and Seconder N/C: Not Complete
Number Title Seconder Dist.
MOTIONS
Motion #1 To adopt the MKO 44t Annual General Chief Michael Constant, Coungilior Fred Stevens (Proxy), CARRIED CARRIED
Assembly Agenda, as presented. Opaskwayak Cree Nation Sapotaweyak Cree Nation Eggi;;_ 0
Abstentions: 0
Motion #2 To appoint the Resolution Committee: | Chief David Monias, Chief Shirley Ducharme, CARRIED CARRIED
Brennan Manoakeesick, Colin Kinsella, | Pimicikamak Cree Nation O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation /F\Z;i:;t-o
Michael Anderson, Charles Wood, Mary Abstentions:0
Jane Armstrong, Anita Murdock and Oliver
Veuillot.
Motion #3 The Financial Statements of the | Chief Angela Levasseur, Chief David Monias, CARRIED CARRIED
Corporation for the last completed fiscal | Nisichawayasink Cree Nation Pimicikamak Cree Nation i;gi;:t'o
period for which Financial Statements have Abstentions:2
been prepared and delivered to the
Corporation, being for the period of April 1,
2024 to March 31, 2025, be and the same
are hereby approved by the Directors of the
Corporation and the authorized persons are
hereby directed to sign the same, on behalf
of the Board of Directors..
Motion #4 That the Chiefs in Assembly move inio an | Chief Angela Levasseur, Chief David Monias, CABRIED CARRIED
in-camera session. Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Pimicikamak Cree Nation ;‘ggigé”t 0
Abstentions:1
RESOLUTIONS
1
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*Status: C: Carried W: Withdrawn Def: Deferred (indicate to/where/when) X: Defeated
Distribution Status: Dist: Distributed M/S: Needs Mover and Seconder N/C: Not Complete
Number Title Mover Seconder Status Dist.

2025-11-01 | Proposed Trilateral Nature Agreement in | Chief Clarence Easter, Chief Simon Denechezhe, CARRIED CARRIED
Revised 1.0 | Manitoba Chemawawin Cree Nation Northlands Denesuline First Nation ngiggt 0
Abstentions: 0
2025-11-02 | Support for National Children’s Chiefs | Chief Shirley Ducharme, Chief Betsy Kennedy, CARRIED CARRIED
Commission in Developing a National Plan | O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation War Lake First Nation i"%ﬂfr o
to Permanently End Canada’s Agstem;ons: 0
Discrimination in First Nations Child and
Family Services
2025-11-03 | Appointments to the Board of Directors of | Chief Angela Levasseur, Chief Simon Denechezhe, CARRIED CARRIED
the First Nations of Northern Manitoba Child | Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Northlands Denesuline First Nation i"ra:i;;t_ 0
and Family Services Authority Agstenﬁonszo
2025-11-04 | Protecting Our Ancestors Gathering 11 Councillor David Swanson (Proxy), Chief David Monias, CARRIED CARRIED
Actualizing the First Nation Repatriation Norway House Cree Nation Pimicikamak Cree Nation /I:\o;i:us?t' 0
Act in Manitoba Atg)stentions:o
2025-11-05 | Men and Boys Are Part of the Solutions Chief Angela Levasseur, Councillor Fred Stevens {Proxy), CARRIED CARRIED
(MABPS) Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Sapotaweyak Cree Nation ;Zgi;it- 0
Abstentions:0
2025-11-06 | Moving Forward io Ensure Constructive Chief David Monias; Chief Angela Levasseurr, CARRIED CARRIED
Affirmation of the Acknowledged Right of Pimicikamak Cree Nation Nisichawayasihk Cree Naiion ;";i;:t_ o
First Priority to Harvest for Food, Support Agstent}cns: 0
and Subsistence and for Social and
Ceremonial Purposes
2025-11-07 | MKO Amendments to Bill C-9, an Act to | Chief David Monias, Councillor Quentin Mink (Proxy), CARRIED CARRIED
Amend the Criminat Code (Hate | Pimicikamak Cree Nation Chemawawin Cree Nation iogi;; 0
Propaganda, Hate Crime and Access to Agstent}ons: 0
Religious or Cultural Places).
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2025-11-08 | Urgently Securing a Disaster Financial | Chief Angela Levasseur, Chief David Monias, CARRIED CARRIED
Assistance Program for Wildfire-Related | Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Pimicikamak Cree Nation ior:.:]:t. 0
Losses of Trappers, Fishers and Harvesters Ag';‘{emgonsﬁ
and MKO Amendments to the Disaster
Financial Assistance Regulation, M.R
4272025
2025-11-09 | Convening an Emergency Management | Chief David Monias, Chief Gordie Bear, CARRIED CARRIED
Special Chiefs Assembly Pimicikamak Cree Nation Mathias Colomb First Nation f\gzi;;_ 0
Abstentions:0
2025-11-10 | Leadership Advisory Committee Chief Angela Levasseur, Chief David Monias, CARRIED CARRIED
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Pimicikamak Cree Nation igghl:t 0
Abstentions:0
2025-11-11 | Ending Manitoba’s Misappropriation of the | Chief David Mohias, Chief Angela Levasseur, CARRIED CARRIED
Children’s  Special  Allowance  and | Pimicikamak Cree Nation Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation f\ogi;gt. 0
demanding Fair and Adequate Funding for Agstenﬁms:@
First Nations Children and Families
2(025-11-12 | Recognition of First Nations as Local | Chief Angela Levasseur, Chief Shirley Ducharme, CABRIED CARRIED
Authorities under the Emergency Measures | Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation E;;i:gt' 0
Act (C.C.S.M. C. E80) Abstantions:0
2025-11-13 | Systemic Racism Accountability Project Chief Shirley Ducharme, Chief Gilbert Andrews, CARRIED CARRIED
O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation God’s Lake First Nation Eggi:\gt- 0
Abstentions:0
2025-11-14 | Supporting the Healing Village - at | Chief Betsy Kennedy, Councillor Fred Stevens (Proxy), CARRIED CARRIED
Clearwater Lake War Lake First Nation Sapotaweyak Cree Nation E;;i;:t 0
Abstentions: 0
2025-11-15 | Supporiing the MKQO First Nations Citizens | Chief Gilbert Andrews, Chief Michael G. Constant, CARRIED CARRIED
Residing Off-Reserve Through | God's Lake First Nation Opaskwayak Cree Nation ;g;i;;. 0
Organizational Collaboration and Sirategic Abstentions:0
Supporis
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
44" Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Motion 1:

To adopt the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly Agenda, as presented.

MOVED BY: Chief Michael Constant, Opaskwayak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY:  Councillor Fred Stevens, Sapotaweyak Cree Nation (Proxy)

CARRIED: YES
VOTE: For: 18 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44™ Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

.

KO Gmna/C iéf Garrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
44 Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Motion 2:

To appoint the Resolution Committee: Brennan Manoakeesick, Colin Kinsella,
Michael Anderson, Charles Wood, Mary Jane Armstrong, Anita Murdock and
Oliver Veuillot.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY:  Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 17 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

ef Garrison Seitee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
44™ Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Motion 3:

The Financial Statements of the Corporation for the last completed fiscal period for
which Financial Statements have been prepared and delivered to the Corporation,
being for the period of April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, be and the same are hereby
approved by the Directors of the Corporation and the authorized persons are
hereby directed to sign the same, on behalf of the Board of Directors.

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY:  Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation

CARRIED: YES
VOTE: For: 14  Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 2

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Pk, ozt

fKO Gm/dof\é”efaarrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
44 Annual General Assembly
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Motion 4:
That the Chiefs in Assembly move into an in-camera session.

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 13  Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 1

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

ief Garrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44" Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn —~ Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2025-11-01 Revised 1.0

RE:  PROPOSED TRILATERAL NATURE AGREEMENT IN MANITOBA

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIERFEAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed on March 7, 2025 between
Canada and Manitoba on nature conservation. The MOU commits to conserving 30% of
land and water within Manitoba and Canada by 2030, aligning with Canada’s 2030 Nature
Strategy. It supports Indigenous-led conservation and stewardship initiatives, aiming to
protect critical habitats for species at risk and migratory birds, and addressing biodiversity
loss. The MOU also emphasizes the importance of climate adaptation and the integration
of nature and climate action; and,

The MOU sets out the Parties’ mutual understanding regarding shared priorities on nature
conservation, and commits the parties to working with First Nation, and Métis and Inuit in
the development of a Nature Agreement in Manitoba. Canada has committed to providing
funding in fiscal year 2025/26 up to $2 million dollars to support:
a) capacity for Indigenous partners to support their participation in the development of
a Nature Agreement and
b) early conservation actions in Manitoba that support shared priorities including those
related to protected and conserved areas, species at risk and migratory birds;

Canada has signed Nature Agreements with Yukon, Nova Scotia, British Columbia and
Quebec. The BC Agreement is the only agreement that is a Trilateral agreement that was
negotiated and signed by Canada, British Columbia and the BC First Nations Leadership
Council; and,

MKO Resolution #2023-02-03 Exploratory Process to Identify Funding and Other
Resources for Stewardship in Northern Manitoba, the MKO First Nations are keepers of
the north, with deeply rooted ancestral relationships to their lands, waters and wildlife in
their territories and their traditional knowledge guides us in our goals to preserve and
protect these natural resources; and,

MKO Resolution #2024-08-05 MKO Delegation to COP16-United Nations Biodiversity
Conference in Cali, Columbia, a delegation of MKO and the Seal River Watershed Alliance
(SRWA) attended the conference from October 21 — November 1, 2024, to support the
campaign to establish more Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) in
Manitoba and Canada, as IPCAs protect biodiversity and associated ecosystems essential
to the health and well-being of all MKO affiliated First Nations who have expressed their
wish to plan and implement IPCAs in their territories; and,

the Seal River Watershed Alliance (SRWA) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) on January 18, 2024, to establish a steering committee for a proposed national park
reserve (NPR), and by March 3, 2025, all parties signed the feasibility assessment, moving
the process into its negotiation phase; and,

Kitaskeenan Kaweekanawaynichikatek (Our Land We Want to Protect), a collective of five
First Nations including York Factory First Nation, Tataskweyak Cree Nation, Fox Lake
Cree Nation, Shamattawa First Nation, and War Lake First Nation—was launched
September 4, 2024, to establish an IPCA along the shores of Hudson Bay.




THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

Resolution# 2025-11-01 Revised 1.0:  Page 2 of 2

that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly affirm that any Nature
Agreement in Manitoba must recognize and respect the sovereign
jurisdiction, Treaty rights, and inherent authority of First Nations
over their territories; and direct the MKO Grand Chief to secure
funding to develop a Northern Regional Sovereignty and
Conservation Strategy, including support for a Northern
Conservation Fund, advancing further Indigenous Protected and
Conserved Areas (IPCAs), and ensuring that Indigenous-led
conservation and stewardship initiatives are recognized, funded,
and prioritized in the proposed Nature Agreement in Manitoba;
and,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and
the MKO Secretariat to organize a gathering in early 2026 to bring
land users together to discuss Indigenous-led conservation and
stewardship initiatives in northern Manitoba, and to consider
recovery strategies related to species at risk, restoring lands and
ecosystems, integrating nature and climate action; and

that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct Grand Chief to assert that
First Nations leadership are directly involved in any negotiation
towards a trilateral Nature Agreement in Manitoba that includes
First Nations as signatories; and,

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, a preliminary northern regional strategy be presented to the MKO
Chiefs at the next Assembly.
MOVED BY: Chief Clarence Easter, Chemawawin Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Simon Denechezhe, Northlands Denesuline First Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 18 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

7 KO Gragiid Chief Garrison Settee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44™ Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Pagelof2
Resolution #2025-11-02

RE: SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHIEFS COMMISSION IN DEVELOPING A
NATIONAL PLAN TO PERMANENTLY END CANADA’S DISCRIMINATION IN FIRST
NATIONS CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Sacred and Spiritual Customary Laws, Treaty and Inherent Rights of First Nations
establish and guarantee the right and responsibility of First Nations to care for our children
and families, and this right cannot be displaced by federal or provincial legislation or
agreements; and,

the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) and
the United Nations Declaration Act recognize the right of Indigenous families and
communities to retain shared responsibility for the upbringing, training, education and
well-being of their children, consistent with the rights of the child; and,

the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society (Caring Society) and the Assembly of
First Nations (AFN) filed a Canadian Human Rights complaint in 2007 alleging Canada’s
inequitable provision of First Nations Child and Family Services (FNCFS) and its choice
not to correctly implement Jordan’s Principle were discriminatory resulting in serious and
irremediable harms; and,

the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT or Tribunal) substantiated the human rights
complaint in 2016 and ordered Canada to cease its discriminatory practices, reform the
FNCFS program and immediately implement the full scope of Jordan’s Principle; and,

the First Nations-in-Assembly established the National Children's Chiefs Commission
(NCCC) to oversee and provide strategic direction in relation to Long-Term Reform
through AFN Resolutions 60/2024, Addressing Long-Term Reform of the First Nations
Child and Family Services Program and Jordan’s Principle, and 61/2024, Meaningful
Consultation on Long-Term Reform of First Nations Child and Family Services; and,

the NCCC is comprised of Commissioners representing 11 regions in Canada, including
Manitoba; and,

the First Naﬁons—in-Assembly directed the NCCC through AFN Resolution 60/2024, to
establish a negotiation team (NCCC Negotiation Team) with regional representation that
will be responsible for carrying out the negotiations for Long-Term Reform; and,

the Tribunal issued CHRT 80 on August 20, 2025, ordering Canada, the AFN and the
Caring Society to work in consultation with the NCCC to move forward on developing a
national plan on Long Term Reform in FNCFS and requiring the parties to submit their
remedies, either separately or together, within four months of this ruling; and,

the First Nations-in-Assembly approved the terms of reference of the NCCC and the NCCC
Negotiation Team through AFN Resolution 52/2025, dpproving Terms of Reference for
FNCFS and Jordan’s Principle Tables, thereby supporting the NCCC to continue its work
in developing a national plan on Long-Term Reform in FNCFS with regional variation;
and,




Resolution# 2025-11-02: Page 2 of 2

WHEREAS, the NCCC and other parties are initiating a regional engagement strategy to solicit input
from First Nations to inform the national plan on Long-Term Reform in FNCFS and ensure
regional perspectives and interests are included; and,

WHEREAS, Manitoba First Nations continue to experience the highest rates of child apprehension in
Canada, and Manitoba-specific perspectives must be reflected in the national plan on Long-
Term Reform in FNCFS.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly affirm that the Sacred and Spiritual
Customary Laws, Treaty and Inherent Rights of First Nations
establish and guarantee the right and responsibility of First
Nations to care for our children and families, and this right cannot
be displaced by federal or provincial legislation or agreements;
and,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly declare that the sacred
responsibility to protect and nurture our children and families is at
the heart of the survival and sovereignty of our Nations and is
integral to the cultural identity and future of our Nations.

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and
Secretariat to:

1) declare support for the National Children’s Chiefs
Commission (NCCC) in developing a national plan to
permanently end Canada’s discrimination in First Nations
Child and Family Services (FNCFS) that recognizes
regional variation and uniqueness; and,

2) commit to meaningful and effective collaboration with
regional experts and rights holders from First Nations in
Manitoba to ensure substantive contributions to and
participation in the process; and,

3) advocate for and pursue securing adequate resources for the
engagement of the MKO First Nations in the process; and,

4) require regular updates from the NCCC and MKO
representatives to maintain accountability and transparency
in the progress of Long-Term Reform in FNCFS.

MOVED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation

CARRIED: YES
Vote: For:

19 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

.;‘77\4}(0 GWQ_}’ Garrison Settee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44™ Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2025-11-03

RE:  APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FIRST NATIONS OF
NORTHERN MANITOBA CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES AUTHORITY

. WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

in accordance with The Child and Family Services Authorities Act, the board of directors
of the First Nations of Northern Manitoba Child and Family Services Authority (Northern
Authority} is to be appointed by Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc, (MKO); and,

as per the Authorities Act, the board of the Northern Authority must have at least three
directors but not more than 11; and,

in respecting the autonomy of MKOQ First Nations, each First Nations child and family
services agency or Nation is encouraged to implement their own recruitment and selection
process to determine a nomination for a representative(s) to sit on the board of the Northern
Authority, which is fo be submitted as a recommendation to the MKO Chiefs in Assembly;
and,

as per the Northern Authority By-Law NO. 1, a director of the board shall serve a three-
year term and there shall be no limitation on the number of terms that may be served by a
director. Upon the term being expired, a director’s term shall automatically be extended,
and they will continue to serve on the board until a member is ratified by the MKO Chiefs
in Assembly; and,

to date, the Board of Directors of the Northern Authority includes:

Denise Packo, representing Cree Nation Child and Family Caring Agency (Chairperson)
William G, Lathlin, representing Opaskwayak Cree Nation Child and Family Services
Dr. Sydney Garrioch, representing Nikan Awasisak Agency

Walter Spence, representing Awasis Agency of Northern Manitoba

Mike Muswagon, representing MKO

Kelvin Lynxleg, representing MKO

Vacancy, representative for Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Family & Community
Wellness Centre

8. Vacancy, representative for Kinosao Sipi Minisowin Agency

9. Vacancy, representative for Awasis Agency of Northern Manitoba

10.Vacancy, representative for Island Lake First Nations Family Services

Nov kBN

the Board of Directors of Awasis Agency has notified MKO and is recommending to the
Chiefs in Assembly that Linda Dettanikkeaze as the Dene representative for Awasis
Agency be appointed to the Board of Directors of the Northern Authority; and,

Chief and Council of Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation has notified MKO and is
recommending to the Chiefs in Assembly that Derek Hart as the representative for the
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Family & Community Wellness Centre be appointed to the
Board of Directors of the Northern Authority; and,




Resolution# 2025-11-03:  Page 2 of 2

WHEREAS, Chief and Council of Norway House Cree Nation has notified MKO and is recommending
to the Chiefs in Assembly that Myrma Gamblin as the representative for Kinosao Sipi
Minisowin Agency be appointed to the Board of Directors of the Northern Authority.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly hereby appoint Linda
Dettanikkeaze, Derek Hart, and Myrna Gamblin to the Board of
Directors of the Northern Authority, effective immediately.

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Simon Denechezhe, Northlands Denesuline First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Vo st

MKO Gpand Chief Garrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Ine,
44" Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2025-11-04

RE: PROTECTING OUR ANCESTORS GATHERING I1: ACTUALIZING THE FIRST
NATION REPATRIATION ACT IN MANITOBA

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

MKO recognizes that neither Canada nor Manitoba have a policy and legislative
framework that clearly recognizes the right and confirms and confers the authority of First
Nations to repatriate, protect, and care-take the remains of their Ancestors and Ancestral
belongings that are currently in the control and custody of government agencies,
organizations, and institutions such as museums and universities; and,

on February 20-22, 2024, MKO's IRS Path Forward Program and the Sioux Valley Dakota
Nation co-hosted a successful gathering with the theme, “Protecting Qur Ancestors
Conference Exploring the Development of a National Law to Protect Our Ancestors in
Canada”, and brought together leadership, policy-makers, practitioners, researchers, and
technicians to discuss the need for legislation similar to the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the United States; and,

building upon the examples, “lessons learned”, dialogue, educational awareness and
progress of the first Protecting Our Ancestors Conference, and further to the support and
direction of the leadership of the MKO First Nations, the MKO Path Forward Team and
the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation collaborated with First Nation, Metis, and Inuit
representatives and legal experts to conceptualize the principles and elements of a
“NAGPRA Plus-like” law to reflect the unique legal, cultural, and historical contexts of
First Nations, Metis and Inuit in Canada and in Manitoba; and,

former Independent Special Interlocutor Kimberly Murray joined MKO’s IRS Path
Forward Program in April 2025 and is called upon to draft framework legislation aimed to
protect and secure the return of the remains of First Nation Ancestors, as well as cultural
items, and to protect the burial sites and grounds of the missing and disappeared children
and of the Ancestors of First Nations; and,

the draft First Nation Repatriation Act was presented to the MKO Chiefs in Assembly,
together with a description of the proposed function of the proposed legislation and how
the draft [egislation is consistent with and responds to: the TRC Calls to Action on missing
children and womarked graves; the United Nations Declaration on the Righis of Indigenous
Peoples; the Obligations identified by the Independent Special Interlocutor; the need to fill
gaps in Manitoba’s heritage and burial protection laws; and, the need to create a First
Nation-led legal framework for truth, protection, and repatriation of Ancestors and Cultural
Belongings; and,

the MKO Fizst Nations are recognized as national leaders in conceptualizing and pursuing
the co-development and earliest introduction of legislation to compel governments and
repositories in Canada and Manitoba, such as museums and universities, to repatriate the
remains of First Nation Ancestors and Cultural Objects and to include as guiding entities
in this process the National Centre of Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR), the Office of the
Independent Special Interlocutor for Missing Children and Unmarked Graves and Burial
Sites associated with Indian Residential Schools, as well as other First Nation entities and
governments.




Resolution# 2025-11-04:  Page 2 of 2

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief

and the MKO IRS Path Forward Team to build upon the success
of the first Protecting Our Ancestors Conference and to co-
organize and co-convene a follow-up Protecting Our Ancestors
Conference in fiscal year 2026-27; and

that the MKO Grand Chief and the MKO IRS Path Forward
invite other First Nation partners to join with MKO in a process
of collaborative co-development to refine and advance the earliest
introduction the First Nation Repatriation Act; and

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and the
MEKO Secretariat to refine and advance the earliest introduction the
First Nation Repatriation Act, in order to:

1) fill identified gaps in the current provincial and federal legal
policy and legislation framework; and,

2) ensure the respectful and culturally appropriate treatment of
unmarked graves and burial sites of children associated with
former residential schools; and,

3) ensure the respectful and culturally appropriate treatment of
all sites of unmarked graves and burials of Ancestors and
sites containing Ancestral and cultural goods and
belongings, as well as sites which are otherwise of cultural
significance to First Nations; and,

4) ensure the timely, respectful and dignified return of
Ancestors, Culturally Significant Animal Remains,
Associated Burial Objects, Cultural Belongings, and related
Records that are in the custody, care, control, possession or
title of Repositories back to First Nations.

Councillor David Swanson, Norway House Cree Nation (Proxy)
Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED,
MOVED BY:
SECONDED BY:
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For:

17 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

pr

7151 O GrandChief Garrison Settee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44™ Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 0f2
Resolution #2025-11-05

RE: MEN AND BOYS ARE PART OF THE SOLUTION (MABPS)

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Men and Boys are Part of the Solution (MABPS) is a program hosted through the
Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. (MKO) Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls (MMIWG) Liaison Unit. The MABPS program is geared toward ending
intimate partner violence (IPV) and gender-based violence (GBV) and helps Indigenous
men and boys realize their potential in becoming active in reducing IPV and GBV in their
communities; and,

the MABPS team is well versed in conducting ceremony and culture-based activities,
which effectively promotes healthy self-esteem, knowledge of traditional parenting and
family structure, and role modelling for both Indigenous men and boys in communities;

through investment into organizations and programs that do the critical work needed to
prevent the ongoing crisis of IPV and GBV in Manitoba communities, meaningful change
can occur. Projects like the MKO MABPS program can effectively reduce the number of
cases of IPV and GBYV in First Nations in northern Manitoba. The MKO MMIWG Liaison
Unit seeks support to continue operation of the MABPS program; and,

the MMIWG Calls for Justice 7.3 states “We call upon all governments and health service
providers to support Indigenous-led prevention initiatives in the areas of health and
community awareness, including, but not limited to programming for Indigenous men and
boys™; and,

in the Forward section of the Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, Sylvia Murphy states “men and boys are
important as well; they need programs and supports to be fathers of future generations.
Improvements in programs to help men and boys recognize their importance in protecting
the women and girls in this world”; and,

The MKO Chiefs in Assembly acknowledge, accept and support AFN Draft Resolution
#13 / 2025 “Support for Sustained Funding for Men and Boys Healing Programs to
Prevent MMIWG2S and Uphold the 231 Calls for Justice” as presented at the Assembly
of First Nations General Assembly held September 3-5, 2025, in Winnipeg, MB

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The MKO Chiefs in Assembly reiterate their support of the

objectives and initiatives described in MKO Resolution #2024-
08-01 “Call for New Funding Supports for Indigenous Men and
Boys” and direct the MKO Grand Chief and the MKO MMIWG
Liaison Unit to continue seeking the commitment from the
Provincial and Federal governments to establish permanent and
sustainable funding for the MKO Men and Boys are Part of the
Solution program,
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MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Councillor Fred Stevens, Sapotaweyak Cree Nation (Proxy)
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 14 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44™ Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

7 'MKO Grahd Chief Garrison Settee
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November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of3
Resolution #2025-11-06

RE: MOVING FORWARD TO ENSURE CONSTRUCTIVE AFFIRMATION OF THE
ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT OF FIRST PRIORITY TO HARVEST FOR FOOD,
SUPPORT AND SUBSISTENCE AND FOR SOCIAL AND CEREMONIAL PURPOSES

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

during the MKO Annual GGeneral Assembly taking place on November 4, 5, and 6, 2025,
the Chiefs in Assembly received a “Right of Top Pricrity Update™ and a PowerPeint
presentation and discussion on the theme “Food Sovereignty and the First Nation Right of
Top Priority” from Chief David Monias of the Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Natalie Copps
of the Public Interest Law Centre and Michael Anderson, Advisor to the MKO Grand
Chief; and,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly support MKO’s campaign to secure the meaningful exercise
of the First Nation Right of Top Priority and the full implementation of the December 16,
1977 Northern Flood Agreement, as well as the litigation advanced by Pimicikamak
Okimawin on August 26, 2024 through MKO Resolution 2022-08-09, Ensuring the First
Nation Right of Top Priority to Hunt Moose and Demand to Cancel Licenced Non-
Indigenous Moose Hunting in the MKO Region and Resolution 2023-02-14, Support for
Litigation to Enforce the Right of Top Priority in Manitoba and through MKO Resolution
2024-08-04, Manitoba to Recognize Territorial Sovereignty and Right of Top Priority of
the MKO First Nations; and,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly also expressed support for the litigation advanced by the
Misipawistik Cree Nation on September 17, 2025, also to advance the meaningful exercise
of the First Nation right of Top Priority for the ¢itizens of Misipawistik; and,

beginning on December 3, 2021, the Sapotaweyak Cree Nation, Pimicikamak Okimawin,
the Misipawistik Cree Nation and the MKO Grand Chief repeatedly and clearly articulated
their firm expectations for Manitoba to constructively affirm the acknowledged and
constitutionally enforceable right of First Priority to harvest for food, support and
subsistence and for social and ceremonial purposes; and,

on April 25, 2024, the then-Minister of Minister of Economic Development, Investment,
Trade and Natural Resources and the then-Minister of Minister of Indigenous Economic
Development each assigned a task group of senior provincial officials headed by their
respective Deputy Ministers to work with an MKO Team which included the Public
Interest Law Centre to develop and implement the next steps on the Path Forward to fully
implement the First Nation Right of Top Priority and Article 15 of the Northern Flood
Agreement; and,

even though the MKO Team developed and clearly articulated comprehensive solutions
and “next steps” on the Path Forward, and even though the Ministers received briefings
from their senior officials that confirmed Manitoba’s acknowledgement of MKQO’s position
on the First Nation right of First Priority, and despite the written promises of former
Minister Moses to the MKO Grand Chief, on July 11, 2024, Manitoba failed to implement
these next steps, with the result that Pimicikamak Okimawin commenced litigation on
August 26, 2024; and,




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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as a follow up to the seventh request of Pimicikamak dated February 14, 2025 and the third
request of Misipawistik dated February 27, 2025, the MKO Team met on March 31, 2025
with the Deputy Minister of Indigenous Reconciliation and the Deputy Minister of Natural
Resource and Indigenous Futures to determine whether Manitoba will close Game Hunting
Areas 94, 10, 15 and 15A to licenced hinting for moose, during which meeting the Deputy
Minister of Natural Resources told the MKO Team “don't worry about it”; and,

on April 1, 2025 the MKO Team determined that on March 28, 2025, Minister Bushie had
already approved the Hunting Seasons and Bag Limits Regulation to establish a Draw for
Manitoba Resident Moose Licences and over the objections of Pimicikamak, Misipawistik
and MKQ for the fourth year in a row; and,

on May 1, 2025, the Manitoba government unilaterally announced, without prior notice to
Pimicikamak and Misipawistik or MKO and without a Crown-First Nation Consultation
process: a Draw in 2025 for Manitoba Resident moose hunting licences in Game Hunting
Areas 9A, 10, 15 and 15A together with an overall 300% increase in the number of moose
“tags” allocated to licenced hunters; further amended the Hunting Seasons and Bag Limits
Regulation to “carve out” only a portion of the Cross Lake Trapline and created two new
Plans of Survey; Manitoba would issue non-Draw moose licences to Manitoba Residents,
Canadian Residents and Foreign Residents in breach of NFA Article 15.1 and 15.3 of the
Northern Flood Agreement, and all without prior discussion on a government-to-
government basis with Pimicikamak; and,

in 2025, and for the fourth year in a row, Manitoba approved licenced hunting for moose
in Game Hunting Areas 9A, 10, 15 and 15A:

e QOver the reiterated objections of Pimicikamak, Misipawistik and MKO;

e Without having first determined whether the food needs of First Nations have been
met ‘

e  Without having first determined the conservation requirements and the sustainability
of the moose populations in close consultation with First Nations;

e Contrary to the acknowledged constitutional law of Canada and the 1990 decision of
the Supreme Court of Canada in R. v. Sparrow, and;

s In unmistakable breach of the plain wording of Article 15 of the Northern Flood
Agreement.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Secretariat fo

engage each MKO First Nation:

1. That the MKO Secretariat will assist and provide support to
every MKO First Nation who wishes to do so, to advance an
assertion of the Right of Top Priority to the Province of
Manitoba and to Canada and to request that Manitoba
immediately cease the issuance of licenses to hunt moose
within the Traditional Territory and Registered Trapline
Section of each respective First Nation;

2. To determine the food and harvest needs of each MKO First
Nation that must be met through the exercise of the Right of
Top Priority and whether the food needs of each First Nation
are being met;

3, To seek the Traditional Knowledge of each MKO First Nation
and determine the assessment of each First Nation of the
status of the populations of game and fish within each
respective traditional territory and whether these populations
are healthy and sustainable;
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4. To determine the assessment of each First Nation of the
challenges or barriers faced when hunting and fishing for
food, including impacts to habitat and populations; and,

5. To determine whether the food needs of each First Nation can
be met by harvesting within the traditional territories of each
First Nation, and if not, the locations where hunting and
fishing takes place, including if these harvesting activities
require travel outside of the traditional territory or outside of
the province of Manitoba.

6. That the MKO Secretariat will make every effort to secure
funding to carry out this work.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk, Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 14 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

Q\ﬁ. W Aidloe

MKO Gran Chzef Garrison Seitee
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Resolution #2025-11-07

RE: MKO AMENDMENTS TO BILL C-9, AN ACT TO AMEND THE CRIMINAL CODE
(HATE PROPAGANDA, HATE CRIME AND ACCESS TO RELIGIOUS OR CULTURAL
PLACES).

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

"The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) documented the genocide
committed against Indigenous Peoples through the Tndian Residential School system,
which forcibly removed thousands of children from their families, subjected them to abuse,
and caused the deaths of many who never returned home; and,

the continued confirmations of unmarked graves of children at former residential school
sites across Canada have validated what Survivors, families, and Elders have long told the
world — that these atrocities occurred, and that their truths must be honoured; and,

the denial, justification, or minimization of the harms caused by the Indian Residential
School system retraumatizes Survivors, dishonours the memory of the children who never
refurned home, fuels racism, and undermines the ongoing processes of truth, justice, and
recongiliation; and,

in 2022, Canada amended the Criminal Code (Bill C-250) to make Holocaust denial
unlawful, recognizing that public denial of genocide constitutes hate speech and causes
lasting harm to survivors and their communities; and,

in 2024, Member of Parliament Leah Gazan introduced Bill C-413, seeking to criminalize
the public denial, justification, or minimization of the Indian Residential School system
and the existence of unmarked graves and has reintroduced this legislation on October 31,
2025 as Bill C-254; and,

Survivors, Elders, the First Nations Leadership Council, and the Assembly of First Nations
(AFN) have consistently called upon the Government of Canada to take legislative action
to make Residential School denialism a criminal offence and recognize it as hate speech
against Indigenous Peoples; and,

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO) fully supports these national calls for justice
and stands with the AFN, Survivors, and all Indigenous leadership in ensuring that truth is
protected, denialism is condemned, and justice is upheld for all those impacted by the
residential school system; and,

on September 19, 2025, the Minister of Justice introduced Bill C-9, An Act to amend the
Criminal Code (hate propaganda, hate crime and access to religious or cultural places),
which does not provide any protection for hate crimes against Indigenous spiritual and
ceremonial sites or Indigenous burial sites, or defines and includes Residential School
Denialism as a hate crime.




THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
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the MKO Chiefs in Assembly affirm that denialism is an assault
on truth, memory, and healing, and that Canada must extend the
same legal protections to Indigenous Peoples as it provides to
Holocaust survivors and their descendants; and,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly express full support for the
Assembly of First Nations (AFN) in its efforts to advocate for
amendments to the Criminal Code of Canada to criminalize the
public condoning, denial, justification, or minimization of the
Indian Residential School system and the unmarked graves of
Indigenous children; and,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly call upon the Government of
Canada to introduce and pass government-sponsored legislation
— not merely private member’s bills — to make Residential
School denialism a criminal offence under the Criminal Code,
recognizing it as a form of hate speech and historical denial that
perpetuates harm; and,

that MKO Grand Chief and the MKO Secretariat call on the
Minister of Justice to immediately introduce the following
amendments to Bill C-9:

1) Include explicit protection for Indigenous spiritual and
ceremonial sites, which are often not represented by physical
“brick and mortar” structures such as churches, and which are
often located on the land; and,

2) Include explicit protection for an Indigenous spiritual or
ceremonial structure or site, such as a sweat lodge, a
longhouse, tipi, and gathering sites such as “marker”
culturally- significant and culturally modified landforms such
as petroglyphs and petroforms, Traditional Land Use sites,
geological sites and culturally modified trees; and,

3) Include explicit protection of sites with Indigenous burials,
whether recent, historic or pre-contact, and whether or not such
sites are identified as a “cemetery” under any applicable
provincial or federal legislation; and,

4) Define and include Residential School Denialism as a hate
crime.

Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
Councillor Quentin Mink, Chemawawin Cree Nation (Proxy)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED,
MOVED BY:
SECONDED BY:
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For:

14 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

( N Q;ZZ:@/

MKO Grand Chief Garrison Settee
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44" Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
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Resolution #2025-11-08

RE: URGENTLY SECURING A DISASTER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR
WILDFIRE-RELATED LOSSES OF TRAPPERS, FISHERS AND HARVESTERS AND
MKO AMENDMENTS TO THE DISASTER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE REGULATION,
M.R 42/2025

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

as of November 5, 2025, the Wildfire Service of Manitoba Natural Resources reports there
have been 433 wildfires in Manitoba which have burned 2,169,953 hectares, or 5,362,070
acres, of forests and lands; and,

Forestry Canada reports that in 1989, there were 1,147 wildfires in Manitoba which burned
3,280,000 hectares, or 8,105,056 acres, of forests and lands; and, '

MEKO’s focused advocacy during the active-fire period of the 1989 wildfire season directly
resulted in Canada and Manitoba jointly announcing a commitment of $1.7 million to be
applied through the Manitoba Disasier Assistance Board {(as it then was) for the
replacement of wildfire-related uninsurable losses to camps, cabins, equipment and related
infrastructure by Trappers, Fishers and Harvesters; and,

the $1.7 million in Disaster Financial Assistance to Trappers, Fishers and Harvesters in
1989 dollars is the equivalent of $3,763,956.64 in 2025; and,

in 1989, MKO co-developed the personal claim forms with the Disaster Assistance Board
and urgently carried out an extensive low-level aerial survey over nearly two-thirds of
Manitoba to identify the 181 camps that were lost due to wildfire for which claims were
cligible to be submitted and directly delivered the claim forms to potential claimants in
each MKO First Nation; and,

for several more years after 1989, Manitoba continued to establish a Disaster Financial
Assistance Program for wildfire-related losses to cabins, contents and equipment essential
to the operation of registered trap lines, for example in 2004, to address the 1,148 wildfires
in 2003, which burned 430,170 hectares, or 1,062,973 acres of forests and land; and,

MEKQ Resolution 2023-08-10 “Manitoba Wildfire Action Policy and First Nation Disaster
Financial Assistance Program” directs the MKO Grand Chief and the MKO Secretariat to
“demand that that Manitoba immediately establish a permanent First Nation Disaster
Financial Assistance Program (FNDFAP) that will address the damages and losses from
wildfire to the harvesting-related camps, buildings, equipment and infrastructure of the
MKO First Nations, similar to the DFAP that MKO negotiated with Manitoba and Canada
and assisted in operating in response to the disastrous 1989 wildfires in the MKO region™;
and,

on June 6, 2025, Manitoba enacted Disaster Financial Assistance Regulation, M.R.
42/2025, which now governs the establishment of Disaster Financial Assistance programs
in Manitoba, including to define which disaster-related losses will be eligible for Disaster
Financial Assistance; and,




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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the Disaster Financial Assistance Regulation makes no reference to eligible expenses
including the replacement of “camps, buildings, equipment and infrastructure” that were
eligible under previous Disaster Financial Assistance Programs or to buildings, facilities
and equipment related to the exercise of the Treaty promise and right to the First Nation
Right of Top Priority to harvest for food, support and subsistence; and,

Manitoba has not established a Disaster Financial Assistance Program related to the 2025
wildfires to provide for the replacement of wildfire-related uninsurable losses to camps,
cabins, equipment and related infrastructure by Trappers, Fishers and Harvesters; and,

the MKO First Nations and MKO can move quickly forward to assess and identify the
extent of the wildfire related losses to “camps, buildings, equipment and infrastructure”
of the MKO First Nations by working with trappers, fishers and harvesters to apply the
detailed digital mapping produced by the Wildfire Service of Manitoba Natural Resources
of those areas affected by each of the 2025 fires to identify each of the camps and cabins
that have been or are likely to have been lost.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly reaffirm the direction to the

MKO Grand Chief and the MKO Secretariat set out in MKO
Resolution 2023-08-10 to advocate for and secure the immediate
establishment by Manitoba of a permanent First Nation Disaster
Financial Assistance Program (DFAP) that will address the
damages and losses from wildfire to the harvesting-related camps,
buildings, equipment and infrastructure of the MKO First Nations,
similar to the DFAP that MKO negotiated with Manitoba and
Canada and assisted in operating in response to the disastrous
1989 wildfires in the MKO region; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief

and the MKO Secretariat to:

1) urgently identify, propose and secure amendments to Disaster
Financial Assistance Regulation, M.R 42/2025 in order to
clearly provide for the establishment by Manitoba of a Disaster
Financial Assistance Program that will address the damages
and losses from wildfire to the harvesting-related camps,
buildings, equipment and infrastructure of the MKO First
Nations; and

2) quickly assess and identify the extent of the wildfire-related
losses to “camps, buildings, equipment and infrastructure” of
the MKO First Nations by working with trappers, fishers and
harvesters to apply the detailed digital mapping produced by
the Wildfire Service of Manitoba Natural Resources of those
areas affected by each of the 2025 fires to identify each of the
camps and cabins that have been or are likely to have been lost.

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 14 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
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Resolution #2025-11-09

RE: CONVENING A SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHERFEAS,

the Office of the Auditor General of Canada has repeatedly identified significant gaps in
emergency management services provided by Indigenous Services Canada, including
inadequate support for prevention, delayed infrastructure funding, and lack of culturally
appropriate services. These findings underscore the need for First Nations to lead
emergency planning and response efforts, and to ensure accountability and reform in
federal service delivery; and,

the 2025 wildfire season significantly impacted MKO member First Nations, exposing
critical gaps in emergency preparedness, response, recovery, mitigation, coordination, and
service delivery; and, )

there is an urgent need to review existing bilateral service agreements with emergency
response agencies, including the Manitoba Wildfire Service and Canadian Red Cross, to
ensure they reflect First Nations governance, priorities, community realities and move
towards multilateral agreements; and,

a Special Chiefs Assembly will provide a focused forum for leadership to assess strengths,
challenges, and weaknesses from past emergencies and guide future emergency
management planning; and,

there is a need to provide a dedicated space to review the policies and protocols of the
Emergency Management Assistance Program administrated by Indigenous Services
Canada and determine strategic plans to address gaps and further build on strengths of the
program.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly provides its support for the

MKO Grand Chief to secure financial resources to coordinate and
host a Special Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management in the
current fiscal year; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MK.O Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to

coordinate and host a Special Chiefs Assembly to:

o Complete a comprehensive review of the 2025 wildfire
season; and

» Evaluate current emergency management policics, programs,

” legislation, and bilateral agreements; and

» Extend invitations to relevant emergency management
partners, technical experts, and government representatives to
participate in discussions, and facilitate the development of
action plans to strengthen First Nation emergency governance
and preparedness; and

¢ Compile all findings and provide a final report and develop a
strategic plan following the Assembly.
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FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, the results of the Special Chiefs Assembly including the final

report and strategic plan, be presented for discussion and review
at the following Chiefs Assembly.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Gordie Bear, Mathias Colomb First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44™ Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

d Chief Garrison Settee



Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44" Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 1
Resolution #2025-11-10

RE: LEADERSHIP ADVISORY COMMITTEE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the MKO Chiefs in Assembly passed Resolution #2025-05-02 “Establishing a Leadership
Advisory Circle for the MKO Regional Police Service Feasibility Study Implementation
and Transition Team " during an MKO Chiefs General Assembly held May 27, 28 and 29,
2025 on the traditional territory of Long Plain First Nation, Winnipeg, MB; and,

the Leadership Advisory Circle will be composed of five (5) leaders from the MKO
Nations, and modeled after the MKO Executive Council, with at least one (1)

representative from each Tribal Council, and one (1) representative from Independent
MEKO Nations; and,

during the MKO Annual General Assembly held on Nov 4-6, 2025, an expression of
interest was relayed to the Chiefs in Assembly inviting leaders to participate in the
“Leadership Advisory Circle” for the MKO Regional Police Feasibility Study
Implementation and Transition Team; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly hereby appoint the following

members to the Leadership Advisory Council for the MKO
Regional Police Feasibility Study Implementation and Transition
Team:

1. Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation
(Self-Designation)

2. Vice Chief Florence Blacksmith, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
(Nominated by Chief David Monias, PCN)

3. Councillor Joe Antsanen, Northlands Denesuline Nation

(Self-Designation)

4. Councillor Quinton Mink, Chemawawin Cree Nation
(Self-Designation)

5. Carol Kolbliski, Chief of Law Enforcement, Nisichawayasihk
Cree Nation

(Nominated by Chief Angela Levasseur, NCN)

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions:

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44™ Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

7//%[(% Chief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2025-11-11

RE: ENDING MANITOBA’S MISAPPROPRIATION OF THE CHILDREN’S SPECIAL
ALLOWANCE AND DEMANDING FAIR AND ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR FIRST
NATIONS CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Children’s Special Allowance (CSA) is a federal benefit under the Children’s Special
Allowances Act, intended exclusively for the care, education, and advancement of children
in care; and,

between 2005 and 2019, the Province of Manitoba wrongfully took these CSA payments
from Child and Family Services (CFS) agencies, depriving children of funds meant for
their personal benefit; and,

in 2022, the Court of Queen’s Bench found Manitoba’s actions to be unconstitutional and
discriminatory, leading to a class-action settlement of over $530 million approved in 2024,
acknowledging the harm done to children in care; and,

despite this court ruling and public apology, the Provinee of Manitoba continues to collect
CSA funds from CFS agencies today, treating them as part of the provincial funding
formula rather than ensuring those funds arc used directly for the individual child’s benefit;
and,

this practice continues to violate the spirit of the setilement, contradict federal law, and
undermines the well-being of First Nations children, who make up the majority of those
children in provincial care; and,

Manitoba’s approach reflects a continuation of colenial funding practices that punish First
Nations children for being in care, instead of supporting families and communities to safely
keep children at home; and,

First Nations have inherent and Treaty responsibilities to care for their own children, and
Manitoba’s continued appropriation of CSA funds directly interfercs with First Nations
jurisdiction, self-determination, and family well-being; and,

the current CFS funding model does not meet the needs of First Nations children and
families, as it fails to support prevention, family reunification, and culturally grounded
care, contrary to the principles of An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children,
youth and families (Bill C-92) and Jordan’s Principle.

THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the Grand Chief to

demand that the Province of Manitoba immediately ceasc the
practice of collecting Children’s Special Allowance (CSA) funds
from CFS agencies and ensure that all CSA payments are used
solely for the benefit of the individual child; and,




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED,

Resolution# 2025-11-11:  Page 2 of 2

the Grand Chief shall engage with the Government of Canada to
ensure that federal CSA funds are protected from provincial
interference or clawback, in accordance with the recent class-
action settlement; and,

the MK O Chiefs in Assembly call upon the Province of Manitoba
to review and reform its CFS funding structure to provide direct,
equitable, and needs-based funding to First Nations and First
Nations CFS agencies, in partnership with First Nations
leadership; and,

the Grand Chief shall work with the MKO-Northern Authority
Child and Family Services Working Group and affected agencies
to develop a report and advocacy plan on how Manitoba’s
funding system can be restructured to prioritize prevention,
family support, and reunification; and,

the Grand Chief shall report back to the next MKO Assembly on
progress, including any legal or political actions taken to ensure
that First Nations children are no longer deprived of their rightful
benefits; and,

the MKOQO Chiefs reaffirm that First Nations children are not
provincial wards but citizens of sovereign Nations, and that the
welfare and care of our children is a sacred Treaty and inherent
right that no government has the authority to undermine.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

CARRIED: YES
Vote: For:

13 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

hief Garrison Settee
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44™ Annual General Assembly
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Resolution #2025-11-12

RE: RECOGNITION OF FIRST NATIONS AS LOCAL AUTHORITIES UNDER THE
EMERGENCY MEASURES ACT (C.C.S.M. C. E80)

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Emergency Measures Act (C.C.S.M. ¢c. E80) provides authority for local governments,
defined in the Act as a “local authority”, to declare a state of emergency and to exercise
comprehensive powers and to implement measures directed at emergency response,
management and recovery further to an emergency response plan and to implement other
measures to protect life, property, and the environment; and,

a First Nation is not included within the definition of a “local authority” in the Emergency
Measures Act, with the result that a First Nation in Manitoba does not have the authority
to declare a local state of emergency that will be formally recognized by the province of
Manitoba and that will empower a First Nation to exercise the comprehensive emergency
response powers pursuant to the Emergency Measures Act,

First Nations in northern Manitoba face increasing threats from pandemic disease, power
outages, wildfires, floods, severe weather events and other emergencies, with the increased
frequency and intensily of many of these events also being driven by climate change, and
require the ability to respond swiftly and autonomously to protect their communities; and,

It is important and necessary to amend the Emergency Measures Act in order to recognize
First Nations as a “local authority” under the Act, which would empower a First Nation to
declare a local state of emergency, activate emergency plans, exercise emergency response
powers under the Act regulations and to access provincial supports without delay or prior
external approval consistent with an emergency response plan; and,

Formal recognition of First Nations as a “local authority” will enhance and strengthen First
Nation-led emergency response and management and uphold the principles of self-
determination, data sovereignty, and culturally appropriste emergency response,
management and recovery

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKQO Grand Chief

to:

a) Engage the Province of Manitoba in a collaborative co-
development initiative to amend the Emergency Measures Act
to recognize First Nations as a “local authority”,

b) Advocate for other legislative and regulatory changes to
recognize and empower First Nations to declare states of
emergency and activate emergency response, management
and recovery measures independently,

c) Collaborate with legal experts, Indigenous Services Canada,
and Manitoba Emergency Management Organization to
develop a framework for the timely, independent and
effective exercise of a First Nation authority to carry out
emergency response, management and recovery;

d) Ensure that any recognition of a First Nation as a “local
authority” will respect First Nations jurisdiction, governance,
and the right to lead emergency response, management and
recovery efforts in their communities,
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e) Review the framework of provincial and federal legislation,
regulations and arrangements which govern emergency
response, management and recovery, as well as Disaster
Financial Assistance, with the objective of establishing a First
Nations Emergency Response Entity; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly support the formation of a
Working Group to guide this initiative, including First Nation
leadership, emergency management professionals, and technical
and legal advisors.

MOVED BY: Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44™ Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44™ Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 1
Resolution #2025-11-13

RE: SYSTEMIC RACISM ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

there are longstanding and serious concerns with systemic racism with the Winnipeg
Police Service (WPS). Specifically, that WPS’s interactions with Indigenous peoples
reflect discriminatory treatment, are based on racist and colonial beliefs about Indigenous
people, and devalue Indigenous lives, resulting in under-policing, over-policing and
police brutality; and,

the Coalition of Families Affected by Police Violence are concerned about the systemic
issues arising in policing in Winnipeg, which currently have no method of public review
or remedy; and,

the goals of the Systemic Racism Accountability Project are to improve police
accountability to increase community trust and to keep Indigenous, black, and other
racialized Peoples safe and must be undertaken with the involvement of First Nation
Peoples; and,

the Coalition of Families Affected by Police Violence support and present two demands
of the Manitoba Government. First, that the government create a public complaint body
with the power to investigate systemic complaints. And second, that the Fatality
Ingquiries Act be reviewed and reformed to ensure that inquests fulfil their function: to
prevent similar deaths from occurring in the future.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly stand in solidarity with the

Coalition of Families Affected by Police Violence and support the
goals of Systemic Racism Accountability Project to demand new
and improved pathways for change; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and

Secretariat to work in collaboration with Coalition of Families
Affected by Police Violence in the creation and co-development
of a public complaint body with systemic investigation powers
and to reform the (Manitoba) Fatality Inquiries Act to ensure the
inquest system fulfills its function to prevent similar deaths in the

future.
MOVED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Gilbert Andrews, God’s Lake First Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44" Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn - Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2025-11-14

RE: SUPPORTING THE HEALING VILLAGE AT CLEARWATER LAKE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHERFAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKQO) is committed to advocating for the rights and
well-being of First Nations citizens, including the adoption of the MKO Whole of
Government Response plan that focuses on community healing and wellness, and public
safety; and,

in 2017, the Swampy Cree Tribal Council launched the Healing Village project at
Clearwater Lake to stop the epidemic of addiction in the north, asking Cree Nation Tribal
Health to head the Healing Village project; and,

since 2022, Cree Nation Tribal Health has dedicated over 3,500 hours towards advancing
the Healing Village project, a vision for northern Manitoba that features dedicated camps
with a total of 35 units to lodge individuals secking addictions care in a safe, grounded in
land-based healing; and,

Manitoba Parks has agreed to lease a 50-acre site adjacent to the former Guy Hill
Residential School, with the Office of Drinking Water within the Manitoba Environment
and Climate Change department having issued a project number to the Healing Village
project; and,

the Healing Village project has been impacted by repeated broken commitments and lack
of funding support from both the federal and provincial governments; and,

Northern Manitoba families and First Nations continue to endure the impacts of addictions
that has reached a crisis level, most notably the loss of life of our youth; and,

the lack of fulsome support services for addictions, such as sufficient and culturally
appropriate treatment and recovery services, housing, and tools to address a range of
intersecting trauma that for Indigenous peoples, is very much wrapped up in the destructive
impacts of colonialism; and,

MEKO and Cree Nation Tribal Health recognize and determine that there is a critical need
for the provincial and federal levels of government to respond to the addiction epidemic
and subsequent loss of life in our First Nations,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assenibly direct the MKO Grand Chief to

support the efforts of Cree Nation Tribal Health towards the
Healing Village project at Clearwater Lake; and,
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the Grand Chief to
advocate for the funding and resources from the provincial and
federal governments to advance the Healing Village project.

MOVED BY: Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation

SECONDED BY: Councillor Fred Stevens, Sapotaweyak Cree Nation (Proxy)
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44™ Annual General Assembly
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025

/(JK@ Gra_rld’ ‘Chief Garrison Settee
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Inc.
44" Annual General Assembly
Kikiwak Inn — Opaskwayak, MB
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
Page 1 of 1
Resolution #2025-11-15

RE:  ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF FIRST NATIONS CITIZENS RESIDING OFF-RESERVE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc. (MKO) is committed to advocating for the rights
and well-being of First Nations citizens, including those residing off-reserve; and,

a significant number of MKO citizens live off-reserve in urban, rural, and remote
communities, often facing unique challenges in accessing culturally appropriate services,
housing, healthcare, education, employment, and social supports; and,

the federal government provides funding to provinces, Indigenous-led organizations and
service providers to support provincial programs and services for residents of the province,
including First Nations persons who reside off-reserve; and,

numerous Indigenous-led organizations and service providers operate in urban centres and
other off-reserve locations, offering critical programs and services to First Nations citizens;
and,

there is a need for coordinated efforts and strategic partnerships to ensure that off-reserve
First Nations citizens are not left behind in policy development, funding allocations, and
service delivery.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs in Assembly direct MKO Secretariat to:

1. Advocate for increased funding and policy support from
federal, provincial, and municipal governments to address the
needs of off-reserve First Nations citizens; and,

2. Develop a comprehensive Off-Reserve Strategy that includes
housing, health, education, employment, justice, and cultural
supports, informed by conducting an environmental scan and
data collection of existing resources, and to develop an
engagement strategy with off-reserve members.

MOVED BY: Chief Gilbert Andrews, God’s Lake First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Michael G. Constant, Opaskwayak Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 13 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO 44" Annual General Assembly

November 4, 5, & 6, 2025
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