Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.

Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

“Empowering First Nations Resilience -
Leading Through Crisis & Recovery”

Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation

Sandman Signature Hotel, Winnipeg, MB
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026



MANITOBA KEEWATINOWI OKIMAKANAK INC.
MOTIONS/RESOLUTIONS STATUS REPORT

MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

Sandman Signature Hotel

Winnipeyg, MB
*Status: C: Carried W: Withdrawn Def: Deferred (indicate to/where/when) X: Defeated
Distribution Status: Dist: Distributed M/S: Needs Mover and Seconder N/C: Not Complete
Number Title Mover Seconder Status Dist.

S

MOTIONS

Motion #1 To adopt the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Chief David Monias, Chief Shirley Ducharme, CARRIED CARRIED
Emergency Management agenda, as Pimicikamak Cree Nation O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation f\ggﬁi 0
presented. Abstentions: 0
Motion #2 | To accept the Resolution Commiittee: Brennan | Chief Elwood Zastre, Chief Betsy Kennedy, CARRIED CARRIED
Manoakeesick, Michael Anderson, Charles | Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation War Lake First Nation iggirgt; 0
Wood, Mary Jane Armstrong and Oliver Abstentions: 0
Veuillot,
RESOLUTIONS
2026-02-01 | Affirming Manitoba Hydro’s Role in Emergency | Chief David Monias, Chief Darryl Wastesicoot, CARRIED CARRIED
Preparedness, Emergency Response and | Pimicikamak Cree Nation York Factory First Nation i‘;‘;i;:t 0
Recovery in First Nations Abstentions: 0
2026-02-02 | Designation and Relocafion of the Northern | Chief Betsy Kennedy, Chief Elwood Zastre, (IEAB1R1IED CARRIED
Regional Heath Authority Head Office to | War Lake First Nation Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation Against: 0 :
Thompson Abstentions: 0
2026-02-03 | Amendments to the Canadian Energy | Chief David Monias, Okimakan Morris Beardy, CAB:?ZIED CARRIED
Regulator Act to Review the Environmental | Pimicikamak Cree Nation Fox Lake Cree Nation i‘;;inst 0
Effects of Electricity Exports by Manitoba Hydro Abstentions:0
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2026-02-04

Support for First Nation Aerial Fire Suppression | Chief Gilbert Andrews, Chief Elwood Zastre, CARRIED CARRIED
Capacity Based in God's Lake Narrows God’s Lake First Nation Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation f\g;i;;t o
’ Abstentions:0
2026-02-05 | Ensuring the Manitoba Crown Indigenous | Chief Darryl Wastesicoot, Okimakan Morris Beardy, CARRIED CARRIED
Corporation Applies Principles of Proposed | York Factory First Nation Fox Lake Cree Nation i":i:‘:t_ o
Manitoba Hydro Amendments to all Major Agstent}ons:o
Projects
2026-02-06 | Formation of a First Nation Winter Road Chief Michael Yellowback, Okimakan Morris Beardy, CARRIED CARRIED
Taskforce Manto Sipi Cree Nation Fox L.ake Cree Nation iggi:]gt- 0
‘ Abstentions:0
2026-02-07 | Support in Principle to Explore an Urban | Councillor Brenda Dumas {Proxy), | Councillor Joseph Antsanen (Proxy), | CARRIED CARRIED
Reserve in Flin Flon Mathias Colomb Cree Nation Northlands Denesuline First Nation iggi;;t- o
Abstentions: 0
2026-02-08 | Assessment and Implementation of Airport | Okimakan Morris Beardy, Councillor Brenda Dumas (Proxy), CARRIED CARRIED
Infrastructure  to  Support  Emergency | Fox Lake Cree Nation Mathias Colomb Cree Nation /E;;n;;t 0
Preparedness, Response, Recovery and Absteniions: 0
Wildfire Suppression
2026-02-09 | Advance Muliilateral Agreements with First { Chief Shirley Ducharme, Okimakan Morris Beardy, DEFERRED | DEF. fo
Nations, Indigenous Services Canada and the | O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation Fox Lake Cree Nation /':g’éin o Executive
Province of Manitoba Abstentions: | council
2026-02-10 | Establishment of First Nation-Led Emergency | Chief Shirley Ducharme, Councilior Annie Ballantyne (Proxy), | DEFERRED DEF. to
Social Services Response Teams O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation Misipawistik Cree Nation igginst_ Executive
_ Abstentions: Council
2026-02-11 | First Nation Emergency Coordinator Capacity | Chief Betsy Kennedy, Councilior Brenda Dumas {Proxy) DEFERRED | DEF. to
Enhancement and Teams War Lake First Nation Mathias Colomb First Nation i‘;’;inst: Execut_ive
Abstentions: | Council
2026-02-12 | Develop Northern First Nation Wildland Okimakan Morris Beardy, Chief Betsy Kennedy, DEFERRED DEF. to
Firefighters Fox Lake Cree Nation War Lake First Nation /'iog;m ot Executive
Abstentions: Coungil
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Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
Winnipeg, MB
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

Motion 1:

To adopt the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
agenda, as presented.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Shirley Ducharme, O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

VOTE: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

MKO Grand @hief Garrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.
Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
Winnipeg, MB
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

Motion 2:

To accept the Resolution Committee: Brennan Manoakeesick, Michael
Anderson, Charles Wood, Mary Jane Armstrong and Oliver Veuillot.

MOVED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation

CARRIED: YES
VOTE: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

C B, LV
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MKO (Grand CHiéf Garrison Settee




Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Tne,
Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

“Empowering First Nations Resilience — Leading Through Crisis & Recovery”

Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
Sandman Signature Hotel, Winnipeg, MB
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026
Page 1 o0f3
Resolution #2026-02-01

RE: AFFIRMING MANITOBA HYDRO’S ROLE IN EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND RECOVERY IN FIRST NATIONS

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Manitoba Hydro is directly responsible for, significantly contributed to or failed to take
timely action to mitigate or end the states of emergency that occurred at the Mathias
Colomb Cree Nation, the York Factory First Nation and at Pimicikamak/ Cross Lake Band
of Indians during 2025 and continuing into 2026; and

each of the Ministers responsible for Manitoba Hydro, for the Emergency Management
Act, for the Water Power Act and for Indigenous Reconciliation failed to take many of the
actions that were thoughtfully articulated and specifically requested by the Mathias
Colomb Cree Nation, the York Factory First Nation and at Pimicikamak/ Cross Lake to
mitigate or to end their respective states of emergency; and

in the case of Mathias Colomb, an extended power outage beginning May 27, 2025 resulted
in the continuing evacuation of 2,200 citizens for 128 days during the summer of 2025
because Manitoba Hydro failed to bring in back-up generators to serve the community
electricity requirements as Manitoba Hydro did in 2022 and because Manitoba and Canada
refused to even discuss cost-sharing the purchase of a furn-key backup generator solution
developed by Mathias Colomb that would have allowed the evacuees to come home; and

in the case of Pimicikamak/ Cross Lake, a five-day Manitoba Hydro power outage
beginning on December 28, 2025 at minus 40 deprees Celsius without Manitoba Hydro
bringing in backup generators to substantially serve the community -electricity
requirements resulted in the evacuation of more than 4,000 citizens and extensive freeze-
related damage to some 1,350 homes and to critical water and waste-water infrastructure
and this emergency response is continuing as of this date; and

in the case of the York Factory First Nation, Manitoba Hydro intentionally engineered low
water levels on Split Lake as part of an export revenue hedging operation which resulted
on July 16, 2025 in the closure “for the season” of the ferry service provided by Manitoba
Transportation and Infrastructure and terminated York Factory’s access to the Provincial
Transportation System during a declared province-wide State of Emergency while the Out-
of-Control Wildfire NOO10 raged just across Split Lake, which adverse effects are not
addressed or compensated by the 1995 Comprehensive Implementation Agreement; and

the Mathias Colomb Cree Nation with an on reserve population of 2,328 persons is
reasonably comparable in size, number of homes and critical infrastructure to the Towns
of Boissevain-Morton (Municipality), Swan Valley West (Municipality), Killarney and
Gimli and the MKO Chiefs in Assembly assert that it is simply inconceivable that the
Province of Manitoba would permit a Manitoba Hydro power outage in summer to cause
the evacuation of all of the residents of these Towns for 128 days or that Manitoba would
not direct Manitoba Hydro to immediately restore electricity service with backup
generators if necessary; and




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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Pimicikamak/ Cross Lake Band of Indians with an on reserve population of 6,923 persons
is reasonably comparable in size, number of homes and crifical infrastructure to the Towns
of Dauphin, Niverville, Neepawa, The Pas, Stonewall and Oakbank and the MKO Chiefs
in Assembly assert that it is simply inconceivable that the Province of Manitoba would
permit a Manitoba Hydro power outage at the coldest part of winter to cause the extended
evacuation of the nearly the entire population of these Towns or permit extensive freeze-
related damage to virtually every home and to a Town’s critical water and waste-water
infrastructure or that Manitoba would not direct Manitoba Hydro to immediately restore
electricity service with backup generators if necessary; and

Manitoba has enacted the Reliability Standards Regulation, M.R. 25/2012 pursuant to the
Manitoba Hydro Act and Manitoba Hydro has established and operates according to system
reliability standards which include standards for the duration of outages and targets for the
timely restoration of power, which system reliability standards were clearly not applied in
a reasonably comparable manner as would be to other groups of non-First Nation customers
of comparable size in the case of the Mathias Colomb or Pimicikamak/ Cross Lake; and

the York Factory First Nation, with an on reserve population of about 500 persons is
reasonably comparable in size, number of homes and critical infrastructure to the rural
Towns of Lynn Lake, Leaf Rapids, Waskada, Morden and Grand Rapids and the MKO
Chiefs in Assembly assert that it is simply inconceivable that the Province of Manitoba
would permit Manitoba Hydro, or any other entity, to completely terminate access by these
towns to the Provincial Transportation System for 190 days — particularly during a declared
province-wide State of Emergency - or that Manitoba would not direct that access to the
provincial highway system be immediately restored or an alternative route developed; and

other MKO First Nations also experienced significant extended outages that are not
consistent with Manitoba Hydro’s system reliability standards as applied to other
reasonably comparable communities in southern Manitoba, such as the O-Pipon-Na-Piwin
Cree Nation, which experienced a power outage for 68 days as a result of Manitoba Hydro’s
failure to bring in backup generators to meet community electricity needs.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and

the MKO Secretariat to propose and pursue the introduction by
the Hon. Adrien Sala, as Minister responsible for Manitoba
Hydro, and enactment by the Manitoba Legislative Assembly of
the following amendments to the laws of Manitoba:

The Manitoba Hydro Act, C.C.S.M. ¢. H190 be amended at section
38.1 to include as a mandatory consideration and element of any
Integrated Resource Plan:

1) providing for and ensuring the energy security, emergency
response and emergency recovery needs of domestic
customers, particularly remote customers served by a single-
line transmission system, which are peculiarly vulnerable to
and at risk of frequent and repeated extended loss of
contimuity of service, including due to the impacts and adverse
effects of severe weather evenis, wildfires and climate
change;

ii) providing for and ensuring for groups of domestic customers
the continuity of essential community services and designated
community critical infrastruciure, including without
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limitation, congregate emergency shelters, health services
facilities, community fuel supply facilities, community water
supplies and wastewater management systems;

iii) ensuring the continuity of the operation of and access by
domestic customers to essential public services, including
without limitation, access to the Manitoba Transportation
System;

iv) ensuring operations are consistent and compliant with
Agreements entered into with Indigenous peoples in relation
to Manitoba Hydro operations by either or both of Manitoba
and Manitoba Hydro; and,

v) ensuring consistency with any strategy for reconciliation
pursuant to The Path to Reconciliation Act, C.C.S.M. c.
R30.5.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and
the MKO Secretariat to develop and submit a complaint to the
Manitoba Human Rights Commission regarding Manitoba’s and
Manitoba Hydro’s harmful and allegedly discriminatory failures
to ensure reasonable levels of preparedness and response in order
to constructively achieve a reasonably comparable application of
Manitoba Hydro’s system reliability standards in the case of the
complete power outages that occurred at the Mathias Colomb Cree
Nation and at Pimicikamak/ Cross lake Band of Indians.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Darryl Wastesicoot, York Factory First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 14 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

/ MKO Gy/ Chief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2026-02-02

RE: DESIGNATION AND RELOCATION OF THE NORTHERN REGIONAL
HEATH AUTHORITY HEAD OFFICE TO THOMPSON

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Northern Regional Health Authority (NRHA) is the governing body responsible for
healthcare delivery and regulation for the Northern Health Region (NHR); and,

the NHR provides primary, emergency healthcare and services to a population of
approximately 74,983 individuals in a geographical area spanning over 396,000 square
kilometers, that expands over 60% of the province of Manitoba and consists of two cities,
six towns, one rural municipality, one local government district, multiple hamlets and
cottage settlements, and 26 First Nations and 16 Northern Affairs communities; and,

the NRHA was formed in 2012 by the merger of the former NOR-MAN Regional Health
Authority and Burntwood Regional Health Authority; and,

prior to the amalgamation of health authorities, the Burntwood Regional Health Authority
maintained its head office and Chief Executive Officer (CEQO) position in Thompson,
Manitoba; and,

the NRHA currently maintains its head office and CEO position in Flin Flon, with
additional regional offices located in The Pas and Thompson; and,

Flin Flon is located on the Manitoba-Saskatchewan border with its population recorded as
5,099 in the 2021 Canadian Census; and,

Thompson is the largest city and most populated municipality in Northern Manitoba, with
its population recorded at 13,490 in the 2021 Canadian Census, and primarily serves as the
centrally located "Hub of the North", as a major transportation corridor, providing goods
and services such as health care and retail trade to surrounding communities; and,

the Thompson Chamber of Commerce is seeking support from all stakeholders in
Thompson, including MKO, to support the relocation and designation of the NRHA Head
Office from Flin Flon back to the more centrally located Thompson.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief to

sign the petition provided by the Thompson Chamber of
Commerce, to designate and relocate the NRHA’s head office and
CEO position to Thompson and to inform the Manitoba Minister
of Health, Seniors, and Long-Term Care of this expectation.

MOVED BY: Chief Betsy Kennedy, War Lake First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

/.

v/’
Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2026-02-03

RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE CANADIAN ENERGY REGULATOR ACT TO REVIEW THE
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF ELECTRICITY EXPORTS BY MANITOBA HYDRO

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the former National Energy Board Act and the related National Energy Board Electricity
Regulations required the National Energy Board to consider the “environmental effects”
of the proposed export of eleciricity as a part of any approval of an export of electricity and
authorized the National Energy Board to set enforceable terms and conditions in respect of
the “environmental effects” of the proposed export of electricity; and

MEKQ intervened before the National Energy Board in 1984 regarding the proposed
advancement of the Limestone Generating Station for the purposes of export and focused
on a broad interpretation of the definition of “environmental effects” to pursue enforceable
terms and conditions related to contracting opportunities, contract unbundling, training and
employment equity, full implementation of the Northern Flood Agreement, and other
matters, and the National Energy Board found that the MKO recommendations “are in the
public interest”; and,

the National Energy Board Act was amended in June, 2012 to remove the requirement that
the Board consider the environmental effects of an application to export electricity and the
replacement of the National Energy Board Act by the Canadian Energy Regulator Act in
2019 continued the exclusion of consideration of the “environment effects” of a proposed
export of electricity; and,

it is not in the public interest for Canada to implicitly rely on provineial licensing review
processes, such as that in Manitoba, to serve as a proxy for Canada’s legislative obligation
at s. 5 of the United Nations Declaration on the Right of Indigenous Peoples Act, for
Canada’s obligation ensure the consistency of the laws of Canada with the Declaration, or
for Canada’s obligation to ensure the universal affirmation of constitutionally protected
Indigenous rights in the laws of Canada at s. 8.3 (1) of the Interpretation Act; and

Manitoba Hydro has systematized export revenue hedging operations and prioritizes
maximizing export revenues over the meaningful exercise of Treaty rights to hunt, fish,
trap and gather, over the life cycle needs of fish, wildlife and migratory birds, over ensuring
the continuity and safety of the operation of essential services affected Manitoba Hydro
operations including water and wastewater systems and access to the Provincial
Transportation System, and the equitable and uniform application of system reliability
standards to the services provided by Manitoba Hydro to domestic customers; and,

the Canada Energy Regulator currently has no statutory or regulatory means to ensure that
approvals of Manitoba Hydro’s exports of electricity to the United States take into account:

i} the environmental effects of the proposed export; ensuring the continuity of and access
to essential public and community services;
i) the life cycle needs of fish, wildlife and migratory birds;
i} the meaningful exercise of the acknowledged and constitutionally protected Right of
Top Priority of First Nations to hunt, fish, trap and gather for food, support and
subsistence and for social and ceremonial purposes;




WHEREAS,
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iv) the full and faithful implementation of Agreements with First Nations that are related
to the production of the electricity that is proposed to be exported;

v) the application of the principles of distributive benefits including contracting
opportunities, contract unbundling, training and employment equity and resource
equity;

vi) the equitable application of system reliability standards to the services provided to the
domestic customers of the utility that is proposing the export of electricity; and,

The MKO Secretariat has recently been in an informal dialogue with the Executive Vice
President, Law & General Counsel of the Canada Energy Regulator to discuss these
concerns as well as the relation of these concerns to the submissions of the MKO Grand
Chief to the Prime Minister, to the President of the Privy Council and the Privy Council
Office regarding what was then Bill C-5, and is now The Building Canada Act.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief

and the MKO Secretariat to develop, propose and pursue the

introduction by Hon. Tim Hodgson, Minister of Energy and

Natural Resources, and Minister responsible for Canada Energy

Regulator, of amendments to the Canadian Regulator Act and

Regulations to ensure that approvals of Manitoba Hydro’s exports

of electricity to the United States take into account:

i) the environmental effects of the proposed export;

ii) ensuring the continuity of and access to essential public and
community services;

iii) the life cycle needs of fish, wildlife, migratory birds and
plants;

iv) the meaningful exercise of the acknowledged and
constitutionally protected Right of Top Priority of First
Nations to hunt, fish, trap and gather for food, support and for
social and ceremonial purposes;

v) the full and faithful implementation of Agreements with First
Nations that are related to the production of the electricity that
is proposed to be exported;

vi) the application of the principles of distributive benefits
including contracting opportunities, contract unbundling,
training and employment equity and resource equity; and

vii) the equitable and uniform application of system reliability
standards to the services provided to the domestic customers
of the utility proposing an export of electricity.

MOVED BY: Chief David Monias, Pimicikamak Okimawin
SECONDED BY: Okimakan Morris Beardy, Fox Lake Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 12 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: (

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

SNy

Mﬁb G?}I,Kf, Chief Garrison Settee




Manitcba Keewatinowi Okimakanalk, Inc.
Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

“Empowering First Nations Resilience — Leading Through Crisis & Recovery”

Sandman Signature Hotel, Winnipeg, MB
Traditional Territory of Long Plain First Nation
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026
Page 1 of 2
Resolution #2026-02-04

RE: SUPPORT FOR FIRST NATION AERIAL FIRE SUPPRESSION CAPACITY BASED IN
GOD’S LAKE NARROWS

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Manitoba currently operates a fleet of seven aging Canadair water bombers to fight
wildfires, four CL-415s and three CL-215s, with a 10-year maintenance contract awarded
to Air Spray Lid. in partnership with Babcock Canada; and,

to address the end-of-life status of Manitoba’s current Canadair CIL. fleet, Manitoba is
investing over $80 million to acquire three new DHC-515 water bombers, which are the
“next gencration” of the legacy Canadair CL series, and which are scheduled to arrive in
Manitoba for the 2031 and 2032 fire seascns; and,

the MKO First Nations located east of Lake Winnipeg have experienced delays in the
deployment of the existing CL fleet to suppress wildfires in the area east of Lake Winnipeg
and have also expressed an interest in establishing a more flexible, locally based, quick-
response fleet of aerial fire suppression aircraft to be centrally based at God’s Lake; and,

the MKO First Nations in the region east of Lake Winnipeg desire to enhance the regional
quick-response fire suppression capacity in the area east of Lake Winnipeg by establishing
a fleet of four Fire Boss Amphibious Aircraft and one Fuel Boss variant aircraft to be leased
or purchased and to based together with a maintenance base facility at God’s Lake during
the open water and wildfire season; and,

the MKO First Nations in the region east of Lake Winnipeg also propose to call on
Manitoba and Canada to collaborate with First Nations in the purchase or lease of these
aircraft and the construction and operation of the maintenance station.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief

to.

i) support the objective of providing for the enhancement of a
regional quick-response wildfire suppression capacity in the
area east of Lake Winnipeg;

ii) support the initiative of the God’s Lake First Nation to
establish a fleet of four Fire Boss Amphibious Aircraft and
one Fuel Boss variant aircraft to be based together with a
maintenance and refueling base facility at God’s Lake to be
operated during the open water and wildfire season; and

iif) call on Manitoba and Canada to collaborate with First Nations
to cost-share the purchase or lease of these Fire Boss and Fuel
Boss aircraft as well as of the construction and ongoing cost
of the flight base, maintenance facility and refueling
operations.
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MOVED BY: Chief Gilbert Andrews, God’s Lake First Nation
SECONDED BY: Chief Elwood Zastre, Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026
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Resolution #2026-02-05

RE: ENSURING THE MANITOBA CROWN INDIGENOUS CORPORATION
APPLIES PRINCIPLES OF PROPOSED MANITOBA HYDRO AMENDMENTS
TO ALL MAJOR PROJECTS

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

During the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management, the MKO Chiefs in
Assembly have unanimously approved Resolution #2026-02-01, Affirming Manitoba
Hydro’s Role in Emergency Preparedness, Emergency Response and Recovery in First
Nations and Resolution #2026-02-03, Amendments to the Canadian Energy Regulator Act
to Review the Environmental Effects of Electricity Exports by Manitoba Hydro; and

Resolution #2026-02-01 calls for amendments to the Manitoba Hydro Act to address
Manitoba Hydro’s central role in causing or failing to take action to end or substantively
mitigate the states of emergency at Pukatawagan and Pimicikamak/ Cross Lake that are a
direct result of Manitoba Hydro not applying service and system reliability standards as
well as to address the state of emergency at the York Factory First Nation due to Manitoba
Hydro’s engineering of low water levels as part of export revenue hedging operations and
which caused by the cancellation of the ferry service and York Factory’s access to the
Provincial Highway System on July 16, 2026; and

Resolution #2026-02-03 calls for amendments to the Canadian Energy Regulator Act to
ensure that the Act is consistent with s. 5 of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples Act and with s. 8.3(1) of the Interpretation Act (Canada) and to
restore the requirement of the Canada Energy Regulator to review the “environmental
effects” of the production of the electricity to be exported and to restore the authority of
the Canada FEnergy Regulator to impose enforceable terms and conditions regarding
addressing the “environmental effects” of the export of electricity and other matters
identified in Resolution #2026-02-03; and

The MKO Chiefs in Assembly desire that the principles framed in the proposed
amendments to the Manitoba Hydro Act identified in Resolution #2026-02-01 and to the
Canadian FEnergy Regulator Act identified in Resolution #2026-02-03 be applied by the
Manitoba Crown Indigenous Corporation as core principles regarding any Major Project
or other development considered by the Manitoba Crown Indigenous Corporation,
including the operations and projects of Manitoba Hydro; and

The MKQ Chiefs in Assembly desire that previous engagement and parficipation of
technicians from the MKO Secretariat who are knowledgeable and experienced in these
matters be resumed as a part of the First Nation team that is participating in the Working
Group on the Manitoba Crown Indigenous Corporation that is being led by the Assembly
of Manitoba Chiefs further to AMC Resolution SEP-25.06 and which previous
participation by MKOQ technicians ended immediately following the approval AMC
Resolution SEP-25.06.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief
and the MKO Secretariat and call on the leadership of the MKO
First Nations who participate in the Working Group on the
Manitoba Crown Indigenous Corporation to take steps to ensure
that the principles framed in the proposed amendments to the
Manitoba Hydro Act that are identified in Resolution #2026-02-
01 and in the proposed amendments to the Canadian Energy
Regulator Act that are identified in Resolution #2026-02-03 are
articulated and applied by the Manitoba Crown Indigenous
Corporation as core principles regarding any Major Project or
development considered by the Manitoba Crown Indigenous
Corporation, including the operations of Manitoba Hydro; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief
and the MKO Secretariat and call on the leadership of the MKO
First Nations who participate in the Working Group on the
Manitoba Crown Indigenous Corporation to call on the Assembly
of Manitoba Chiefs to restore and resume, without delay, the
previous engagement and participation by MKO technicians as a
part of the AMC-led First Nation team participating in the
Working Group on the Manitoba Crown Indigenous Corporation

process.

MOVED BY: Chief Darryl Wastesicoot, York Factory First Nation
SECONDED BY: Okimakan Morris Beardy, Fox Lake Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 14 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026

ief Garrison Settee
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Resolution #2026-02-06

RE: FORMATION OF A FIRST NATION WINTER ROAD TASKFORCE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the overall duration of the winter road season in northern Manitoba depends on a period of
extended cold. As climate change is affecting Canadians from coast to coast to coast
through progressively shorter period of deep cold, winter roads dependent First Nation
communities in Manitoba are particularly affected by warmer weather; and,

on average, winter roads in the province of Manitoba are usually open for approximately 6
to 8 weeks (mid-to-late-January to mid-to-late-March). Although, the average number of
freezing-degree days decreased by approximately 20% from 1961 to 2017, resulting in
shorter winter road seasons; and,

on November 28th, 2024, First Nation Leadership, Provincial representatives and then-
Minister of Indigenous Services of Canada, Patty Hadju, attended a Manitoba First Nations
Roundtable on Impacts of Climate Change on Winter Road Seasons to discuss the future
of winter roads in Manitoba.; and,

during the meeting, Minister Hajdu announced up to $20 million in additional funding over
four years, beginning in 2024, to support upgrades and improvements to winter roads in
Manitoba. The funding will be guided by the input of First Nations communities to ensure
the uninterrupted delivery of essential goods and supplies; and,

the impacts of deteriorating winter roads are significant. Delays to emergency services,
disruptions to health care, and rising costs of essentials goods compromise the safety and
quality of life in First Nations.

Coordinated action is urgently needed, and the establishment of a First Nation Winter Road
Taskforce is necessary to develop sustainable, climate-resilient solutions. The primary
roles and responsibilities of the First Nation Winter Road Taskforce shall include:

i) Developing strategic approaches and exploring climate resilient infrastructure and
adaptation measures in response to the ongoing impacts of climate change on winter
road systems;

ii) Coordinating and collaborating with the Provincial and Federal governments to ensure
forthcoming winter road strategies are co-developed with and led by First Nations
served by winter roads, and are grounded in rights, priorities and lived realities of First
Nations;

iii) Compiling, reviewing and conducting research on historical climate trends and
forecasted climate projections for the MKO region to inform infrastructure planning
and long-term sustainability; and

iv) Preparing an engagement plan and establishing a planning committee to convene a
First Nation Winter Road Summit in fiscal year 2026-27.

THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly endorse and support the

formation of a First Nation Winter Road Taskforce and direct the
MKO Grand Chief to advocate for and secure the necessary
financial resources to establish and operationalize the First Nation
Winter Road Taskforce; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly further direct the Office of the
MKO Grand Chief to explore, strengthen and foster new and
existing partnerships with other First Nations, Indigenous Rights
Holders and advocacy organizations whose communities are
dependent on winter road infrastructure to advance coordinated
advocacy, sustainable investment and long-term resilience

planning.
MOVED BY: Chief Michael Yellowback, Manto Sipi Cree Nation
SECONDED BY: Okimakan Morris Beardy, Fox Lake Cree Nation
CARRIED: YES
Vote: For: 12 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026
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Resolution #2026-02-07

RE: SUPPORT IN PRINCIPLE TO EXPLORE AN URBAN RESERVE IN FLIN FLON

WHEREAS, representatives of Manitoba USKE informed the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency
Management that the Town of Flin Flon has proposed that one or more First Nations
explore the establishment of an Urban Reserve with the Town of Flin Flon; and,

WHEREAS, the MKO First Nations recognize that the Town of Flin Flon is located within the territorial
areas of interest and traditional land use of the Mathias Colomb Cree Nation, Treaty No.
6, and the Opaskwayak Cree Nation, Treaty No. 5; and,

WHEREAS, the representatives of Manitoba Uske informed the MKO Chiefs in Assembly that the
establishment of such an Urban Reserve may be through Canada’s Additions to Reserve
Policy and may, conceptually, involve more than one First Nation; and,

WHEREAS, the representatives of Manitoba Uske advised that there is no specific parcel of land
presently identified by the Town of Flin Flon; and,

WHEREAS, any further discussion at this stage with the Town of Flin Flon would be conceptual and
exploratory.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief
and the MKO Secretariat to provide support to the Mathias
Colomb Cree Nation and to the Opaskwayak Cree Nation upon
their request and any other MKO First Nation that may express an
interest in the exploration of the potential establishment of an
Urban Reserve at Flin Flon.

MOVED BY: Councillor Brenda Dumas, Mathias Colomb Cree Nation (Proxy)
SECONDED BY: Councillor Joseph Antsanen, Northlands Denesuline First Nation (Proxy)
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0 Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management
February 24, 25, & 26, 2026
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Resolution #2026-02-08

RE: ASSESSMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF AIRPORT INFRASTRUCTURE TO
SUPPORT EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE, RECOVERY AND WILDFIRE
SUPPRESSION

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the MK O First Nations identified limitations in airport infrastructure, including runway length,
during the States of Emergency and evacuations that occurred during 2025 and have continued
to occur in 2026; and

the MKO First Nations desire to prepare and document a comprehensive assessment of the
capacities and infrastructure, including runway length, of all airports serving the MKO First
Nations in the context of ensuring optimal aerial supports for emergency preparedness,
response, recovery and wildfire suppression; and

the MKO First Nations desire that as a central part of the comprehensive assessment of airport
capacities and infrastructure be documentation of the limitations identified by and “lessons
learned” of the MKO First Nations during the States of Emergency and evacuations, as well as
the recommendations of the MKO First Nations for ensuring optimal aerial supports for
emergency preparedness, response, recovery and wildfire suppression in the future; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the MKO Chiefs in Assembly direct the MKO Grand Chief and

the MKO Secretariat to support and to move forward with the
preparation and documentation of a comprehensive assessment of the
capacities and infrastructure, including runway length, of all airports
serving the MKO First Nations in the context of ensuring optimal
aerial supports for emergency preparedness, response, recovery and
wildfire suppression; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the comprehensive assessment include documentation of the

limitations identified by and “lessons learned” of the MKO First
Nations during the States of Emergency and evacuations, as well as
the recommendations of the MKO First Nations for ensuring optimal
aerial supports for emergency preparedness, response, recovery and
wildfire suppression in the future.

MOVED BY: Okimakan Morris Beardy, Fox Lake Cree Nation

SECONDED BY: Councillor Brenda Dumas, Mathias Colomb Cree Nation (Proxy)
CARRIED: YES

Vote: For: 11 Opposed: 0  Abstentions: 0

Certified copy of a Resolution adopted at the MKO Chiefs Assembly on Emergency Management

February 24, 25, & 26, 2026
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