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Message from the Grand Chief

On behalf of
Manitoba
Keewatinowi
Okimakanak
Inc. (MKO), | am
pleased to share
a report with
you that reflects
on our first virtual
festival for youth
called Honouring the
Gifts: MKO Youth Cultural Celebration. The
event took place online from June 21 to 25, 2021.

The week-long festival aimed to honour, celebrate,
and empower youth as the COVID-19 pandemic
continued, with a focus on First Nations arts and
culture in various categories, including traditional
dance, music, arts, photography, and poetry.

Thanks to the generous support from the business
community, MKO was able to provide a fun
opportunity for young people to share their gifts
with the world. As a result of our sponsors, we
were able to gather wonderful prizes for the youth
contests—contest winners were awarded Apple
products, including iPhone 12 Pros and iPad Airs,
along with gift cards for Northern Stores.

As a former teacher, | continue to be concerned
about children and teenagers as we live through
this COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic has
impacted youth in major ways, with schools
shutting down, sports being more difficult to
access, and travel being restricted.

Youth have missed their friends and extended
family as the restrictions meant that, at times,
gatherings have been impossible. With the virtual
celebration, MKO aimed to create a safe, online
space where youth could gather, share their talents,
and have fun during the first week of summer.

The contests were an opportunity for MKO youth
ages 12 to 17 to share their creative talents with
the world. Our goal was to bring some hope to
youth as they continue to live with the impacts of

the COVID-19 pandemic. With the uncovering/
discovery of unmarked graves at residential
schools across the country this past year, an
uplifting event such as Honouring the Gifts was
much needed by Indigenous people of all ages.

| encouraged educators, parents, guardians, and
families to share information about our contests
with the young people from MKO communities
to help us make them aware of this opportunity.
It lifted my spirits to see youth taking part in our
contests and sharing their gifts of creativity and
talent with us.”

MKO thanks all our business sponsors who joined
us by investing in our celebration to support our
youth of the North. Sponsors include: Vale, the
Northwest Company, Manitoba Indigenous and
Northern Relations, Unifor, Sysco Foods, Perimeter
Aviation, Fast Air Ltd, Pukatawagan Community
Enhancement and Recreation, Workplace
Solutions, NCI FM, Thompson Inn, Burntwood
Hotel, Thompson Ford, Mystery Lake Hotel, Nickel
City, Royal Bank of Canada, Northland Ford,
Kennedy Energy, the Winnipeg Foundation, Bell
MTS, and Thompson’s Walmart location.

| also acknowledge MKO youth Paywapan
Colomb for her efforts as our festival coordinator.
| am grateful to the staff at MKO who assisted in
making this vision a reality. | especially recognize
my former assistant Mark Sweeny for his role in
raising funds, Jaiden Sandberg for taking care of
distributing all contest prizes, along with other
members of the Finance and Political Team for
their support in making this youth festival a reality.

Let's continue to work together and remember the
message that every child matters. Let's work to
support and empower the children and youth from
our MKO First Nations.

In the spirit of reconciliation,

Grand Chief Garrison Settee
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Message from the Festival Coordinator

My name is Paywapan Colomb, | am a Mathias
Colomb Cree Nation Band member. | grew up in
Pukatawagan until | left to further my education
after my high school graduation, which has
brought me to Winnipeg, Manitoba, where |
currently reside working with youth.

| am very honoured to have been a part of the
Honouring the Gifts festival and to see all the
talented MKO youth sharing and embracing their
talents in addition to having the courage and
coming together to make the event successful. It
was very nice to see all the talented youth from all
26 communities that MKO represents.

As MKO is a non-profit organization, | would like to
thank the sponsors for contributing to the festival
and making it a big success. | am glad that we had
the opportunity to provide this festival to the MKO
youth as they are the future leaders of tomorrow. |
would also like to thank all the judges that took the
time to judge each category.

Ekosi,

Paywapan Colomb
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About the Festival

MKO's virtual youth arts festival took place from
June 21-25, 2021. The Honouring the Gifts
festival aimed to celebrate and empower youth
as the COVID-19 pandemic continued. The focus
of the festival was to showcase the talents of
youth ages 12 to 17 from MKO communities in
various categories, including dancing, creative
arts (drawing, painting, and poetry), music,
photography or videography, and regalia and
beadwork.

MKO announced contest details on our social
media and our website at www.mkonation.com. A
variety of contests opened on June 11 and closed
on June 20 at 11:59 pm Central Time.

Our Sponsors

Our MKO youth festival relied on partnerships
with sponsors, who stepped up in a major way to
ensure our inaugural event was a success.

We thank all the sponsors that have contributed to
make this festival a success.

Northwest Company

Manitoba Indigenous and Northern Relations
Unifor National

Vale

Sysco

®

[ J

[ J

[ ]

®

® Vickar Community Chevrolet
® Bell Canada

® Perimeter Airlines

® Missinippi Airways

® The Winnipeg Foundation
®

Pukatawagan Community Enhancement and
Recreation

Burntwood Hotel

Thompson Inn

® Kennedy Energy

MKO asked youth to join our MKO Youth Cultural
Celebration Facebook group at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/924633718105730 to

take part in the contest. If young people do not
use Facebook, it was acceptable for parents,
guardians, teachers, or other family members to
assist the youth with entering the contest.

Full contest details were posted on our event
website: https://mkonation.com/honouringthegifts

MKO sought sponsors and partners who wanted
to invest in youth of the North.

Thompson Walmart
Workplace Solutions

RBC (Royal Bank of Canada)
Unifor Local 5555

Thompson Ford

Mystery Lake Hotel
NCI-FM/NOW Country 104.7
FastAir Ltd.

Northland Ford

Thank you to the judges for participating and
selecting the winners for select categories:

® Northwest Company for judging the dance
category

® Sysco for judging the photography and
videography category

® Unifor for judging the drawing, painting and
poetry category

® Vale for judging the music category

® Perimeter Airlines for judging the beading and
regalia category
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Recognizing Our Sponsors

The Honouring the Gifts festival was possible
thanks to our sponsors. We worked to recognize
our donors in a variety of ways across a range of
platforms.

We shared our thanks to our sponsors on NCI
Radio, on our website, and on various social media
channels, including Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn,
TikTok, Twitter, and Youtube.

We posted images of our prizes along with thanks
to the sponsors. We made posts recognizing
sponsors on the following dates:

® June 10, 2021
® June 18, 2021
® June 19, 2021
® June 20, 2021
® June 24, 2021
® June 25, 2021

Sponsors were recognized in a variety of ways.
There were posts made sharing individual business
logos while there were also a number of videos
made that listed all sponsors.

Our youth festival
coordinator also
created a video
where she verbally
thanked all the

contest sponsors.

Some contest
winners posted
pictures of their
prize on social

media along with
thanks to the contest
sponsors.

We also recognized
sponsors in our
media release about
the event.
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Virtual Event Summary

The Honouring our Gifts contests opened on
June 11, 2021. Previous to the launch of the
contests, MKO had publicly indicated we were
planning a special festival for youth. Our formal
announcement came through distributing and
posting a media release on June 11.

The contest was open to youth ages 12 to 17 who
were from any of the 26 MKO communities. Youth
did not need to live on reserve to be eligible to
win. There were five contest categories. Youth
could enter each category once.

To enter the contest, participants were required
to join our event Facebook group: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/924633718105730

Once the youth (or their helper, such as a guardian
or teacher) joined the Facebook group, we invited
them to upload their photo or video submission
directly to the group.

With your post, we asked them to include:

® Full name of the youth entering the contest
® Current age

® Name of your MKO community

® Name of the community where you live

[ ]

Category of the contest you are entering (for
example, photography and videography)
For youth who entered the drawing/painting;
photography/videography; and regalia and
beadwork categories, we asked them to include
the following:

® A photo of the project all materials laid out
before the artwork has been created

® Pictures or videos of youth doing the work
® Final touches/final product

® A short explanation about what the item means
to you and why

The following sections provide more information
on the contests we ran throughout the week of the
festival.

As this was our first festival, we were pleased to
receive a total of 139 contest entries from a wide
range of MKO First Nations.

Dance Contest:
Monday, June 21, 2021

According to Wikipedia, “dance is a performing
art form consisting of sequences of movement,
either improvised or purposefully selected. This
movement has aesthetic and often symbolic
value.”

Entries for the dance contest could include
traditional pow wow dancing, jigging, hip hop,
jazz, or contemporary dance, etc.

Contest participants were required to upload their
video submission directly to the festival Facebook
group.

The following shows how

many entries we received

in each age group, along

with the top winner for each

category:

Ages 12-13 = 7 entries

Winner: Jayden Flett-
Roulette

Ages 14-15 = 3 entries
Winner: Harmony Speidel
Ages 16-17 = 3 entries

Winner: Kaydence Weenusk

Statistics:

We received 13 entries for this
contest, from the following
MKO communities:

(3) Mathias Colomb Cree
Nation

(3) Opaskwayak Cree Nation
(3) Tataskweyak Cree Nation
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(2) Pimicikamak Cree Nation
(1) Sapotaweyak Cree Nation
(1) Bunibonibee Cree Nation

Drawing/Painting/Poetry Contest:
Tuesday, June 22, 2021

According to Lexico, “art is the expression or

application of human creative skill and imagination,

typically in a visual form such as painting or
sculpture, producing works to be appreciated
primarily for their beauty or emotional power.”

We asked youth to show us their creative talent
come to life as a drawing, painting, or a poem.
We asked youth to keep any poetry
entries to a maximum of 750 words.

The following shows how many
entries we received in each age
group, along with the top winner for
each age group:

Ages 12-13 = 26 entries
Winner: Carleen Martin

Ages 14-15 =

12 entries

Winner: Alexis Proulx

Ages 16-17 =

7 entries

Winner: Chloe Linklater

Statistics:

We received 45 entries for this
contest, from the following
MKO communities:

(9) Pimicikamak Cree Nation

(6) Mathias Colomb Cree
Nation

4) Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
3) Tataskweyak Cree Nation
3) Marcel Columb First Nation

(
(
(
(2) O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation

)
)
)
)

2) Northlands First Nation

2) Sapotaweyak Cree Nation
2) God's Lake First Nation

2) Bunibonibee Cree Nation
2
2) Opaskwayak Cree Nation

2) Norway House Cree Nation
1) War Lake First Nation

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(1

)
)
)
)
) Barren Lands First Nation
)
)
)
)

Mosakahiken First Nation

Music Contest:
Wednesday, June 23, 2021

“Music is the art of arranging sounds in time to
produce a composition through the elements of
melody, harmony, rhythm, and timbre. It is one
of the universal cultural aspects of all human
societies.”

~Wikipedia
For the music contest, we
invited youth to sing us a

song or perform a tune on an
instrument.

The following shows how

many entries we received in
each age group, along with
the top winner for each age

group:
Ages 12-13 = 6 entries
Winner: Pierce Easter
Ages 14-15 = 3 entries
Winner: Brady Easter
Ages 16-17 = 5 entries
Winner: Landen
Halcrow

Statistics:

We received 14
entries for this
contest, from the following MKO communities:
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(4) Chemawawin Cree Nation/Opaskwayak Cree
Nation

(3) Northlands First Nation

(3) Tataskweyak Cree Nation

(2) Pimicikamak Cree Nation

(1) Mathias Colomb Cree Nation
M

1) Bunibonibee Cree Nation

Photography Contest:
Thursday, June 24, 2021

Photography and videography is a fairly accessible
art these days since many people have access
to mobile phones that
enable them to capture
photos and videos.

We asked youth to show

us their best photo or

video that reflects the

beauty of Northern

Manitoba with a note that

this could focus on one
community, it doesn't need to
focus on Northern Manitoba as
a whole.

The following shows how many
entries we received in each
age group, along with the top
winner for each age group:

Ages 12-13 = 21 entries

Winner: Karis
Bighetty
Ages 14-15 =
13 entries

Winner: Bobby
Rideout

Ages 16-17 = 20 entries
Winner: Hudson Whitehead

We received 54 entries for this contest, from the
following MKO communities:

Statistics:
(7) Tataskweyak Cree Nation

(7) Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
(6) Pimicikamak Cree Nation

(6) God's Lake First Nation

(5) Barren Lands First Nation

(4) Mathias Colomb Cree Nation
(3) Northlands First Nation

(2) Mosakahiken Cree Nation

(2) Bunibonibee Cree Nation

(2

(1) Misipawistik Cree Nation

(1) O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation
(1) Manto Sipi Cree Nation

(1) Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation

(1) War Lake First Nation

(1) Norway House Cree Nation

(1
(1) Sapotaweyak Cree Nation
(1

Fox Lake Cree Nation

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) Opaskwayak Cree Nation
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Marcel Columb Cree Nation

Beading/Regalia Contest: Friday,
June 25, 2021

Regalia and beadwork is important to First Nations
citizens. It is something that many of us were

not allowed to wear during various periods of
colonization. Many people are reclaiming their
traditional artwork, including beadwork and art
such as ribbon skirts and shirts. Wearing beadwork
and regalia helps to build pride in our culture.

For this contest, we noted that the regalia or
beadwork entries must be completed by the youth.
We asked the entrants to share photos of various
stages of their beadwork or regalia creation to help
us see the artwork was indeed created by the youth.

The following shows how many entries we
received in each age group, along with the top
winner for each age group:
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Ages 12-13 = 4 entries

Winner: Drea Angelique
Tssessaze

Ages 14-15 = 3 entries
Winner: Harmony Speidel
Ages 16-17 = 6 entries

Winner: Neanna Lundie

Statistics:

We received 13 entries
for this contest, from
the following MKO
communities:

(2) Tataskweyak Cree
Nation

(2) Pimicikamak Cree Nation

(1) Opaskwayak Cree
Nation

(1) Mosakahiken Cree
Nation

(1) Northlands First Nation

(1) Norway House Cree
Nation

(1) Sapotaweyak Cree
Nation

(1) Misipawistik Cree
Nation

(1) Chemawawin Cree
Nation

(1) Bunibonibee Cree
Nation
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Ages of MKO Youth Festival Participants

The following charts show the percentage of youth participating according to the various age categories:

Ages of Youth

Aged 16-17
30%

Aged 12-13
46%

Aged 14-15

24%

Total Entries per Age Group

70

64
60
50
41

40 34
30
20

0

0

M Ages 12-13 Ages 12-13 M Ages 16-17
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Youth in Each Category

60
50
40
30
20
10

M Ages 12-13

Ages 12-13 M Ages 16-17

Testimonials from MKO Youth and Their Guardians

“Painting for me is healing... It's who | am. It's
my passion. | want to touch someone’s heart
with my art.”

~Hope Bighetty

“From photography to music to dance to
painting, everything is a form of art. Creating
something without words, something that
speaks to people. Art is a language of its own.
For me, art has always played some part in my
life. I've always been connected to it in one
way or another.”

~Serenity Dick

“Thank you so much, MKO, Grand Chief
Garrison Settee, coordinators and sponsors.
They are very happy with their winnings.”

~Guardian for the Easters: Pierce, Cadence,
Tenielle, and Brady

"He loves going to the yearly powwow in
Pukatawagan since he was 4 years old and
loves dancing. He loves the gathering of the
community members and the dancers as well.
When he entered the MKO, he did it to be a
part of all surrounding MKO members and to
showcase himself as well, for his community of
Pukatawagan and to inspire the youth as well.
He loves the sound of the drum and he loves
to sing as well. It was great to be part of this
challenge that took place and will continue
participating with others as well. Would like to
thank MKO for inspiring and motivating the
youth to showcase themselves for all family,
friends and community members.”

~Guardian of Nanson Dumas
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“| thought this was a nice way to help with
hearing the youth, not a lot of people give us
chances like this and I'm glad that you guys
gave us some of your time to listen and hear
us. Singing is my comfort place, along with
music. |'ve always loved to sing and I'm happy
that you guys let me sing for you.

Any self-expression is great and should be
valued. Whatever medium it's created with
doesn’t matter, in photos it's the beauty, in the
eye, looking at it, moves you or touches you
somehow, makes you feel something, this is all
good for us. Makes us feel alive. Connection
or relating with it is art. He wants to be a
photographer and do more he says and that
it's very fun.”

~Mary, guardian of one of the participants

“Historically, breastplates were worn as an
armour and for protection in battle and
hunting. They were and are still worn in our
dances and ceremonies.”

~Logan Wavey

“Thankful for the teaching from Fawn and
Elaine Beardy. Learning my culture means
a lottome.”

~Paige Paupanakis

“Beadwork makes me feel connected to
my culture. | enjoy it a lot. Beading makes
me very happy.”

~Rylee Ault

“Photography for me is not looking, it's
feeling. If you can't feel what you're looking at,
then you're never going to get others to feel
anything when they look at your pictures.”

~Toni Dick
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Acknowledging all Youth Participants

We acknowledge all 139 youth

who took part in our festival—
we consider each of you as a
“winner” for being brave and

sharing your gifts with the world.

We recognize and lift up the
following youth:
Ages 12-13:

® Alicia Anderson, age 13,
God's Lake First Nation

® | akota Augustine, age 12,
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

® Gavin Beardy, age 13,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

® Jaymin Bighetty, age 12,
Barren Lands First Nation

® Karis Bighetty, age 12,
Northlands First Nation

® Nora Jean Buck, age 12,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

® Sasha Castel, age 13, Mathias

Colomb Cree Nation

® Janessa Colomb, age 12,

Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

® Seasyn Cook, age 13,
Misipawistik Cree Nation

® Jacobi Dumas, age 13,
O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree
Nation

® Reyse Dumas, age 12,

Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

® Pierce Easter, age 13,
Chemawawin Cree Nation/
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Raya Farrow, age 12,
Northlands First Nation

Jayden Flett-Roulette, age 13,

Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Brooklyn Rose Halcrow, age
12, Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Helena Ada Halcrow, age 13,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Treasure Halcrow, age 12,
God’s Lake First Nation

Bryn Hart, age 12,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
Jordyn Hastings, age 13,
Norway House Cree Nation

Winona Keeper, age 12,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Drayson Linklater, age 12,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

Layla Linklater, age 12,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Trezilee Linklater, age 12,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

Drayson Linklater, age 12,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

Rylee Linklater, age 12,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

Winstar Linklater, age 13,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Chloe Linklater, age 12,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Carleen Martin, age 13,
Mosakahiken First Nation

Summer Michelle, age 12,
O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree
Nation

® Danae Moise, age 13,
Northlands First Nation

Kobe Murdock, age 12,
Norway House Cree Nation

Dustin Nasikapow, age 13,
Mosakahiken Cree Nation

Keegan Ouellette, age 13,
Sapotaweyak Cree Nation

Zoey Peckford, age 12,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation
Clarity Ross, age 11,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

lan Ross, age 13, Manto Sipi
Cree Nation

Chesney Smith, age 12,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Darlynn Starr, age 13,
Sapotaweyak Cree Nation

Tessa Thomas, age 13,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Drea Angelique Tssessaze,
age 13, Northlands First
Nation

Elvira Tsessazze, age 12,
Northlands First Nation

Darius Wavey, age 12,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Jerrel Wavey, age 13,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Marshall G Wilson, age 13,
Norway House Cree Nation

Chayton Wilson Halket, age
13, Barren Lands First Nation

Jayla Wood, age 13, God's
Lake First Nation



Ages 14 and 15

® Rylee Ault, age 15,
Misipawistik Cree Nation

® Jackson Bilow, age 14,
Wuskwi Sipihk First Nation

® Katrina Bradburn, age 14,
Bunibonibee Cree Nation

® Zander Chapman, age 14,
War Lake First Nation

® Mandy Chubb, age 14, God's
Lake First Nation

® Jordy Clarke, age 14, Barren
Lands First Nation

® Matteo Cook-Bercier, age 15,
Mosakahiken Cree Nation

® Alvera Dettanikkeaze, age 14,
Northlands First Nation

® Quentin Dettanikkeaze, age
15, Northlands First Nation

® Serenity Dick, age 14,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation
® Brady Easter, age 15,

Chemawawin Cree Nation/
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

® Bobbilee Evans, age 15,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

® Dreyden Flett-Roulette, age
15, Opaskwayak Cree Nation

® Katrina Flett, age 14,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

® Kobe Jonsson, age 15, Barren
Lands First Nation

® Brooklyn Linklater, age 14,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

® Meranda Linklater, age 15,
Marcel Columb First Nation

® Victoria Linklater, age 14,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

® Shannon Monias, age 14,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

® |ydia Munroe, age 15,
Bunibonibee Cree Nation

® Kerianna Nicholas, age 15,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

® Alexis Proulx, age 15,
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

® Bobby Rideout, age 15,
Norway House Cree Nation

® Deneisha Ross, age 14,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

® Tyra Samuel, age 15,
Northlands First Nation

® Kaydence Skomorowski,
age 15, Marcel Columb First
Nation

® Harmony Speidel, age 14,
Sapotaweyak Cree Nation

® Carmen Stevens, age 14, Fox
Lake Cree Nation

® Mary Thomas, age 15,
Bunibonibee Cree Nation

® Chloe Wavey, age 14,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

® Zareah Wavey, age 14,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Ages 16 and 17
® Hope Bighetty, age 17,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

® Neepin Cook, age 17,
Misipawistik Cree Nation

® Trinity Cook, age 17, Barren
Lands First Nation

Drayden Captain, age 17,
God’s Lake First Nation

Cadence Chornoby, age 17,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Alaina Colomb, age 16,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

Naturelle Cook, age 16,
Sapotaweyak Cree Nation

Trinity Cook, age 17, Barren
Lands First Nation, Broche

Toni Dick, age 16,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Deanne Dorion, age 17,
God's Lake First Nation

Nanson Dumas, age 16,
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation

Cadence Easter, age 16,
Chemawawin Cree Nation/
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Tenielle Easter, age 17,
Chemawawin Cree Nation/
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Landen Halcrow, age 16,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Shekinah Highway, age 16,
Barren Lands First Nation

Donovan Kanabee, age 16,
God’s Lake First Nation

Allaynah Linklater, age 17,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Chloe Linklater, age 16,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Neanna Lundie, age 16,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Kendra Martel, age 16,
Marcel Columb Cree Nation
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Cianna Mayham, age 17,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Dailynn Mckay, age 16,
Mosakahiken Cree Nation

Monica Moose, age 16,
Marcel Columb Cree Nation

Alexander Muswagon, age
17, Norway House Cree
Nation

Keaton Nasee, age 16, God's
Lake First Nation

Paige Paupanakis, age 16,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Rebecca Robinson, age 17,
Bunibonibee Cree Nation

Halley Scribe, age17,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation
Kari Spence, age 16,
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Shelby Thomas, age 16,
Bunibonibee Cree Nation

Logan Wavey, age 16,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation

Kaydence Weenusk, age 16,
Bunibonibee Cree Nation

Hudson Whitehead, age 17,
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Kacey Young, age 16,
Opaskwayak Cree Nation

There were five children

who took part in the contest.
Although they were not eligible
to be part of the contest, we
recognize them as well. Their
names are as follows:

Ryder Chapman, age 11, War
Lake First Nation

Janey Evans, age 11,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Cassey Michelle, age 11,
O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree
Nation

Kyler North, age 7,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation

Kyleena North, age 9,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation
Leighton, age 11,
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
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Lessons Learned

The Honouring our Gifts Youth Cultural
Celebration was an excellent way to highlight

the fact that youth in MKO First Nations have so
many gifts to share with the world. It was incredibly
inspiring and motivating for many MKO staff
members to witness the artistic talents of the
young people who were brave enough to share
their gifts with the world.

This festival was carried out in a short amount of
time and there were some limitations. If we had
more time to prepare and promote the festival, it's
likely we would have reached more youth. While
many MKO First Nations youth did participate,
there were some communities that had no youth
taking part.

Next Steps: Continuing

of MKO Youth

It is essential that organizations and leaders
continue to lift up and recognize the gifts, talents,
and voices of youth of all ages. While we focused
on youth ages 12 to 17 for this particular festival,
we recommend branching out and hosting
contests to engage children and youth in other
age groups.

The variety of artwork and performances shared
with us is something MKO First Nations should
recognize with pride. MKO sent certificates to all
139 participants who took part in the festival along
with a gift card from the Northwest Company as a
token of our gratitude for the youth who took time
to share their gifts with us.

We also sought to use some of the participant’s
contest entries in other projects. For example,
16-year-old Kacey Young from the Opaskwayak
Cree Nation had one of her photographs featured
on the cover of our MKO Annual Report for 2021.
It is our hope that sharing the talents of youth
across various projects and platforms helps to
build pride withing MKO youth.

If we were to repeat this festival next year, we
would work to establish stronger links with people
who work with youth ages 12 to 17—for example,
a longer timeline leading up to a festival may
better enable us to connect with schools and
teachers in all of the First Nations.

There are also some limitations when it comes

to using Internet as a platform for carrying out a
festival and for receiving contest entries. We know
that high-speed Internet is not available in all MKO
communities. MKO will continue to advocate for
high-speed Internet to ensure our youth are able
to use Internet technologies as we move forward.

to Celebrate the Gifts

MKO will continue to seek partnerships that can
help us to honour and empower the children
and youth in our Northern First Nations. We will
continue to assert

that everyone

has a gift and

that every child

matters. Let's

continue to

work together

on the path to

reconciliation

as we highlight

and encourage

the gifts of

our leaders of

tomorrow.

Kacey Young of the Opaskwayak
Cree Nation was a participant in the
Honouring the Gifts festival. MKO
chose her beautiful photo to be on
the cover of MKO's 2021 Annual
Report.
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Manitoba
Keewatinowi
Okimakanak Inc.

206-55 Selkirk Avenue
Thompson, Manitoba R8N OM5
Email: info@mkonorth.com
Website: www.mkonorth.com

Stay connected with MKO on social media:
ﬁ Facebook: www.facebook.com/MKONorth

O Instagram: @MKO_North

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/
manitoba-keewatinowi-okimakanak

u Twitter: @MKO_North

3 Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCNclKBgeMG2HHVELtduwbbQ




